TRANSFORMING NOBODIES INTO ACHIEVERS

God is in the business of transforming nobodies into achievers. He takes those who were not a people and transforms them into His peculiar people (1 Peter 2:10). He takes the hopeless and the helpless and gives them a future and a hope (Ephesians 2:11-22; Jeremiah 29:11).

We as children of God ought to be like God (Matthew 5:45,48). We should be interested in transforming nobodies into achievers, reshaping societal misfits for a brighter destiny, taking losers from the valley of mediocrity and placing them on the pinnacle of excellence, taking beggars from the dunghill and making them to inherit the throne of glory and sit among princes (1 Samuel 2:8).

God never gives up on anybody except the individual gives up on himself. The past may be a mess but your future is spotless. If you will allow, God can transform you from a nobody to a somebody, from insignificance to significance, from a victim to a victor, from a conquered grasshopper to a giant killer.

CHAMPIONS BEHIND THE TRANSFORMATION

Judges 11:4-33; 1 Samuel 22:2; 30:1-20; 2 Samuel 23:8-39; Nehemiah 1:1-4; 2:1-20; 3:1-30; 4:1-6; 6:15; Acts 4:13; Matthew 4:18-22.
Moses, David, Jephthah, Nehemiah and Jesus were champions by any standard. They transformed nobodies into great achievers because they saw beyond the external shell into the internal quality. They saw the potential in the seeming nobodies that surrounded them.
The nobodies that followed Abimelech were described as “vain and light” (Judges 9:4). Abimelech only helped to destroy them rather than elevating them (Judges 9:4-6,34,42-57).

The nobodies that followed Jephthah were referred to as “vain men” (Judges 11:3). However Jephthah so trained and transformed them that they became mighty warriors and a formidable team. Israel had to request their services to win the war against Ammon (Judges 11:4-33).

Anyone can criticize, it takes a champion to see the potential in people

The first four hundred (400) men that followed David were described as follows: “And every one that was in distress, every one that was in debt, every one that was discontented, gathered themselves unto him; and he became a captain over them: and there were with him about four hundred men” (1 Samuel 22:2). Later, another set of two hundred joined David’s team (1 Samuel 30:9). David trained and transformed these nobodies into mighty warriors and men of honour and achievement (1 Samuel 30:1-20; 2 Samuel 23:8-39).
Nehemiah led a group of discouraged, distressed and demoralized citizens to rebuild the broken walls of Jerusalem in record time. He galvanized them to action and reshapened their future (Nehemiah 1:1-4; 2:1-20; 3:1-30; 4:1-6; 6:15).
Moses led a group of people who have been brainwashed and conditioned to accept slavery as their lot, who will complain at the least opportunity to become a mighty, conquering nation with full self government.

Most people would have written off Rahab but God and the two spies sent by Joshua saw the potential in her: (1) She protected the spies; (2) She provided valuable information that aided the conquest of Jericho; (3) She became a part of Israel and an ancestor of Christ.

Jesus took a group of “unlearned and ignorant” fishermen and transformed them into mighty apostles (Acts 4:13; Matthew 4:18-22). Most church founders would have written off the Galilean fishermen preferring to recruit educated people like Nicodemus, the lawyers and the scribes. But Christ saw the potential in them. He saw their: (1) teachability and readiness to learn; (2) prompt obedience; (3) ability to accept challenge; (4) willingness to adapt and ruggedness.
When Christ told someone that foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests but the son of man has no where to lay his head, they were still ready to go with him (Luke 9:57,58).

CHALLENGES INHERENT IN THE TASK

Numbers 13:26-33; 14:1-3; 11:1-15; 21:4-9; 1 Kings 19:4; Exodus 18:20; Acts 4:13; 1 Samuel 30:10, 21-30; Acts 20:35.
Transforming nobodies into achievers is a great and arduous task. There are many challenges inherent in the task and only champions can survive the onslaught of these challenges and not buckle under their weight:

1. Changing their defeatist and self-negating mentality

Nobodies never see any worth in themselves. They see any positive comment about themselves as mere flattery. Their outlook to life is always negative. They never notice a sunrise but are quick to point out a sunset. They always see the cloud but fail to notice that today’s cloud may be pregnant with tomorrow’s rain. They always think like conquered grasshoppers (Numbers 13:26-33).

The first challenge in transforming nobodies to achievers is changing this defeatist and self-negating mentality and outlook (1 Kings 19:4).

2. Training and equipping them with valuable and essential skills

Nobodies generally live without direction and purpose. They usually grow up without education or any useful skill. Hence they cannot even take advantage of opportunities around them. One of the challenges in transforming them into achievers is to equip them with necessary skills, train them in methods and practical skills (Exodus 18:20; Acts 4:13).

3. Patiently altering their behaviour patterns, thinking and action

Nobodies are easily discouraged, always complaining (Numbers 14:1-3; 11:1-15; 21:4-9). Their behaviour can be very rash (1 Samuel 30:6) and can be very selfish and inconsiderate (1 Samuel 30:10, 21-30). They might have been dealt terrible blows by poverty that in time they turn to tight-handed misers. It will take a re-education to turn them into open-handed, generous givers.
CONSEQUENCE OF THE TRANSFORMATION
Acts 4:13; Judges 11:4-33; 2 Samuel 23:8-39; Exodus 19:3-6; Numbers 23:23; Matthew 1:1-5; Hebrews 11:31.
When the transformation is complete, nobodies would have gone through a complete process of metamorphosis and become achievers. The transformation results in a triumphant climax.

The Galilean fishermen became so bold and masterly in their gospel presentation that the populace took notice (Acts 4:13). Jephthah’s men became a formidable team that could spearhead national deliverance (Judges 11:4-33).

David’s men became mighty warriors and leaders in Israel thereby laying the foundation for conquest in David’s time and peace in Solomon’s time (2 Samuel 23:8-39).

Rahab became a woman of note in Israel and God integrated her into the Messiah’s lineage (Matthew 1:1-5; Hebrews 11:31).

Israel became a peculiar treasure, a formidable nation against which there is no enchantment or divination (Exodus 19:3-6; Numbers 23:23).
