LIFE’S LITTLE HINGES

Most people in life are always looking for the great events that will make a difference in their lives, the spectacular happenings that will turn the tide, the extraordinary occurrence that will bring about the needed change. But more often than not, life is like doors that turn on little hinges. It is usually the little things that we overlook, the small things that we despise that hold the way to progress and prosperity.

In God’s scheme of things, it is the little one of yesterday that has become today’s thousand, it is the small one of today that will become tomorrow’s strong nation (Isaiah 60:22). God’s noble counsel to us is never to despise the day of small beginnings (Zechariah 4:10).

SCRIPTURAL EXAMPLES AND LESSONS

Exodus 4:2,17; 7:9,10,19-21; Judges 15:15-19; John 6:1-13; 1 Kings 17:7-16; 2 Kings 4:1-37; 1 Samuel 30:1-31; Genesis 18:1-33; 19:27,29; Colossians 3:12-14; Ephesians 4:32; Proverbs 11:24-26.

There are many scriptural examples that illustrate the above point and the tremendous lessons they teach us are all too evident.

Moses’ rod became an instrument of miracles (Exodus 4:2,17; 7:9,10,19-21). Samson’s jawbone of an ass became an instrument of victorious warfare and physical refreshing (Judges 15:15-19). The small boy’s lunch became the foundation for the feeding of the five thousand and the demonstration of God’s miraculous power (John 6:1-13). 

The widow of Zarephath’s little cruse of oil and meal was used of God to keep her family and God’s prophet alive at the time of acute famine (1 Kings 17:7-16). A poor woman’s pot of oil became the seed of prosperity and abundance for her family (2 Kings 4:1-7).

The main lesson here is that little is much when God is in it. 

David’s little kindness led to the salvation of a whole community and the recovery of lost possessions (1 Samuel 30:1-31). The Shunamite woman’s little kindness brought her a prophet’s reward and the rolling away of her reproach (2 Kings 4:8-37). Abraham’s little kindness turned out to be his blessing and Lot’s salvation (Genesis 18:1-33; 19:27,29). The lesson that we learn here is that the saint should be full of the bowels of mercies and kindness (Colossians 3:12-14; Ephesians 4:32). Kindness often can open doors that other things fail to open. He that waters shall be watered also (Proverbs 11:24-26; 1 Samuel 30:20-31).

SAINTS’ EXPERIENCE AND LEARNING

Romans 15:4; 4:23,24; 8:31,37; Exodus 4:2; 2 Kings 4:1-7; Matthew 17:20; Luke 17:6; 1 John 5:4; Luke 21:1-4; Mark 12:41-44; 2 Corinthians 8:1-5; 1 Kings 18:41,44; Genesis 11:1-9; Ecclesiastes 4:9-12; Daniel 6:1-28; 3:1-30; Genesis 37-42.

The foregoing examples are written for our benefit so that we can learn and gain experience (Romans 15:4; 4:23,24).

What do you have? What is in your hand? (Exodus 4:2; 2 Kings 4:1-7). Some are apt to reply little faith, small money, little cloud, feeble efforts etc.

Your little faith like a grain of mustard seed will move mountains, bring victory, procure deliverance and make you more than a conqueror, an overcomer indeed (Matthew 17:20; Luke 17:6; 1 John 5:4; Romans 8:30-39).

Your small money can elicit Christ’s commendation and your sacrificial giving can lead to tremendous provision like that of the Macedonians (Luke 21:1-4; Mark 12:41-44; 2 Corinthians 8:1-5).

Your little cloud like a man’s hand can be the evidence of an abundance of rain that is on the way (1 Kings 18:41,44). Feeble efforts when combined with that of others can be a mighty force that will accomplish much (Genesis 11:1-9; Ecclesiastes 4:9-12).

Others when asked what they have will only reply that all they ever have is problem. However, even that can be life’s little hinges. It has been said that problems are opportunities in work clothes. Every cloud has a silver lining. Problems can be stepping stones to heroic achievement or they can be stumbling blocks to defeat and mediocrity. The history behind artificial grass/turf, telephone, margarine, methanol, recycled paper, polyester etc. all go to show that problems can be a blessings in disguise and that necessity is the mother of invention.

Don’t weep over your problems. Seek out for solutions and look for the hidden opportunities in them. The oyster turns its problem into pearls that are useful for man and its glory. Don’t waste your sorrows. Your tears can water someone else’s garden. Daniel’s problem led to his promotion (Daniel 6:1-28). The problem of the three Hebrew children led to the abolishing of idolatry, the restoration of the true worship of God and their promotion (Daniel 3:1-30). Joseph’s problems eventually led to become a powerful prime minister in Egypt (Genesis 37-42).

