THE PATH TO LASTING SUCCESS
There is no magic to success. There is a process. We can all follow the principles that enable people to succeed.

The path to lasting success is clearly earmarked. God intended man to be fruitful and have dominion (Genesis 1:26-28). Although man lost this ability in part, Christ came to restore it back to man.

Without Christ we can do nothing (John 15:5). However, if we acknowledge God in our lives, with Him all things are possible (Luke 1:37).

ASPIRATION AND ENNOBLING VISION

Proverbs 29:18; 1 Timothy 3:1; Genesis 37:1-20; Numbers 13:30; Joshua 14:6-15; 1 Samuel 2:8; 1 Chronicles 4:9,10; Nehemiah 1:1-11; 2:17-20; 2 Kings 2:1-15
“Where there is no vision, the people perish” (Proverbs 29:18). What is vision? Vision is the picture of your tomorrow. A vision is a clear picture of where you are going, what you hope to be and do, a mental map of your destination. Succeeding and being somebody starts with aspiration (1 Timothy 3:1).
Without vision, we will drift aimlessly through life. Without vision, life is robed of its purpose. Time is frittered away without feeling its import.
Vision is the sculptor’s mental image of what he intends to carve. It is the potter’s mental picture of what he intends to mold.

Vision instills life with purpose and infuses it with passion. It takes a vision to attempt the impossible. It takes a vision to reach out for the skies. It takes vision to refuse to be a nobody. It takes vision to rise from obscurity to prominence, from the dunghill to the throne of glory, from mediocrity to significance (1 Samuel 2:8; 1 Chronicles 4:9,10).

It is difficult to sidetrack a man with a vision and a dream like Joseph with lesser pursuits and base pleasures (Genesis 37:1-20; 39:1-23). Vision imparts strength and vigour to those like Caleb and Joshua who possess it (Numbers 13:30; Joshua 14:6-15).

The vision of a rebuilt Jerusalem kept Nehemiah going despite opposition from within and without (Nehemiah 1:1-11; 2:17-20). The vision of the double portion kept Elisha going despite the discouraging words of the sons of the prophets and the spectre of impassable Jordan (2 Kings 2:1-15).

Restore you ability to dream again. What do you want to accomplish with your life? Make it clear and tangible so that it does not get eroded by the flood of time or get lost in the fog of daily life. Write it down. Make it plain. Run with the vision. Wait for its fulfillment (Habakkuk 2:2).

ANCHORED TO ENDURING VALUES

Galatians 5:13; 1 Corinthians 16:14-16; 10:24; 13:5; Romans 15:1-3; Exodus 3:7-10; 12:50,51; Joshua 14:1; 
2 Samuel 7:1,2; Genesis 1:26-28; John 10:10.

True and lasting success is always anchored to enduring values. True success ennobles mankind. Getting wealthy while creating many drunkards in the process is not ennobling success. Getting rich while debasing others through prostitution or destroying lives through hard drugs is not true success. That is wealth gotten by vanity and it is cursed by God (Proverbs 13:11).
Success goes beyond material wealth. True success will result in service to others (Galatians 5:13; 1 Corinthians 16:14-16; 10:24; 13:5; Romans 15:1-3). True success makes an ennobling contribution to mankind.

Moses brought Israel out of Egyptian bondage. He made a contribution to their life (Exodus 3:7-10; 12:50,51). Joshua took Israel into their promised inheritance. He made a contribution to their life (Joshua 14:1). David established the kingdom and subdued their enemies round about them. He made a contribution to their life (2 Samuel 7:1,2). Jesus came to die on the cross to re-establish dominion for mankind as God originally planned it. He made a contribution to our life (Genesis 1:26-28; John 10:10). The writers of the Bible penned God’s word for us, gave us direction for life’s journey, a light for our path, a lamp for our feet. They made a contribution (Psalm 119:105).

What will you be known for in life? What contribution will you make? A doctor or a nurse bringing healing to the sick? A lawyer bringing justice to the oppressed? A teacher bringing knowledge to the ignorant? A leader pioneering the way for his people?

ACCOMPLISHED THROUGH EXCEPTIONAL VALOUR

Proverbs 22:29; 10:4,5; 12:24,27; 13:4; Romans 12:11Acts 20:34,35; Genesis 41:45-57; 1 Corinthians 15:10; 2 Corinthians 11:23; Colossians 1:29.
True and lasting success does not come easy. It will stretch us beyond measure. It is accomplished through hard work – intelligent hard work!

	The only place success comes before work is in the dictionary

Donald Kendall

Chairman, Pepsi Co.


Great men work very hard for the success they achieve (Proverbs 22:29; 10:4,5; 12:24,27; 13:4; Romans 12:11Acts 20:34,35; Genesis 41:45-57; 1 Corinthians 15:10; 2 Corinthians 11:23; Colossians 1:29). The man who intends to succeed will keep going when others are tired and retired.

	The heights by great men reached and kept

Were not attained by sudden flight,

But they, while their companions slept,

Were toiling upward in the night.

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow




