DAVID: CONQUERING GIANTS TO INHERIT THE THRONE I
Great achievement is never easy. There is no easy road to success. Inheriting the throne is an arduous task but it is a task worth all the effort that we can muster. David encountered many giants on his way to inherit the throne and he conquered them all.

A giant is anything that stands like a barrier hindering you from getting to your destination. A giant could be a personality like Saul, or a destructive habit like lust or infatuation, or an unhealthy passion like anger or impatience or a revengeful spirit. All these and more confronted David and they could have aborted his journey to the throne but David overcame them all.
David could have killed Nabal out of anger and this could have left a blot on his record (1 Samuel 25:13,17,21-35). David could have fought his critics and his attention would have been shifted from his objective (1 Samuel 17:28-32).

The way to the throne is littered with innumerable giants. Only those who conquer these giants ever arrive at the destination and inherit the throne. Will you be one?

I don’t know the key to success, but 
the key to failure is trying to please everybody.

Bill Cosby

PRACTICAL OBEDIENCE AND CONVERSION

1 Samuel 13:13,14; 16:1; Acts 13:22; Isaiah 1:19; Proverbs 28:13; 2 Chronicles 26:5; Isaiah 3:10,11; 3 John 2; Luke 11:28.
David was a man after God’s heart (1 Samuel 13:13,14; 16:1; Acts 13:22). This was the foundation of his inheriting the throne.

For the believer, personal obedience to God’s word is the path to blessing. If we are willing and obedient, we shall eat the good of the land (Isaiah 1:19). The Lord Jesus described the hearer and doer of God’s word as blessed (Luke 11:28).

Obedience will enable us to walk on the highway leading to success. Disobedience will only short circuit our blessings and hinder our progress. Our obedience must be practical, willing, prompt, joyful and total.

Conversion is the foundation for a truly successful life (Proverbs 28:13; 2 Chronicles 26:5; Isaiah 3:10,11; 3 John 2). Sin will always bring reproach, dishonour and defeat (Proverbs 14:34; Psalm 119:67; 107:17-20; Joshua 7:1-26).

PRESENT OBSCURITY AND COMMITMENT 

1 Samuel 17:12,14; 2:8; 9:1-27; 15:17; Amos 7:14,15; Judges 6:15; 8:22,23; Matthew 4:18-22; Acts 4:13; Proverbs 22:29; 12:24; Ecclesiastes 9:10.
Jesse had eight sons and David was the youngest and least known (1 Samuel 17:12,14). David as the least was assigned the task of looking after sheep. Even while Samuel came to Bethlehem to anoint a king, David’s brothers attended the anointing ceremony for a king while David was left in the wilderness tending sheep (1 Samuel 16:1-13). However God still called him from the wilderness to anoint him a king.

Your present obscurity is not a roadblock to progress. It is a temporary problem and must not be made a permanent liability. God specializes in raising the unknown beggar from the dunghill and make him to sit among recognized princes (1 Samuel 2:8).

God took Saul from the menial job of looking for lost asses and gave him a kingdom (1 Samuel 9:1-27; 15:17). God took Amos from gathering sycamore fruit and made him a mighty prophet (Amos 7:14,15). Christ took the Galilean fishermen and turned them to history-making apostles (Matthew 4:18-22; Acts 4:13). God lifted Gideon from obscurity to national prominence (Judges 6:15; 8:22,23).
However it can be seen that every one of those who rose from obscurity to prominence were commitment to the work at hand (Ecclesiastes 9:10). David, Amos, Saul, the apostles were all busy doing something worthwhile. There is no place for laziness and indolence in God’s scheme of things. The diligent will bear rule and stand before kings (Proverbs 22:29; 12:24).
The only place success comes before work is in the dictionary.

Donald Kendall, Chairman, Pepsi Co.

PRESENT OPINION OF CRITICS

1 Samuel 17:28-58; Nehemiah 4:1-3; 6:6; Numbers 12:1-16; 16:1-35; Judges 8:1-3; 12:1-10; John 7:1-15.
David was seen as only good for running errands, carrying food to his brothers at the warfront and bringing back news to his father (1 Samuel 17:17,18,20-22). It was while doing this menial job that David saw the predicament of Israel (1 Samuel 17:23-27). He was moved and decided to act but his eldest brother criticized him, accused him of haughtiness, naughtiness, pride, negligence and being nosy. David defended himself but went on to accomplish his mission (1 Samuel 17:28-58).

Ignore the present opinion of your critics and march on to the place of achievement. Critics should never have the last say in your life.

Jesus was criticized by his family (John 7:1-15). Nehemiah was criticized by people (Nehemiah 4:1-3; 6:6). Moses was criticized by his family as well as other princes (Numbers 12:1-16; 16:1-35).
To avoid criticism, do nothing, say nothing, be nothing.

Elbert Hubbard

