TRAVELLING TOWARDS SUNRISE

Life’s journey is like running a race from start to finish, like travelling from somewhere to a determined destination. Initially the momentum is low and then builds up as the race advances. We journey from humble and obscure beginnings but grace and glory builds up as the journey progresses.

When God is in the picture, life is like travelling from the dark dawn to an early morning sunrise. The glory and presence of God brightens the way, His power and might clears away every problem and satanic obstacles, His rod and staff comfort us, He leads us into the path of righteousness and progress (Psalm 23).

Every life that is devoid of divine presence is to be pitied (Ephesians 2:11,12). Make God an essential companion in life’s journey. You will then be travelling towards sunrise.

FIRM PURPOSE AND DREAM

Genesis 37:5-11; Nehemiah 2:17-20; Luke 19:10; 14:28-33; John 9:4; 4:35; 1 Timothy 3:1; Isaiah 58:12; Matthew 6:33.

A firm purpose is the foundational ingredient of a successful life. Without this, any small problem will always derail us and cause our vehicle of progress to be grounded. Noble lives are built on great dreams.

Joseph had two great dreams that set the wheel of his life in motion (Genesis 37:5-11). He knew that he was destined for greatness and had a firm purpose to achieve God’s plan for his life.

Dreams of achievement always spur to action (Nehemiah 2:17-20; Luke 19:10; 14:28-33; John 9:4; 4:35). Do you have the desire and dream of ever becoming a shepherd? (1 Timothy 3:1), the dream to be a rebuilding pioneer and restorer of the breach? (Isaiah 58:12). 

Never let your dreams only encompass physical things, let the spiritual ambition be the priority. Seek FIRST the kingdom of God and His righteousness (Matthew 6:33).

FAMILY PERSECUTION AND DISTRESS

Genesis 37:19-28; Micah 7:6; Matthew 10:21,36; 5:10-12; Psalm 41:9; Mark 10:29,30; John 15:20; Acts 8:1; 2 Timothy 3:12; 1 Peter 4:12-16.

Just as the scripture says that a man’s enemies are they of his own household (Micah 7:6; Matthew 10:21,36; Psalm 41:9). Joseph’s initial persecution and problems started in his family. His brothers hated him to the core and nicknamed him “the dreamer” (Genesis 37:19). The hatred was to the point that they could have even killed him except for the plea of one of them (Genesis 37:20-24). Ultimately they sold him into slavery as a way of getting rid of his dreams (Genesis 37:25-28).

Persecution is a normal thing in the christian life (Matthew 5:10-12; Mark 10:29,30; John 15:20; Acts 8:1; 2 Timothy 3:12; 1 Peter 4:12-16).

FOREIGN PROBLEMS AND DISCOURAGEMENTS

Genesis 39:10-21; 40:14,23; 1 Samuel 22:2; 30:1-6; 1 Kings 19:1-4; Numbers 21:4,5; Proverbs 24:10; Job 5:6,7,19; 3:26; 14:1; Psalm 3:1,2.

For Joseph, problems were both internal and external, inside and outside. He faced the problem of seduction by Portiphar’s wife. Refusing to yield to her corrupting advances landed Joseph in the prison (Genesis 39:10-21). His boss that he had faithfully served gave no opportunity of defending himself but threw him into prison unjustly. He was not given a fair trial.

He was forgotten by the person he showed kindness to by interpreting his dream (Genesis 40:14,23).

External problems have a way of disorienting a person if not handled with wisdom (1 Samuel 30:1-6; Proverbs 24:10).

FAITH’S PATH AND DECISION

Genesis 39:10-21; 40:14,15; 14:21-24; Romans 4:18-22; Hebrews 10:23; 11:11,24-27; Nehemiah 2:20; Psalm 75:6,7; 1 Samuel 2:6-8; 

Faith keeps on believing that the dream that God has placed in ones mind will surely come to pass even if it seems to be delayed (Habakkuk 2:3). Faith believes that the God of heaven that gave the dream in the first place will prosper us. Faith therefore labours on with an eye for achievement (Nehemiah 2:20). Faith believes even when the situation seems hopeless and helpless. Faith will not stagger at the promise of God (Romans 4:18-22; Hebrews 10:23; 11:11).

Faith refuses to compromise and settle for the second best or find an “easier” way out. Promotion will come from God not through the recommendation of Portiphar’s wife (following yielding to her sexual advances) (Psalm 75:6,7; 1 Samuel 2:6-8).

Faith will rather suffer affliction with God’s people than enjoy the pleasures of Egypt for a season (Hebrews 11:24-27). Joseph will rather go to prison for righteousness’ sake than be enjoy the freedom of a sinner (Genesis 39:10-21; Proverbs 15:16; 16:8; 19:1; 28:6).

Faith will always seek only for the right means to achieve a justifiable end. Joseph desires to get out of prison, but he will only seek a righteous means to achieve his goal  (Genesis 40:14,15).

When the giants are SITTING ON YOUR PREMISES, it is time to be STANDING ON HIS PROMISES.

FRUITFUL POSSIBILITIES AND DESTINATION

Genesis 41:1-41; 26:22; Psalm 30:5; 84:11; Nehemiah 2:20; Jeremiah 29:11; Joshua 1:3,5,8; 21:45; 23:14.

Years may come and go but the God-given dreams will come to fulfilment. Joseph got to the destination that God originally mapped out for him. He became the prime minister of Egypt (Genesis 41:1-41). God will eventually make room for us for the fulfilment of the dreams (Genesis 26:22).

Problems, sorrow and difficulties may endure for the night but joy will come in the morning (Psalm 30:5).

