THE WILL TO WIN

Numbers 13:1-33; 14:1-10

Life is full of challenges and possibilities and what we get out of it depends upon our attitude, perspective and the decisions we make. The pessimist can see non-existent problems in the most promising of opportunities while the optimist can see a way out of the most impossible jungle.

Problems are part of life. Walking the path of God’s promises does not guarantee a problem-free passage. Canaan may be ours by divine donation but we must still fight to possess the land -- Jordan to cross, Jericho to conquer, Ai to defeat etc. Problems can either make us sink or swim depending on our disposition. The will to win is one of the most important attitudes of the mind that can keep a person afloat in the midst of difficulties, help him to swim against the tides.

The record in Numbers chapters 13 and 14 illustrate these points very well. Twelve men were sent to spy out the land of Canaan and each man was the representative of his tribe. These men represented the cream, the elite the nobles of the society. They fell into two camps of ten and two. The ten constituted the majority and the two the minority.

Moses acted on God’s commandment in sending out the men (Numbers 13:1-17). The instructions given to the men were very clear. They were to research and bring back report concerning (a) land -- good or bad, fat or lean, woodland or Sahara; (b) people -- strong or weak, few or many; (c) cities -- tents or strong holds. They were also to bring back some fruit of the land.

They went and did as they were told. Their research was detailed, they brought back the fruit of the land but the majority differed from the minority in how they saw and perceived the expedition.

THE CAGED MAJORITY

Numbers 13:28-33; 14:1-5,10; 1 Samuel 17:1-11,24; 11:1-4; Genesis 37:19-36; 1 Kings 21:8-15; Exodus 23:2.

For all the detailed report, the majority destroyed the nation’s confidence and faith with an unbelieving “nevertheless” (Numbers 13:28). Their report was essentially called an evil report in that it did not minister edification and build faith (Numbers 13:31-33; Ephesians 4:29).

(1) They saw the strength of the enemy but not the might and power of God.

(1) They saw the giant stature of the enemy but not the greatness of their God (Numbers 13:32).

(1) They saw the giant strength of the enemy but only their weakness (Numbers 13:31).

(1) They exaggerated the extent of the problems (Numbers 13:32).

(1) They had a low self-esteem, a grasshopper mentality (Numbers 13:33).

The majority were like a caged animal that had gotten so used to its bondage and restriction that refused to go even when the cage was open. These people had lived so long in bondage and slavery that they didn’t know how to enjoy the benefits of freedom.

The most outstanding characteristic of the caged majority was their grasshopper mentality -- low self-esteem, low self-worth, suspicion of God’s best intention for them, making mountains out of molehills, etc.

You can never be your best by following the crowd. The crowd always follow the path of least resistance, the popular road that leads to nowhere. Stand up and be counted. Join the victorious band of the confident minority.

THE CONFIDENT MINORITY

Numbers 13:30; 14:7-9; 1 Samuel 14:1,6-15; 17:32-37; 11:5-11; Nehemiah 6:10-13; Jeremiah 37:15-17; Isaiah 60:22; Psalm 118:17; Philippians 4:13; Romans 8:28.

The minority saw the same scenes but their interpretation was different. What they saw quickened their faith and brought inspiration. They saw the power of God in their weakness. They saw an opportunity to prove the faithfulness of God (Numbers 14:7-9). They saw the futility of human strength without divine assistance (Numbers 14:9).

One major characteristic of the confident minority was their great motivation. They had a will to win, giants or no giants, strongholds or no strongholds. Their language was confident and inspiring “we be well able to overcome” (Numbers 13:30). The problems and obstacles were there for sure but they saw more of the opportunities of the land flowing with milk and honey (Numbers 14:7,8).

The confident minority make things happen -- they invent cars, aeroplane, helicopter, sewing machine, telephone, etc. and the bulk of the things that have made modern life a bit more convenient while the caged majority only invent reasons why those things can never work. The confident minority make a difference wherever they are whereas the caged majority are always complaining why nobody notices them, why everybody hates them, why there is no unity in the church, why they don’t think there is any true believer etc.

Change camp today. Join the happy, victorious throng. Be part of the confident minority. Stand up and be counted!

