ELISHA: OVERCOMING DISTRACTIONS TO RECEIVE THE DOUBLE PORTION

Many of God’s children die with unfulfilled potential. They never arrive at God’s ordained destiny for their lives. For some, their destinies are truncated because of sensual delights (Esau, Samson, Achan), for others stupid decisions are responsible (Lot, Rehoboam) and yet for others, satanic distractions take them away from the place of divine opportunity and destiny.

Our era more than any other in human history is laden and burdened with useless attractions and saddled with potential-destroying distractions that hinder many from ever fulfilling their potential. There are so many colleagues that are not progressing and therefore do not see the reason why we should make progress. If they cannot hinder us, they will try to distract us from being focused just as the sons of the prophets at Bethel, Jericho and Jordan did to Elisha. Difficult circumstances will try to make us give up on our pursuit just as Jordan stood in front of Elisha. Our lot is to strive to overcome every form of distraction on our way to receiving the double portion.
PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH THE FATHER

1 Kings 19:16-18; 1 Samuel 13:13,14; Acts 13:22; 2 Timothy 2:19-22; Psalm 50:16-23; 1 John 1:7,9.
Elisha had been quietly living his life in obscurity until God made mention of his name to Elijah (1 Kings 19:16-18). Elisha had a record with God. Does God know and reckon with you? God could vouchsafe for Elisha. God did not just mention recommend him to Elijah as a servant but as the prophet to replace Elijah.

It is obvious and evident that he had a personal relationship with God because God can never trust a sinner with the prophetic office. He was consecrated and though the nation at large was backslidden, Elisha was a man of spiritual integrity and righteousness. He was a man after God’s heart (1 Samuel 13:13,14; Acts 13:22).

If we also purge ourselves from every sinful pollution, we will be vessels of honour fit for the Lord’s use (2 Timothy 2:19-22; Psalm 50:16-23). Receiving the double portion of anointing and power starts here.

PRODUCTIVE RESPONSIBILITY ON THE FARM

1 Kings 19:19; 1 Samuel 16:1-13; 9:1-16; Amos 7:14-17; Matthew 4:18-22; 9:9; Judges 6:6-14; Exodus 3:1-10.
When Elijah came searching for Elisha, he found him busy on the farm (1 Kings 19:19). He was ploughing with a yoke of oxen as well as supervising others in the same employment.

God has no use for lazy people. Indolent people will always lack and progress will always be far from them (Proverbs 12:24; 10:4,5; 6:6-8).

Every person of note that God chose, anointed, used, elevated was diligent and industrious. David was busy tending and keeping sheep, Saul was busy looking for lost asses, Amos was a shepherd and a gatherer of sycamore fruit, Peter, Andrew, James and John were busy fishing, Matthew was working at the customs office, Gideon was busy threshing wheat at the winepress, Moses was busy tending sheep in the wilderness  (1 Samuel 16:1-13; 9:1-16; Amos 7:14-17; Matthew 4:18-22; 9:9; Judges 6:6-14; Exodus 3:1-10).
There is no place for laziness and indolence in God’s scheme of things. Whatever your hands find to do, do it with all your might. Be busy doing the right things! (Ecclesiastes 9:10).
PROMPT RESPONSE OF FAITH

1 Kings 19:19-21; Matthew 4:18-22; 9:9; Hebrews 11:1-34; 6:12; Ruth 1:6-16; Jeremiah 18:1-7; Acts 9:1-20
“Elijah passed by him, and cast his mantle upon him” (1 Kings 19:19). This was to signify Elisha’s call to the prophetic office. Elisha’s response was swift – “And he left the oxen, and ran after Elijah” (1 Kings 19:20). It was just as prompt as the response of the disciples (Matthew 4:18-22; 9:9).

Elisha requested to go home and inform family and friends of his decision to follow Elijah and bid a farewell to them all. Elisha then burnt his bridges behind him as he “took a yoke of oxen, and slew them, and boiled their flesh with the instruments of the oxen, and gave unto the people, and they did eat” (1 Kings 19:21). Elisha bid a permanent farewell to his farm and farming, family and friends and “Then he arose, and went after Elijah, and ministered unto him” (1 Kings 19:21).

Elisha’s response was one of faith for who wants to follow an unpopular, persecuted prophet like Elijah? Who will leave a prosperous agricultural career and follow a prophet whose next meal is uncertain whether it will be provided by a raven or an angel? It was like leaving certainty for uncertainty. This is the path of faith.

Like Abraham and many other heroes of faith before him, Elisha responded in faith and went after Elijah.

PRACTICAL RESOLVE AND FOCUS

1 Kings 19:21; 20:39,40; 2 Kings 3:12; 2:1-15; Philippians 3:13,14; Ruth 1:16; Judges 8:5; Galatians 6:9; Acts 20:22-24; Luke 9:51; Nehemiah 6:1-4,9,15.
Elisha had been diligent and focused in his farming career. He carried these traits into the spiritual ministry as well. He ministered unto Elijah (1 Kings 19:21). Even the nation at large recognized  his diligence and commitment: “Here is Elisha the son of Shaphat, which poured water on the hands of Elijah” (2 Kings 3:12).
The skills and discipline we are developing today in whatever it may be we are doing will carry on into other things in later life. Spend your time to develop quality virtues that will stand you in good stead.
On the day that Elijah was to be translated to heaven in a chariot of fire, Elisha went with him on the last prophetic journey from Gilgal to bethel and then to Jericho and finally to Jordan. It was a long and winding journey, a tiring and discouraging journey (2 Kings 2:1-15).
There were the dissuading and distracting voices of the unserious sons of the prophets (2 Kings 2:3,5). The skeptical mind and the lack of commitment of these sons of the prophets was also an added drag on Elisha (2 Kings 2:7,16-18). The constant persuasion of Elijah to Elisha to let go was another barrier to be overcome (2 Kings 2:2,4,6). However like Ruth, Elisha was resolved to follow through though the road may be rough and the way back from the desert across Jordan may not be sure (2 Kings 2:8-15).

On the other side of Jordan, when Elijah asked what Elisha wanted, he was prepared: a double portion of your anointing! He was too focused pursuing the double portion that he could not be distracted by discouraging voices, uncommitted people, difficult circumstances, etc.
He fulfilled the last condition and ultimately received the double portion which was evident to all and it formed the foundation of Elisha’s miracle ministry – healing of the waters of Jericho, healing of Naaman, etc.
