EXCELLING IN THE NEW MILLENIUM

There is always a price to pay for excellence but the results always more than compensate for the sacrifice entailed.

Every believer ought to leave mediocrity behind as we are on the verge or brink of a new millennium. We need to set our sights as high as the Lord will want us to like Abraham and see the expanse of the land of promise that flows with milk and honey (Genesis 13:14-17). We need to bury the failures of the past and look out for new opportunities to triumph.

The new millennium is as bright as the promises of God. We have the assurance that the Lord has made room for us and we shall be fruitful (Genesis 26:22).

What are the divine landmarks and mileposts on the road to excellence, success, victory in the new millennium?

PRIORTY OF SPIRITUAL WORSHIP

Isaiah 43:21; Ecclesiastes 13:12; 1 Peter 2:9-10; Matthew 6:31-33; 2 Chronicles 26:5; Joshua 1:8; Deuteronomy 8:18-20; Genesis 8:18-22; 9:1-3,7-11.

As we embark on the new millennium, it is important that we remind ourselves that promotion does not come from the East or the West but from God (Psalm 75:6). The race is not always to the swift or the skilful (Ecclesiastes 9:11).

The Gentiles who don’t know God spend their lives in the rat race after material success and they seldom reach their goal. The believer’s priority should be spiritual worship. If we seek FIRST the kingdom of God and His righteousness, God has promised to ADD all these things (that the Gentiles seek after) unto us (Matthew 6:31-33).

As long as we seek the Lord, He will make us to prosper (2 Chronicles 26:5; Joshua 1:8; Deuteronomy 8:18-20).

After the flood, Noah’s priority was not the rebuilding of the earth that was destroyed but spiritual worship and this led to divine blessings (Genesis 8:18-22; 9:1-3,7-11).

The primary purpose of our existence is to worship God (Isaiah 43:21; Ecclesiastes 13:12; 1 Peter 2:9-10).

PLACE OF SERIOUS WORK

Proverbs 10:5; 12:11; 13:4,11; 14:23; 20:4; 21:5; 1 Thessalonians 4:11,12; 2 Thessalonians 3:10-12; Romans 12:11.

Successful christians of past generations laboured. There is no place for laziness in the life of the believer. The sluggard has been admonished to learn from the organised, industrious ants (Proverbs 6:6-11).

Laziness to work is always the pathway to poverty and laziness to pray is always the doorway to defeat (Proverbs 10:5; 12:11; 13:4,11; 14:23; 20:4; 21:5). Laziness is almost always the mother of lack (1 Thessalonians 4:11,12; 2 Thessalonians 3:10-12).

God wants to bless the work of our hands. He wants to multiply the seed that we sow. A farmer that sows no seed will reap nothing even in the most fertile of soils. Zero multiplied by one thousand always results in zero. Let God find something in your hand to bless and multiply (Romans 12:11).

PRAYING AND SPIRITUAL WARFARE

Job 1:6-11; 2 Corinthians 10:3-5; Revelation 12:10; Ephesians 6:11-18; Zechariah 3:1,2; James 4:2,3; James 4:7; 1 Peter 5:8,9.

The devil is always a devourer. Occasionally farmers plant seeds and never reap an harvest because devourers were at work wreaking havoc. The believer is engaged in spiritual warfare and the enemy is ever against our success. He hates that God prepares a table for us in his presence (Psalm 23:5; Job 1:6-11; 2 Corinthians 10:3-5). Whatever arrows, pestilence, fiery darts he may throw at us, we need to use our shield of faith effectively to quench them all (Psalm 91:3,5-8; Ephesians 6:16). We need to put on the whole armour of God that we may be able to stand in the evil day (Ephesians 6:11-18). The devil is always the accuser of the brethren but we can overcome through the weapons of our warfare that are not carnal but mighty through God to the pulling of strongholds (Revelation 12:10; 2 Corinthians 10:3-5; Zechariah 3:1,2).

Prayer is the key to heaven’s bank. We have not because we ask not (James 4:2,3). Prayerlessness makes us to loose out on the blessings of God.

PATIENCE AND STEADFAST WATCHFULNESS

Hebrews 6:12; Luke 21:19; Mark 13:33,37; Luke 21:36; Ephesians 6:18; 1 Peter 5:8,9; James 4:7.

We should be followers of those who through faith and patience inherited the promises (Hebrews 6:12). Impatience can rob us of the best things in life – life partner, good job, great opportunity, etc. In your patience, possess ye your soul (Luke 21:19).

Never be off your guard. We are in the frontline of spiritual warfare. The devil can strike at the least expected time. Be sober, be vigilant, be watchful because the devourer is pouncing around like a wounded lion seeking whom to devour (1 Peter 5:8,9; James 4:7).

Don’t just pray, watch as well (Mark 13:33,37; Luke 21:36; Ephesians 6:18).

PLANNING AND SAINTLY WISDOM

Ephesians 5:15; James 1:5; Proverbs 4:7; Luke 14:28-33; Nehemiah 2:11-17; 3:1-32; 4:6; Genesis 1:1-31; Proverbs 6:6-8.

God expects us to walk as wise people and not as fools (Ephesians 5:15). If you lack this wisdom for successful living, ask God (James 1:5). With all your getting, get wisdom – wisdom in managing resources, making the best of opportunities, for profitable spending, in beneficial investment, in communication in marriage, in dealing with life issues, for victorious christian living etc. (Proverbs 4:7).

The person who is organised will achieve far more than the disorganised even if he has fewer resources and opportunities. Plan your work and work your plan. Follow the noble example of God, Nehemiah and the instruction of our Lord (Luke 14:28-33; Nehemiah 2:11-17; 3:1-32; 4:6; Genesis 1:1-31). Learn from the ants how they plan for their own survival (Proverbs 6:6-8).

