LOOKING BEYOND THE PRESENT:  ABC OF SUCCESS

The present provides a vantage point from which to analyse and learn from the past. It also provides a launching pad for the future. The present stands between our past and our future.

It offers us the possibility of making mid-course correction so that we can arrive at our anticipated destination.

Standing in the present, we need to forget the past but reach forth to the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus (Philippians 3:13,14).

Except we look beyond the present, we may end up bogged down in the quagmire of the present or sidetracked by the distractions of the present.

Looking beyond the present enables us to see tomorrow’s possibilities, establish a destiny, instill within us hope and courage to work towards the destiny. It ensures we do not quit in the midst of challenges. It gives us the backbone to stay the course.

ENRICHING VISION AND FORESIGHT

Proverbs 29:18; 22:3; 27:12; Habakkuk 2:2,3; Genesis 37:1-20; Ephesians 5:15-17; John 1:46; 1 Samuel 16:6-23.
Young people are not generally noted for having vision. They are too engrossed with enjoying what the present brings that they have no time to look beyond the present into the future that is loaded with tremendous possibilities.

To be anchored to the past is a recipe for defeat. To be preoccupied with the present only is the pathway to mediocrity. We learn from the past, we are rooted in the present but we gaze into and work towards a glorious future.

Vision represents our image of what we hope to do, who we hope to be tomorrow. It is today’s mental map of what will be tomorrow’s reality. It is one of the essential ingredients for success. It is a foundational building block for successful achievement.

“Where there is no vision, the people perish” (Proverbs 29:18). An individual without a vision will drift on life’s ocean. Vision instills a sense of direction and purpose. It gives meaning to striving and living.
Establish an enriching vision for your life. Clarify it and write it down. Let it fire you up and put a spring in your step. Run with the vision (Habakkuk 2:2,3). To have a glorious tomorrow, we need to envision it and work towards it.

Foresight will enable us to avoid rocks on life’s river, prepare to safely navigate dangerous bends. We need foresight in spotting trouble spots, spotting potential in people and places (John 1:46; 1 Samuel 16:6-23).
ENDURING VALUES AND FOCUS

1 Kings 20:39,40; John 6:12-15; 1:29; 4:1-28,40-44; Mark 4:35-41; Philippians 3:13,14; Matthew 7:24-27.
Vision without enduring values is likely to be aborted. It is bound to end with a massive crash. Enduring values give vision the backbone and robustness it needs to thrive. They provide solid principles on which to build for tomorrow. These include priorities, goal setting, planning, commitment, time management, etc.

I have condensed these into a few major points:

(1) Prioritize your schedule and schedule your priorities

Don’t be busy here and there. Establish priorities (1 Kings 20:39,40). Don’t allow the good to be the enemy of the better. Settle for the very best (John 6:12-15; 1:29; 4:40-44).

(2) Budget your resources and be resourceful in your budgeting

(3) Plan your work and work your plan

Planning your work without working your plan will fill your life with idle daydreams. Working without planning will fill life with mindless activities.
(4) Manage your time and be timely in your management
Time is life. Managing your time is essentially managing your life. You can do overlapping activities e.g. traveling and sleeping (Mark 4:35-41), waiting for food and yet preaching the gospel (John 4:1-28). Be earnest and timely in managing your time.
(5) Expand your mind and mind the expansion

Expand your mind as this gives you a greater capacity to succeed. However, not all mind expanding activities are godly and beneficial. Hence mind the expansion. Be selective in your reading and exposure.
(6) Commit to regular increase and regularly increase your commitment

ENNOBLING VIRTUES AND FAITH

Matthew 6:33; Joshua 1:8; Psalm 1:1-3; 2 Chronicles 26:5; 2 Peter 1:5-10; Galatians 5:22,23; Luke 1:37-39; Mark 9:23; Hebrews 6:12; 11:29,30; Joshua 6:1-20.
The Christian life provides a good soil for growing a successful life. Setting goals without seeking God can result in frustration and emptiness in life. Good success is guaranteed to those who seek first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness, those who meditate in God’s word (Matthew 6:33; Joshua 1:8; Psalm 1:1-3).

We need to add to our faith virtue. Christian character flowing out of the fruit of the Spirit provides a framework for successful endeavours (2 Peter 1:5-10; Galatians 5:22,23).

With faith, even a vision of tomorrow that looks too grandiose and almost impossible becomes possible (Luke 1:37-39; Mark 9:23).

We are enjoined to be followers of those who through faith and patience inherited the promises (Hebrews 6:12). By faith, every wall of Jericho standing between us and our promised inheritance will crumble (Hebrews 11:30; Joshua 6:1-20). Faith will enable us to walk through the impossible (Hebrews 11:29).

ENDEARING VICTORY AND FRUITFULNESS

Psalm 126:6; Proverbs 13:11; 22:29; 1 Timothy 6:12; 2 Timothy 4:7,8; Habakkuk 2:2,3; Galatians 6:9
Just as reaping follows sowing, so also does success follow those who have laboured and victory is the fruit of fighting the good fight of faith (Psalm 126:6; Proverbs 13:11; 1 Timothy 6:12; 2 Timothy 4:7,8).
Even though the vision we have may seem to be tarrying, we need the patience to wait for the fulfillment of the vision (Habakkuk 2:2,3). We shall reap in due season if we don’t faint and give up (Galatians 6:9).

There comes a time when we shall stand before kings and not before mean men (Proverbs 22:29).
