MORE THAN CONQUERORS

Romans 8:31-37

God’s plan for His children is that they should live as victors not as victims. Inspite of the problems and the vicissitudes of life, God our Father wants us to be more than conquerors. Apostle Paul wrote this portion of scripture and his life and experience confirmed what he wrote. Even in the face of death, he could be joyful and triumphant in his disposition. He called his oncoming execution a sacrificial offering, he looked forward to his reward for the gospel work already done. He died not as an abandoned ambassador but a valiant soldier of the cross. He considered himself not a victim of Caesar’s wickedness but an acceptable sacrifice for the Lord. He maintained the disposition of mind of one who was more than a conqueror (2 Timothy 4:6-8).

PROBLEMS AND CRISES Romans 8:33-37

John 15:18-20; 16:33; 7:7; 17:14-15; Matthew 23:31-35; 5:10-12; 10:22; Luke 6:20-26; 1 Peter 4:14-16; Jeremiah 2:30; Isaiah 66:5; 2 Corinthians 11:23-33; Hebrews 11:33-40.

Problems and crises are normal. Some are engineered by the Devil, others come as a result of our foolishness, yet others are tests of faith. Whatever the problems, God has designed that the christian will be victorious.

Some problems we can face are highlighted in these verses: false accusation (verse 33), unfounded condemnation and unjust criticism (verse 34), economic austerity (famine), political instability (sword), emotional imbalance (distress), physical abuse or oppression (persecution), social destitution and upheaval (tribulation), etc. (verse 35).

The above cover the spectrum of problems that can come our way. Nobody is immune from problems. As long as we are in the world, we shall sometimes have tribulation (John 16:33), and persecution (John 15:20). It is therefore essential that we prepare ourselves for such times and be determined to overcome.

PROCLAMATION OF THE CONFIDENT Romans 8:37

Job 19:25-27; Psalm 118:17; Mark 5:25-34; Judges 8:4-7; 1 Samuel 17:32-37,46; Nehemiah 2:19,20

The proclamation of the christian at such times of problems and crises should be upbeat, positive, confident as the apostle declared here: “Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors” (Romans 8:37).
In the battle against fortified cities and powerful giants, the more than conqueror will declare “we be well able to overcome” (Numbers 13:30). 

Consider the following proclamations of the confident despite their situations in life (Job 19:25-27; Psalm 118:17; Mark 5:25-34; Judges 8:4-7; 1 Samuel 17:32-37,46; Nehemiah 2:19,20).

PARTNERSHIP WITH CHRIST Romans 8:31-34,37

John 15:5; Philippians 4:13; Acts 17:28; John 16: 33; 1 Corinthians 15:57; 2 Corinthians 2:14; 10:4-6; Hebrews 13:5-6; Luke 10:19; Psalm 44:5

It is important to note that “we are more than conquerors THROUGH HIM THAT LOVED US”. Our victory stems from partnership with Christ. Our victory is rooted in Calvary. “If God be for us, who can be against us?”. The answer is very obvious.

God did not spare His son but delivered Him up for our justification. If anybody tries to lay anything to our charge, God comes to our rescue (vs 33). If condemnation knocks at our door, Christ pleads and intercedes for us (vs 34).

If we form a league with Christ, God will be our helper and we can confidently say so (Hebrews 13:5,6). Partnership with Christ implies separation from sin and works of darkness (2 Corinthians 6:14-18; Ephesians 5:3-16; 4:17-25; 1 John 1:6; 2:6).

PERSECUTION OF CONSECRATED Romans 8:38-39

Romans 4:21; 2 Timothy 1:12; Hebrews 11:13,23-27; Acts 4:18-20; Philippians 1:20,21; Psalm 48:14; Joshua 24:15; Ruth 1:16 

Our Christianity should go beyond the plains of ease. We serve God not because of the blessings we receive but for who He is. Problems or not, solution or not, God is worthy to be worshipped. We need to consecrate our lives to really serve the Lord (2 Corinthians 5:7,15).

The persuasion of the consecrated is that nothing (problems, prosperity, death, life, angels, etc.) shall be able to separate him from the love of God. What a wonderful commitment. Are you that determined? Are you fully persuaded about serving Christ? Are there some things or some people that make you shaky in your convictions? Are you resolved to be a christian come what may? Will you join the band of those who are more than conquerors?

Strong persuasion was the hallmark of saints of old (Romans 4:21; 2 Timothy 1:12; Hebrews 11:13,23-27; Acts 4:18-20; Philippians 1:20,21; Psalm 48:14; Joshua 24:15; Ruth 1:16).  

