GOD’S RECIPE FOR GREATNESS
We can learn to prepare delicious meals by following the recipes provided by excellent cooks. In a similar way, we can achieve greatness in life by following God’s recipe for greatness.
Success and greatness are duplicatable. Following biblical principles will get us to the top. There is a path that leads to greatness and God has not left us in the dark concerning this. Christ came so that we can have abundant life (John 10:10). However, whether we live to enjoy this abundant life is up to us. Christ came so that we can reign in life. Whether we actually reign as He intended and designed is up to us. We can never blame God for our plight in life. He has provided everything we need to be our best, to achieve greatness and to enjoy success and dominion. However, too many believers languish in the doldrums because of ignorance (Hosea 4:6; Isaiah 5:13; 2 Corinthians 2:11). God’s truth and revelation has the capacity to set us free and put us on the path to the top (John 8:32,36).
THIRST AND NOBLE DREAMS

1 Timothy 3:1; Philippians 2:13; Philippians 3:13,14; Hebrews 12:2,3; Habakkuk 2:2,3; Judges 6:12-15; Genesis 37:1-20.
Getting to the top and being our best in life starts with thirst, desire and aspirations. The desire of wanting to become a bishop is declared to be a noble desire (1 Timothy 3:1). It is God that plants noble desires and dreams in our hearts (Philippians 2:13).
Our dream represents a clear picture of what we intend to be and do in life. It is the vision of our tomorrow. Our dream is our greatest asset in life. Our dreams have the potential to benefit us and our generation.

Artists and sculptors have visions of what they intend to produce. The great masterpieces started with visions and dreams. As they kept to their dreams, they realized them. Have a dream, work at it and keep to it.

Never be satisfied with a vague idea of your dream because unless your dream is clear and tangible, it will be eroded by the wear and tear of life. A clear and tangible vision propels towards commitment. It empowers us to strive towards the mark as we behold the joy set before us (Philippians 3:13,14; Hebrews 12:2,3).

We need to write down the vision. An unwritten dream is often forgotten and it ends up languishing in the dustbin of history. An unrecorded idea is an idea often lost! (Habakkuk 2:2,3).
Are you as thirsty for success and dominion as Gideon? (Judges 6:12-15). Do you have noble dreams of the future like Joseph? (Genesis 37:1-20).

What we can perceive and conceive, we have the capacity to pursue it and the possibility of achieving it.

THINKING IN NEW DIRECTIONS

Romans 12:2; 2 Corinthians 4:16; Ephesians 4:17,23; 5:15-17; Colossians 3:10; Isaiah 55:8,9; Psalm 139:17,18.
Those who aspire to greatness cannot afford to let their minds coast along on idle. They need to engage their minds to think. Renew your mind so that you can think like God and think the thoughts of God (Romans 12:2; 2 Corinthians 4:16; Ephesians 4:17,23; 5:15-17; Colossians 3:10; Isaiah 55:8,9; Psalm 139:17,18).

When old methods do not work, we don’t have to abandon our principles or the project, we think up new ways of getting to our destination. We create new ways in the wilderness, we create oasis in barren deserts.

Too many people are paralyzed by traditional thinking: “We have never done it that way before” is their mantra.  Majority of people think within the box and therefore obtain mediocre, pedestrian results. Breakthroughs, innovations, inventions etc. come from thinking outside the box.
The mind is like a parachute. If it opens, it works. If it doesn’t open, it doesn’t work. Keep your mind open but not gullible. Many people’s minds are like concrete, thoroughly mixed up and permanently set.

We wear clothes made from petroleum rather than cotton – polyester. Siberia drives on water in winter – why not? Underground car parks and supermarkets – why not? Innovative thinking!
	Congealed thinking is the forerunner of failure … make sure you are always receptive to new ideas.

George Crane


Many people look, only a few really see. Many people see, only a few perceive. Learn to see more than the obvious, learn to think beyond the normal boundaries.

TARGETS AND NEEDFUL DETERMINATION

Matthew 1:21; Luke 19:10; John 4:42; 6:12-15; 1:46; 7:2-10; 2 Kings 2:1-15; 1 Samuel 17:28,29; Daniel 3:20,30; 6:4-16,28; Genesis 37:8,20; 39:19-23; 41:25-57
We need to set goals and targets as we prepare for greatness. Unless we know where we are going, how shall we get there? If you don’t have a tower to build, how will you count the cost? (Luke 14:28-33). Jesus had a goal – to be the Saviour of the world (Matthew 1:21; Luke 19:10; John 4:42; 6:12-15). Paul was so focused on his goal that nothing could move him (Philippians 3:10-14; Acts 20:24).
Our overall target can then be broken down into smaller segments of five years, one year, one month and then daily activities. We then need to be focused and not dissipate our energies on a thousand useless activities. You cannot use a gallon of paint to paint a skyscraper. No matter how much you dilute it, it will not do the job. Be focused! Focus your energy on a few productive activities.

The road to the top is saddled with obstacles. Any road without obstacles leads no where. The bumps are what you can climb on. The obstacles are stepping stones not stumbling blocks. Problems often lead to promotion – Daniel and the three Hebrew children (Daniel 3:20,30; 6:4-16,28). Persecution can often lead us to the palace – remember the case of Joseph (Genesis 37:8,20; 39:19-23; 41:25-57).
We must be determined not to give up when things are difficult. Quitters never win and winners never quit. When the going gets tough, the tough gets going.
We must be determined like blind Bartimaeus to overcome the activities of detractors (Mark 10:46-52).We must be determined like the Syrophonecian woman and the certain widow to overcome the reluctance of people (Matthew 15:21-28; Luke 18:1-8). We must be determined like Elisha to overcome the distraction of unserious friends and Satan to get to our double portion (2 Kings 2:1-15).We must be determined like David and Jesus to overcome the jesting of unbelieving family members in order to fulfil God’s purpose for our lives (1 Samuel 17:28,29; John 1:46; 7:2-10; Hebrews 12:3).

TRIUMPHING BY NOTICEABLE DILIGENCE

Exodus 16:15,16; Psalm 104:28; Romans 12:11; 1 Corinthians 15:10; 2 Corinthians 11:23; Colossians 1:29; John 9:4; 4:8,31-38; Mark 3:20,21
Success and greatness do not come delivered in a platter of gold. We need to go out and work for it. God may send us manna, we need to go out and expend effort to gather it (Exodus 16:15,16; Psalm 104:28). God provides food for birds but He doesn’t throw it down their throats, they have to go in search of the food.
Laziness is an extinct word in the dictionary of achievers. Indolence is never a bedfellow of conquerors. Those who get to the top do so by dint of hard work.

Paul the apostle achieved more than many of his peers because he laboured more abundantly than they all (1 Corinthians 15:10; 2 Corinthians 11:23; Colossians 1:29).

Christ achieved so much because He laboured so much and sometimes even had no time to eat (John 9:4; 4:8,31-38; Mark 3:20,21).

Diligence will accelerate our journey to the top. It will create opportunities for us, bring us before great men, open up unto us the treasures of life and enrich us beyond our wildest imagination (Proverbs 22:29; 10:4; 13:4,11; Romans 12:11; Acts 20:34,35).

