PROSPERING IN HOSTILE ENVIRONMENTS

Psalm 23:5

The world is not a nursery for children to play but a battlefield for men to engage in warfare. For the christian, the world will always be a hostile environment. The whole world lies in wickedness and is contrary to every principle of righteousness (1 John 5:19). The world manifests hostility towards the believer for belonging to Christ and depending on His word (John 17:14). The hostile environment will always be there. God will not completely  eliminate it as at present but will preserve and prosper us inspite of it (John 17:15). Like Joseph, God can make you to forget all your toil and cause you to be fruitful in the land of your affliction (Genesis 41:51,52).Though the archers may sorely grieve you, shoot at you, and hate you, God can make your bow to abide in strength and your arms to be strong (Genesis 49:22-26).

However the believer can prosper spiritually, physically, socially and otherwise in spite of the hostile environments because we have the assurance of God’s word that “Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over” (Psalm 23:5).

PROVISION OF THE ETERNAL

Psalm 23:555; Philippians 4:19; Hebrews 4:16; Proverbs 10:22; Daniel 4:35; Ephesians 1:11; Isaiah 65:21-24.

Every table needs preparation. However the nature of the provision will be dependent on the person making the provision.

God is the one who is preparing a table before us. This is very significant because:

(1) His resources are inexhaustible (Philippians 4:19; Hebrews 4:16).

(2) He has the power and authority to make the preparations. No devil can query Him “what doest thou?” (Daniel 4:35; Ephesians 1:11).

(3) His provision enriches and enhances life (Proverbs 10:22).

The enemy always wants to do two things: (a) either stop the blessings of God from flowing into our lives (b) or if he can’t succeed in doing that, take the blessing away and appropriate it for himself.

However see God’s unchanging promise to you (Isaiah 65:21-24).

PRESENCE OF THE ENEMIES

Psalm 23:5; 112:10; 1 John 4:4; 5:4; Ephesians 6:12,13,16; 1 Peter 5:8,9; John 17:14,15.

The believer is always surrounded by enemies. The devil our arch-enemy engineers others to persecute, disturb, torment, oppress. We wrestle against principalities and powers and wicked spirits in high places (Ephesians 6:12,13,16; 1 Peter 5:8,9). However we need not fear because this is normal (John 17:14,15). Our faith will win the victory (1 John 5:4). Greater is He that lives in us than he that lives in the world (1 John 4:4).

God does not do His things in secret. When we give, pray and fast secretly, He rewards openly (Matthew 6:4,6,18). What He tells and does for us privately, He has commanded us to shout it upon housetops (Matthew 10:27).

He will not bless us in secret. He does not need to eliminate our enemies before prospering us. He blesses us in spite of the hostility. He prepares a table before us in the very presence of our enemies in order to make it more painful for the enemy. The enemy gnashes his teeth at the prosperity, honour and divine blessing upon the righteous (Psalm 112:10).

PRINCIPLES AND EXAMPLES

Genesis 26:14-23,26-28; 31:1,5-9,24,29,41-42; 37:5-11,19,20; 39:20; 44:14; 45:4-7; 50:18-20; Nehemiah 1:3; 2:10; 4:1-3; 6:15,16; Daniel 3:20,21,29,30; 6:16,25-28; Exodus 1:1-11; Numbers 23:1-23.

Examples abound in the scriptures of those that God prepared a table for in the presence of their enemies.

The Philistines hated Isaac, desecrated his inheritance and did everything to destroy his wealth but God prospered him, made room for him and prepared a table for him in the very presence of his enemies (Genesis 26:14-23,26-28).

Despite the wicked scheming of Laban, God blessed Jacob and prepared a table before him in the presence of this enemy (Genesis 31:1,5-9,24,29,41-42).

Despite the murderous hatred of his brothers and the destructive plot of Portiphar’s wife, God eventually prepared a table before Joseph in the presence of all these enemies (Genesis 37:5-11,19,20; 39:20; 44:14; 45:4-7; 50:18-20).

Despite the combined strength of Nehemiah’s enemies and their wicked strategies, the broken walls were rebuilt and God surely prepared a table for him in the presence of these enemies (Nehemiah 1:3; 2:10; 4:1-3; 6:15,16).

Daniel, Shadrach, Meshack and Abednego had many enemies. Despite all the persecution that led to their being thrown in the fire and the lions’ den, they were preserved by God and promoted by the king. God prepared a table before them in the presence of their enemies (Daniel 3:20,21,29,30; 6:16,25-28).

Despite the wicked plans of Pharaoh, God blessed Israel in Egypt (Exodus 1:1-11). God blessed Israel and prepared a table before them in the very presence of Balak (Numbers 23:1-23).

Despite the mischievous acts and hatred of Satan, God prepared a table for Job in the very presence of the devil. God built an hedge around him and prospered him greatly  (Job 1:6-11).

What were the principles that we can learn from the lives of those that God prepared a table for in the presence of their enemies?

(1) Let God be your shepherd (Psalm 23:1)

(2) Submit to God’s leading (lying in green pastures, standing beside still waters) (Psalm 23:2)

(3) Be led in the paths of righteousness (Psalm 23:3; Matthew 6:33)

(4) Cultivate the presence of God (Psalm 23:4)

(5) Make God your source of provision (Psalm 23:5; 121:1-2; 123:1-2)

(6) Desire to dwell with God eternally (Psalm 23:6).

