MAKING A SUCCESS OF YOUR STUDIES
Man was created to succeed and not to fail and success can be yours. Our success is not spun in the mill of favourable circumstances nor forged at the anvil of helpful associates, it is fashioned in the stable of our own purpose.

You can make a success of your studies irrespective of the problems that may befall you along the way.

THE ROLE OF THE STUDENT

Cf. Luke 19:10 with John 6:15; Luke 14:28-33; Matthew 13:44; Jeremiah 29:11

It is essential to have a fixed purpose and to realize that you are primarily a student before any other social activity. It is a foolish person that will place extra-curricular activities and social acceptance as priority over his/her studies. Next to the time invested in worshipping God (Matthew 6:33), every student ought to earmark quality time for his/her studies - time for assignments, projects, long essay, systematic study, background reading etc. Never procrastinate until you have to work at break-neck pace to meet deadlines for submission of assignments, or rush preparation for tests. Plan a timetable and be disciplined and determined to follow it.

THE REASONS FOR YOUR STUDIES

Matthew 7:24-27; 12:3,4; Luke 13:1-5; Acts 8:27-35; 1:1; Luke 1:1-4; John 20:31

There are many reasons why people study and yours will fall into one of the categories. People study to acquire knowledge, gain insight, learn new skills, improve existing skills, advancement of professional status, acquire a specialized skill or merely for personal pleasure. Knowing the reason(s) behind your studies gives you a kind of impetus and determination to keep on in the face of adverse circumstances and seeming impossibilities. Why are you here to study? Find out the reason and let it motivate you towards successful achievement. In general we study so as to be able to live better and work more effectively.

THE ROUTE TO YOUR SUCCESS

Proverbs 12:27; 13:4; 15:19; 18:9; 19:15,24; 20:4; 21:5,17,25; 22:13,29; Genesis 41:51,52; 26:12-22

Success is never delivered on a platter of gold. Successful people work hard for their success. Diligence is an essential ingredient for successful achievement. Successful people never quit and quitters never succeed. It is mandatory to develop a “stick-to-it iveness” attitude, the ability to concentrate on an important task until it is done and not be sidetracked by every trifling program which in the short run may look urgent but in the long run is not important. Never allow yourself to be held in bondage by the tyranny of the urgent. Learn to distinguish between the urgent and the important.

Plan your work and work your plan. There is no substitute for work, hard work!

THE RELEVANCE OF THE SAVIOUR

Psalm 127:1,2; 31:19; John 15:5; Haggai 1:5-11; 1 Corinthians 15:10; Joshua 1:7,8

Good success cannot be obtained outside of God. Without Him we can do nothing. If God withdraws His help and enablement, the proud human helpers stoop in vain. In God we move, live and have our being. The younger son sought fulfilment outside of the Father’s control but ended in misery (Luke 15:11-17); the fishermen failed without the Saviour’s assistance and caught nothing (Luke 5:1-5). Christ is God’s own ladder leading to fulfilment and success in every department of life (Genesis 28:12-16; John 1:51).

