GOD’S WAY TO THE TOP
Every person created by God has the capacity to succeed because God created man to have dominion (Genesis 1:26-28). Although this dominion was lost at the fall, we can come back into God’s plan by way of redemption through Christ.

The way to the top is clearly signposted. There are divine principles that govern successful achievement.

INHERITANCE THROUGH REDEMPTION

3 John 2; Psalm 35:27; 37:25; 60:12; 108:13; 115:16; 8:4-8; Isaiah 1:19,20; Genesis 1:26-28; 1 Samuel 2:7-9
God wants us to prosper in proportion to our spiritual prosperity (3 John 2). God delights in the prosperity of His people (Psalm 35:27; 37:25). Success is the inheritance of the believer. Willingness and obedience guarantees us the good of the land (Isaiah 1:19,20).

It is through God that we can triumph valiantly (Psalm 60:12; 108:13). However this is only possible when we repent and build a relationship with Him so that in Him we live, move and have our being (Acts 17:24-31).

Success must be built on Christ the Solid Rock for it to be enduring (Matthew 7:24-27). Abiding in Christ is the pathway to fruitfulness (John 15:1-8).

Dominion is our birthright as believers (Genesis 1:26-28; Psalm 115:16; 8:4-8). God wants to lift us up from the dunghill and cause us to inherit the throne of glory and make us to sit among princes (1 Samuel 2:7-9).

Success just as well as healing is the children’s bread (Matthew 15:21-28).

INFORMATION AND REVELATION

Hosea 4:6; Isaiah 5:13; 2 Corinthians 2:11; Proverbs 18:1; 1 Kings 14:1-17; 1 Samuel 10:21-24; Acts 5:1-11; 9:6-16; 8:9-20.
Ignorance is at the root of all captivity, bondage and lack of progress. Ignorance will always be a great liability to any people.

Basic education and information helps towards improving people’s quality of life – health, finance, mental and emotional wellbeing, etc.

Knowledge is a basic foundational building block in life. Without it, life will be lived in the ruts (Hosea 4:6; Isaiah 5:13; 2 Corinthians 2:11).

Knowledge provides the fuel for progress. It provides the raw material for wisdom since wisdom is more or less applied knowledge. Wisdom enables us to profit from acquired knowledge.

Knowledge enables us to make informed decisions, take appropriate action towards a given objective, and ultimately get to our God-ordained destiny.

Knowledge comes from two sources or rather in two ways: acquired through intermeddling with information or revealed by God Almighty (Proverbs 18:1; 1 Kings 14:1-17).

Acquired knowledge comes in the form of information which we gather through reading, listening, studying, conducted experimentation and research:

(1) Reading and studying quality books and magazines

(2) Listening to and watching quality audio, video and multimedia materials

(3) Listening to interviews and documentaries
(4) Conducting technical experimentation, market research, opinion polls, research, etc.

Revelation comes from God. This is imparted knowledge that we do not get by reading or research (Acts 5:1-11; 1 Samuel 10:21-24).

There are times when we are at life’s crossroads and yet we need to make a decision as to how to proceed. The knowledge we have is inadequate to bail us out of the situation and then God steps in and comes to our rescue. One revelation from heaven can alter our lives for the better forever.

Paul went to Macedonia by revelation but Peter and John went to Samaria by information (Acts 9:6-16; 8:9-20). Saul got to Samuel by information but Samuel discovered Saul by revelation (1 Samuel 9:1-27).
INDUSTRY AND RESOURCEFULNESS

Proverbs 13:4,11; 22:29; 12:24; 10:4,5; 6:6-11; Romans 12:11; 1 Thessalonians 4:11; 2 Thessalonians 3:10-12;
God has established that the diligent will bear rule but that the indolent will languish in want and poverty (Proverbs 12:24; 10:4,5).

He that gathers by labour will surely increase (Proverbs 13:11,4). God can never tolerate laziness in the life of the believer. We are commanded to learn from the industrious ants (Romans 12:11; 1 Thessalonians 4:11; 2 Thessalonians 3:10-12; Proverbs 6:6-11).

Successful people work for their success. Diligence elevates to the top (Proverbs 22:29). Gold told man to subdue the earth and have dominion (Genesis 1:26-28). Yet God gave Adam work in the garden. He was to till the ground and keep the garden. He was expected to be hard working (Genesis 2:15).

Resourcefulness helps us to get to our destination another way when the main route is closed. It helps us to be adaptable and flexible. It is responsible for the creation of margarine in place of butter, polyester in place of cotton, fiber glass in place of iron, soghum in place of cocoa, etc.

It enables us to create a way where there is no way, to discover rivers in the desert (The story of Honda).

IMPORTUNITY AND RESOLVE

Luke 18:1-8; 11:5-13; Matthew 15:21-28; Mark 5:25-34; 10:46-52; 1 Kings 18:41-46; Genesis 32:24-32
The path to success is strewn with obstacles. However, the bumps are what we can climb on to get to the top. The impediments are stepping stones on the way to achievement rather than stumbling blocks to defeat.

Successful people have a common trait of perseverance and persistence. They stick to their guns. They refuse to quit. They get going when the going is tough and the road is rough. They know that winners never quit and that quitters never win.

Like the oppressed widow, they win through importunity (Luke 18:1-8). Like the Syrophonecian woman, they have the will to win and they win through perseverance (Matthew 15:21-28). Like the woman with the issue of blood, they win through persistence (Mark 5:25-34). Like blind Bartimaeus, they resolve to get to the top. They break through every odd to get to their destiny. They refuse to be hindered. They rise above every attempt to silence them (Mark 10:46-52).

Jacob was resolved to get blessed by the angel. Despite his dislocated thigh, he continued to wrestle with the angel (Genesis 32:24-32). God will never deny those who resolve to get to the top irrespective of the obstacles that may stand in their way.
INTERCESSION FOR REIGNING 

James 4:2; Ezekiel 36:37; John 16:23,24; Matthew 7:7-11; 2 Corinthians 10:3-5; 2:11-14; 1 Thessalonians 2:18; 1 Corinthians 16:9.
Prayerlessness will rob us of what belongs to us. “You have not because you ask not” (James 4:2) is the verdict of the scriptures. The potential promises and provision become ours in reality as we pray (Ezekiel 36:37). Our joy becomes full as we pray and receive (John 16:23,24; Matthew 7:7-11).
It has been said that we need to train for reigning but it is equally true that we can also tarry for reigning. God has promised to prepare a table before us in the presence of our enemy and to anoint us and shower us with overflowing blessings (Psalm 23:1-6).

However, we will need to pray and engage in spiritual warfare to pull down every satanic stronghold against progress (2 Corinthians 10:3-5). We need to dismantle every satanic hindrance on the way to the top (1 Thessalonians 2:18; 1 Corinthians 16:9).  We need to cancel every satanic distraction from the place of opportunity (2 Corinthians 2:11-14).

