GOD’S WAY TO THE BETTER LIFE

Many people are frantically searching for a quick formula that will deliver the better life for them on a platter of gold. Some people join the occult or secret societies with this as their goal only to realise that their membership in such societies is the beginning of sorrow and bondage. Yet some others feel that having a lot of money will do the trick and they go all out to make money through any and every means. They discover too late that increased wealth has only brought them increased trouble and insecurity.

It is a pity that most people never examine the scriptures to find out God’s way to the better life, yet this is proven and it works. It is the only way that delivers the goods as promised and yet does not add any harmful side effects (Proverbs 10:22).

PRIORITY OF GOD’S PRESENCE

Genesis 30:27-30; 39:2-6; 26:1,12,26-28; Isaiah 6:1-9; Zechariah 3:1-5; 1 Samuel 16:14; Romans 8:31.

God’s presence in a person’s life will guarantee the better life. Examples of this abound in the scriptures. God’s presence in Jacob’s life brought prosperity for him as well as Laban his employer (Genesis 30:27-30). God’s presence in Joseph’s life brought prosperity for Portiphar his master, favour for him everywhere he went and ultimately brought him before Pharaoh who made him prime minister in Egypt (Genesis 39:2-6).

Unbelievers testified of God’s presence in Isaac’s life and attributed his success to this (Genesis 26:1,12,26-28).

The presence of God in a person’s life expels the activity of the enemy (Zechariah 3:1-5) while the absence of God gives room to the enemy to take over (1 Samuel 16:14).

PLACE OF GLORIOUS PURPOSE

Isaiah 43:21; Ecclesiastes 12:13; 1 Peter 2:9; Matthew 5:16; Jeremiah 29:11; 1 Corinthians 9:24-27.

The believer must never live a purposeless life. We ought to live circumspectly and wisely (Ephesians 5:15). The ultimate purpose we live is to glorify God and we must strive to let our lives shine for the glory of God (Isaiah 43:21; Ecclesiastes 12:13; 1 Peter 2:9; Matthew 5:16).

Every other goal and purpose in life must be secondary to this primary purpose of glorifying God. God prospers us that we might praise Him for His goodness and that others might see it and draw closer to Him. If prosperity in our lives does not achieve this end, then we have definitely missed the mark of God’s calling.

PATIENCE AND GREAT PREPARATION

Hebrews 6:12; 10:36; Habakkuk 2:3; Ecclesiastes 9:10; Proverbs 12:24; 13:11; 24:27; Luke 14:28-33.

We inherit God’s promises through faith and patience (Hebrews 6:12; 10:36). The better life sometimes might seem delayed, but we should wait for it because it will surely come (Habakkuk 2:3). God is not a liar. He will do as He has spoken (Numbers 23:19). His promises are yea and amen. Faithful is He who has promised, who also will do it (Hebrews 11:11; 10:23; 2 Corinthians 1:20).

It took about fourteen years before God’s plan for Joseph came to pass. However he was fully prepared to assume responsibility by the time the fulfilment came (Genesis 41:46-49).

Several years elapsed between David’s anointing and his ascension to the throne, but he prepared before and after the anointing and made a success of his calling (1 Samuel 17:34-37).

Many people wait for opportunities to come their way before they will know what to do. Life is structured in a way that opportunities never come to such people. Everything you do today is a preparation for a better life, therefore do it with all your might, acquire new skills, knowledge, learn new perspectives etc. (Ecclesiastes 9:10).

PURSUIT WITH GRACIOUS PASSION

Matthew 7:7-11; 15:21-28; Luke 18:1-8; Numbers 13:30; 14:7-9; Philippians 3:13,14; John 9:4; Romans 12:11

Never live your life on the plains of mediocrity. Live to the full. Put on the full throttle, get it on full blast. Live with vision, mission and passion. Put a zest into living.

It is those who seek diligently, passionately and purposefully that finds. It is those who knock tenaciously and with importunity that eventually have access through the open door. It is those who ask unceasingly and with definiteness that receive (Matthew 7:7-11; 15:21-28; Luke 18:1-8).

Only the passionate like Caleb and Joshua taste the grapes and inherit the land (Numbers 13:30; 14:7-9).

PRAYER AND GLISTERING PURITY

Ezekiel 36:37; James 4:2,3; 1 John 3:22; James 5:16; Psalm 84:11; 34:7-10; 37:23-25,28,29,34,37; Matthew 6:33; 2 Chronicles 26:5.

The promises of God should be great incentives to prayer (Ezekiel 36:37; James 4:2,3). God has invited us to pray and it is our privilege to have answers when we pray (Jeremiah 33:3; Isaiah 65:24; Psalm 91:15; 50:15).

Purity gives an edge of effectiveness to prayer (1 John 3:22; James 5:16). God has promised the better life to the upright and righteous (Psalm 84:11; 34:7-10; 37:23-25,28,29,34,37).

Seeking first the kingdom of God and His righteousness will always guarantee the better life (Matthew 6:33; 2 Chronicles 26:5).

