GIVE ME THIS MOUNTAIN

Joshua 14:6-15

The best things in life are free but it takes effort to possess them. Gold and other minerals are freely provided by God in the soil but it takes a lot of effort to prospect for them and mine them for our benefit.

God has an inheritance prepared for us, a land flowing with milk and honey but enjoying the benefits will take some effort. There may be Canaanites to drive out, walled cities to conquer, giants to battle, valleys to fill as well as mountains to subdue. However with God on our side, we can courageously declare “Give me this mountain”. Then we will go ahead and subdue that mountain and bring honey out of the rock.

PREPARATION FOR THE INHERITANCE

Numbers 14:8,23,24,38; 13:31; Hebrews 11:1,6; 6:12; Romans 12:11; 1 Corinthians 16:13; 4:1,2; 1 Thessalonians 5:6-8; Ephesians 5:14; Joshua 14:6-9; Proverbs 20:6; Matthew 25:21,23; Luke 19:17,19,24-26; 2 Corinthians 4:1,2
There is a process that leads to the declaration “Give me this mountain”. Unless we have trod the path that Caleb trod, we will never qualify to ask for our inheritance as he did.

There is necessary preparation for the inheritance and this consists of faith, fervency and faithfulness.

(1) Faith (Numbers 14:8; Hebrews 11:1,6; 6:12)

Caleb had faith in the promise of God rather than the power of the giants. “If the Lord delights in us, then He will bring us into this land, and give it us; a land which floweth with milk and honey” (Numbers 14:8) was Caleb’s declaration. The might of the giants, the impenetrable walled cities, the seemingly indestructible chariots of iron are of no consequence. God’s promise is everything. This faith kept Caleb alive until he has received his inheritance. He didn’t die before his time like the others in the wilderness. Faith kept him alive.

(2) Fervency (Numbers 13:31; Romans 12:11; 1 Corinthians 16:13; 1 Thessalonians 5:6-8; Ephesians 5:14)

Caleb lived life with fervency and passion. “Let us go at once to possess it for we be well able” (Numbers 13:30) is the language of a person that is full of passion. There was never a dull moment in his service of the Lord.

(3) Faithfulness (Numbers 14:23,24,38; Joshua 14:6-9; Proverbs 20:6; Matthew 25:21,23; Luke 19:17,19,24-26; 1 Corinthians 4:1,2; 2 Corinthians 4:1,2)

Caleb was faithful during the wilderness years. He wholly followed the Lord. An excellent spirit dwelt in him. He did not defile himself with idolatry, sexual immorality, grumbling and complaining, criticising and gossiping, rebellion against leadership etc. like the other children of Israel (Aaron, Miriam, Korah, Datham and Abiram, the other ten spies, etc. (Numbers 12:1-16; 13:30-33; 14:36-38; 16:1-35; 25:1-9).

Faithfulness will guarantee you an inheritance in Canaan. Be faithful in public as well as in the secret places.

PRONOUNCEMENT OF THE INHERITOR

Joshua 14:12; Deuteronomy 26:13-15; Ezekiel 36:37; James 1:5; 4:2; 2 Corinthians 4:13; Philippians 4:6; Matthew 7:7-11; Isaiah 41:21; 43:26.

Preparation for the inheritance is essential but not sufficient in order to truly receive the inheritance. There is the necessity of asking for it. Declare and proclaim to Joshua the present leader like Caleb did: “Give me this mountain” (Joshua 14:12).

This is an established principle in the scriptures. God has promised to bless the tither (Proverbs 3:9,10; Malachi 3:10-12) yet God has commanded the tither to declare his faithfulness and then ask God for blessings (Deuteronomy 26:13-15). God has promised the children of Israel a lot of blessings yet God declares: “I will yet for this be enquired of by the house of Israel to do it for them” (Ezekiel 36:37). “Ye have not because ye ask not” (James 4:2) is the declaration of the scriptures.

POSSESSION OF THE INHERITANCE

Joshua 14:13-15; Obadiah 17; Hebrews 4:1,11; 1 Corinthians 15:58; Proverbs 13:11; 10:4,5; 12:27; 24:29-34.

Hebron eventually became the inheritance of Caleb “because that he wholly followed the Lord God of Israel” (Joshua 14:14).

Caleb prepared for the inheritance, asked for the inheritance but he also took action to possess his possession. He went full force to drive out the Canaanites out of the land.

What action are you taking to possess your possession? Dreams that are not backed with action are idle daydreams. Rise up and so something about making the promises of God come to pass in your life.

Don’t be like the elder son who lived like a beggar in his father’s house. He was a prince but he lived like a pauper (Luke 15:25-31).

