ZACCHAEUS: TURNING DISADVANTAGE TO DIVINE OPPORTUNITY

Life is full of obstacles, disadvantages, battles, etc. However obstacles are the things stepping stones are made of. Battles are the stuff of which victories are made. Obstacles are often opportunities in disguise.

Zacchaeus had a lot of things to his disadvantage – social stigma and rejection as well as physical limitations. These could have stopped him in his ambition to see Jesus. But whateer the obstacles, Zacchaeus was determined to see Jesus whatever the cost.

Zacchaeus mapped out an ingenious strategy that worked. Most people of his caliber would never have subjected themselves to climbing a sycamore tree just to see Jesus. However Zacchaeus was ready to lay aside his personal reservations, the prestige and the trappings of wealth and do whatever it takes (as long as it was right) to achieve his aim. We can also turn our personal disadvantages to divine opportunities to bless our lives.

REJECTION BY SOCIETY

Luke 19:1-3; Judges 11:1-33; 12:7; 1 Chronicles 4:9,10; 1 Samuel 2:8; 22:1,2; 30:1-20; 2 Samuel 23:8-39; Psalm 27:10.
Publicans because of their official job were not in the good books of the Jewish populace. Whenever they are mentioned in the scriptures, they are always mentioned with harlots. Not an honourable association (Matthew 21:31,32; 9:10,11; 11:19; 18:17; Luke 18:10,11).

Zacchaeus’ case was worse. He was not just a publican, he was the CHIEF publican in Jericho and possibly the surrounding district. He was considered an outcast in the society, rejected for helping the Romans to exploit the nation and oppress the populace.
Despite this state of affairs, Zacchaeus still decided to face the crowd, risk abuse and get a sight of Jesus when He came to Jericho: “And he sought to see Jesus who he was” (Luke 19:3).

Though rejected by society, Zacchaeus decided to continue exploring life’s opportunities. If people have rejected you, don’t reject yourself. Don’t score own goal. Don’t beat yourself. Keep on moving forward. Keep on praying, seeking and exploring opportunities. Your breakthrough is on the way.

The first rule of winning:

Don’t beat yourself.

Football Adage

Human rejection is a disadvantage. Let it drive you to seek the Lord just like Zacchaeus. Jephthah was rejected by his family but he didn’t give up on himself (Judges 11:1-33; 12:7). Jabez was rejected by his parents and given a bad name but he kept on plugging on in life. He sought God and changed his life for the better (1 Chronicles 4:9,10). Joseph was hated and rejected by his brothers but he kept on in life and got to the place of eminence. David became a captain over many societal rejects and transformed them to men of honour and achievement (1 Samuel 22:1,2; 30:1-20; 2 Samuel 23:8-39).

Even if men reject us and dump us on the rubbish heap, God is still in the business of lifting beggars from the dunghill and elevating them to the status of princes (1 Samuel 2:8). When our father and our mother forsake us, the Lord will take us up (Psalm 27:10).

RESOURCEFULNESS IN STRATEGY

Luke 19:3,4; Exodus 4:2-5; Judges 15:14-16; 7:7-25; 1 Samuel 14:6; 2 Samuel 23:20-22; Ecclesiastes 11:4.
“And he sought to see Jesus who He was; and could not for the press, because he was little of stature” (Luke 19:3).

Although social rejection was a disadvantage, Zacchaeus had another disadvantage: a physical limitation of height. The teeming crowd could not allow Zacchaeus to see Jesus and his short height was a real disadvantage. However Zacchaeus did not let this physical limitation to hinder him from seeing Jesus. He found a way: “And he ran before, and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see Him: for He was to pass that way” (Luke 19:4). This was resourcefulness at its best.

You may be faced with physical limitations or financial constraints on your way to the top, don’t let it hinder you. Find a way around your limitations.

If a mountain confronts you, don’t stop in your track. You can do one of the following things: (1) Develop wings and fly over it; (2) Tunnel through the mountain; (3) Navigate around the mountain to continue your journey; (4) Climb over the mountain; (5) Burrow under the mountain.

Be resourceful in your strategy. The strategy may be unusual or even provoke mockery as Zacchaeus climbing sycamore tree would have. However develop a workable strategy and be focused in implementing it. See you at the top!

Resourcefulness can make your shepherd’s rod, jawbone of an ass, etc. to go a long way in helping you achieve success (Exodus 4:2-5; Judges 15:14-16; 7:7-25; 1 Samuel 14:6; 2 Samuel 23:20-22). Don’t observe the wind. Use what you have got to achieve what you want (Ecclesiastes 11:4).
RECOGNITION BY THE SAVIOUR

Luke 19:5,6; Nehemiah 4:1-6; 6:15,16; Ephesians 3:20; 1:19; Matthew 17:24-27; 2 Chronicles 26:5; Luke 11:28; 3 John 2.
People might have made jest of Zacchaeus’ strategy but it worked: “And when Jesus came to the place, He looked up, and saw him, and said unto him, Zacchaeus, make haste, and come down; for today I must abide at thy house” (Luke 19:5).
The Sanballats and the Tobiahs of this world might make jest of Nehemiah’s strategy but with God’s help, it is bound to work and the broken walls of Jerusalem will be rebuilt (Nehemiah 4:1-6; 6:15,16).

Your effort will be recognized by the Lord and will be crowned with success. Zacchaeus actually got more than he bargained for. He only wanted to see Jesus. Now Jesus proclaimed Himself a guest in Zacchaeus’ house. Zacchaeus took advantage of this: “And he made haste, and came down, and received Him joyfully” (Luke 19:6). This was essentially turning his disadvantage into a divine opportunity for blessing.

Those who venture will always be surprised by the generosity of the Lord who does exceeding abundantly above all we ask or think (Ephesians 3:20). You may be looking for money to pay your tax, God will not only provide double but also give you an extra fish (Matthew 17:24-27).

