THE SECRETS OF WINNERS II

The principles that we have looked at so underguard the success and achievement of heroes of faith like Gideon, Moses, Joshua, Caleb, Paul and a host of others.

Success does not have to be elusive if we follow God’s ordained and revealed principles. The highway of success is never a smooth road, there are bumps along the way but the bumps are what you can climb on. Winners have their share of life’s bruises but the scars pale into insignificance in the light of their achievements.

It is not that winners have never shed tears but their tears have watered many gardens to bloom. Winners have their share of failures and defeats along the way, but their determination to keep keeping on until they win the victory secure for them the crown. Every rose has a thorn. Your roses may have thorns but don’t forget that your thorns may have some blooming roses too.

Notwithstanding the price to be paid, success tastes sweet and victory makes all the trouble to have been worthwhile. Irrespective of your circumstances, determine to win and refuse to fail or be defeated.

DETERMINATION AND FEARLESSNESS

Numbers 13:30-33; 14:6-10; Joshua 14:6-15; 1:6,7,9; Nehemiah 2:17-20; 6:9-15; Jeremiah 1:8,10,17,19

Winners are determined to succeed irrespective of the odds they may encounter. Impossibility is a word that can never be found in their dictionary. They know they can always find a way or make a way.

They refuse to settle for the second best. They are determined to whether the greatest of storms, to cross any impassable river, to penetrate Jericho walls, to subdue and conquer the giants (Numbers 13:30-33; 14:6-10; Joshua 14:6-15; 1:6,7,9; Nehemiah 2:17-20; 6:9-15; Jeremiah 1:8,10,17,19).

Many people never achieve anything significant in life because they never attempt great things. They are too afraid to fail because they dread the comments of people should they fail. Fear of failure will glue you to the valley of defeat, it will imprison you in the dungeon of mediocrity. Never be afraid of failure. Failure is not a sin. It is better to fail while attempting something great and noble than never to try at all. Aim high. Low aim is almost a crime. Fear will always paralyse the machinery of success and will bring everything to a standstill (Nehemiah 6:9,13; Acts 4:18-21; 5:17-20,27-29).

Winners have more records of failures than losers. It is in the process of failing many times that winners discover the winning formula, the come to recognise what works and what doesn’t, the strategies that bring them the ultimate success. One highly successful individual has said that “if you want to succeed, double your failure rate”.

DISCERNMENT AND FORESIGHT

Proverbs 22:3; 27:12; 6:6-8; 14:15; Nehemiah 4:7-23; John 6:15; Amos 5:13

Winners always have a knack for recognising impending troubles or foresee future bottlenecks. They therefore make provision and allowance for such ever before they arise. They envisage emergencies and therefore make contingency plans to cope with them.

“A prudent man foreseeth the evil, and hiddeth himself: but the simple (foolish) pass on, and are punished” (Proverbs 22:3; 27:12).

Winners foresee danger and escape it but the foolish, inexperienced do not and suffer for it. Nehemiah had foresight and he made provisions for emergencies (Nehemiah 4:7-23).

Ability to anticipate problems and possibly map out a strategy for victory is essential in every project that is expected to have a successful outcome.

Foresight helped Christ to escape a situation where people could have forced Him to settle for the second best, to go for a lesser goal (John 6:15). The discerning person looks well to his going (Proverbs 14:15; Amos 5:13).

DISCIPLINE AND FORTHRIGHTNESS

Proverbs 24:30-34; 12:27; 1 Corinthians 9:25-27; 1 Timothy 6:12; 2 Timothy 4:7,8; 2:5; Galatians 5:22,23.

Many battles have been lost as a result of indiscipline and indulgence. Indiscipline is like a termite that will slowly eat away at the foundation of any success.

Winners are always disciplined people. They are disciplined enough to work when there is no motivation to work, to write when there is no inspiration to write, to pray when there is no urgency to pray. They know that the disciplined doing of what needs doing is what ensures success.

It is indiscipline and laziness that are responsible for overgrown farms that yield weeds rather than beneficial crops (Proverbs 24:30-34). It is indiscipline that makes the precious proceeds of hunting to go rotten (Proverbs 12:27).

Discipline enables us to master the flesh and make it our slave. It enables us to forgo carnal appetites and focus on our goals. It makes us to look beyond fleeting enjoyment to enduring joy and values. Discipline is what makes athletes to rise up at dawn and train when they would rather lie lazily in bed (1 Corinthians 9:25-27).

Discipline is at the root of self-control and it is what prevents excess and intoxication with even the good things of life (food, sleep, drink, etc.). Temperance or self-control is part of the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22,23).

There is also the necessity of seeking success the right way, “striving lawfully” if we expect to be crowned. Success that is achieved by fraudulent means or at the expense of others is not true success. It is cursed success! (Proverbs 13:11; 2 Timothy 2:5). Be forthright in all your dealings!

Victory is sweet and the crown is rightly won when we fight the good fight of faith (1 Timothy 6:12; 2 Timothy 4:7,8).

