JOHN THE BAPTIST: TURNING CROOKED PATHS TO ACCESS ROADS

(Luke 3:4-6; Isaiah 40:3-5; 42:16; 45:2)
The man that intends to create a road through the jungle or a way through the wilderness must be prepared to run some risk. There is the risk of a stubborn, well-rooted tree falling upon him thereby damaging his bulldozer and possibly killing him.

For John the Baptist, this was his lot. The well-rooted priestly class, the Pharisees, the scribes and others in the religious establishment gave him tough time. The soldiers, the publicans, the Herodians and the harlots were all bruised by John’s fiery message.

Eventually one of the stubborn trees fell upon him – Herod killed him. But by the time that this happened, John had turned the crooked paths into access roads, he had finished preparing the way of the Lord. The way was clear for the Messiah to come and fulfil His ministry.

Elijah the prophet suffered a similar fate. He was a lone voice in days of national apostasy. As he was busy clearing the bush and paving the highway of holiness, one stubborn tree in the jungle, Jezebel, damaged Elijah’s self-confidence and ran him out of town (1 Kings 19:1-14).

CLEANING UP THE FAITHLESS MESS

Luke 3:5,7; Isaiah 40:4; 42:16; 45:2; Jeremiah 4:3; Matthew 13:7,22; 3:7; 12:34; 14:3-11; Philippians 2:15.
Before we can commence the construction of a highway, every obstacle must be cleared out of the way – mountains are brought low, valleys are filled, obstructing trees are uprooted, disturbing rubbish is bulldozed away. So also in the spiritual realm as well as in other aspects of life (Luke 3:5; Isaiah 40:4; 42:16; 45:2). 

John the Baptist knew his job very well. He understood the principles of successful achievement very well. He was born in an era of a “generation of vipers, a crooked and perverse generation” (Matthew 3:7; 12:34; Luke 3:7; Philippians 2:15). He knew that nothing tangible could be achieved without first clearing the jungle. He was confronted with hypocritical Pharisees, brutal and bribe-taking soldiers, oppressive and corrupt publicans, licentious and perverted harlots and an immoral and irresponsible leadership (Luke 3:3-14; Matthew 3:3-10).

His first job was to clean up the faithless mess and he accomplished the task without vacillating or hesitating.

We must not sow among thorns. We must clear the weeds first before planting or else no harvest will ever come. It is only a stupid farmer who does not clear the jungle or the weeds before he commences planting. We must first break the fallow ground (Jeremiah 4:3; Matthew 13:7,22).

Without first removing the puss and disinfecting the wound, no lasting good can be done by merely dressing the wound.

What jungles are there in your life and circumstances? Jungle of immorality, lying, unbelief, laziness, lack of focus, etc.? Rise up and clear them up!

COURAGE OF THE FIERY MESSAGE

Matthew 3:3-10; 14:3-11; Luke 3:3-14; Jeremiah 23:28,29; 5:14; Isaiah 51:1; Hebrews 4:12; Acts 2:37.
In John’s calling as a prophet – a forerunner of Christ – the tool he employed to clear the jungle and clean up the faithless mess is the word. He had a fiery message of repentance for all – citizens as well as the leaders in the nation. He addresses the peculiar sins of each segment of the society – prostitution in the rank and file of the nation, adultery in the leadership, oppression and corruption among the military, extortion among the publicans, hypocrisy in the religious establishment. No one was spared the scourge of John’s message. He called a spade a spade. He didn’t generalize it as an agricultural implement. He was direct and forthright. He was bold and audacious to call some a generation of vipers. He confronted Herod the king with the error of his way (Matthew 3:3-10; 14:3-11; Luke 3:3-14).

God’s word has always been the tool to clean up the faithless mess in any and every generation. It is the fire that burns the chaff, the hammer that breaks the stony heart in pieces, the axe used to hew the rock, the double-edged sword that pierces the heart (Jeremiah 23:28,29; 5:14; Isaiah 51:1; Hebrews 4:12; Acts 2:37).

COMMITMENT TO THE FATHER’S MISSION

Luke 1:16,17,76-79; 3:2-14; Matthew 3:3; Mark 1:2-5; John 3:28-36; 1:15-37; Isaiah 40:4,5; 42:16; 45:2.
Clearing the bush is not our destination, constructing an highway is the goal. John had to clear up the faithless mess but he was focused on the Father’s mission. He knew that clearing up the jungle was a means to an end. His life mission was clearly stated and John was focused and committed to it:

(1) Preparing the way of the Lord (Luke 1:17,76; 3:4,5; Matthew 3:3; Mark 1:2-5; John 3:28).

(2) To give knowledge of salvation unto God’s people by the remission of their sins (Luke 1:16,17,77; 3:3,6-14; Mark 1:4,5; Matthew 3:2,6-10).

(3) To give light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death (Luke 1:79).

(4) To guide our feet into the way of peace (Luke 1:79).

(5) To reveal the Messiah to Israel in particular and to the world in general (Luke 3:15-18; John 1:15-37; 3:28-36; Matthew 3:11-17; Mark 1:7).

Till the very end of his ministry, John was focused on the Father’s mission and all he did was to further these ministry objectives.

CONFIRMATION OF THE FAITHFUL MESSIAH

Luke 3:3-14; 1:16,17,77-79; John 1:29,31-36; Mark 1:2-8; Matthew 3:2-10; 11:11; Isaiah 40:4,5; 42:16; 45:2.
John accomplished the ministry goals. By the time that Herod beheaded him, his life work was already done. He had prepared the way of the Lord. He was a trail blazer. By the time Christ came preaching the message of repentance and faith (Mark 1:15), John’s message had already made that terrain familiar. There was already an highway of repentance constructed through John’s message (Matthew 3:3-5; Luke 3:5-14).
He has already revealed the Messiah to the world (John 1:29,31-36). He turned many to God (Luke 1:16,77; 3:3-14; Matthew 3:2-10).

By all standards, John the Baptist was a success because he fulfilled God’s call upon his life. He accomplished his life’s goals though the circumstances were difficult and the era was an apostate era.

Even Christ declared that John the Baptist was an extraordinary prophet, a prophet in a class of his own (Matthew 11:11).

