CLIMBING THE LADDER OF SUCCESS
Success breeds success. As we climb higher on the ladder of success, we achieve more. The higher we climb the farther we are able to see and the more we are able to reach out to and possess.

Every one stands at the bottom of the ladder. Success is not a destination but a journey. The ladder of success is infinite. Every rung of the ladder that we climb takes us higher. We view is farther and clearer. We can assess better which way to go and which method to implement for a better outcome.
All things being equal, the height we reach will be proportional to the effort we are willing to put, the determination we are ready to muster, the number of obstacles we are willing to surmount and how long we are ready to hang on to our dreams.

No matter your background and no matter your present position in relation to the ladder – at the bottom or along the way, success can be yours.
STRETCHING OUTSIDE COMFORT ZONE

Luke 19:12-27; 5:1-7; Matthew 25:14-30; 14:28-32; Hebrews 11:8,9; Genesis 12:1-4; 2 Kings 13:14-25; Proverbs 22:13; 26:13.
Most people have more in them than they are presently utilizing or expressing. Many gifts, talents and powers lie dormant within them but they nevertheless exist.
The reason for this is that many operate within their comfort zone. We are like elastic bands, we need to stretch to be functional and effective.

Whenever you put yourself in a position where you have to stretch outside your comfort zone, then you are forced to expand your consciousness, nurture your talent to tackle the challenges, gear up your spirit to confront the opposition and to strive and achieve.

	Unless a man undertakes more than he possibly can do, he will never do all he can do
Henry Drummond


Those who are not willing to stretch themselves limit their own potential. They think small.  Those who are not willing to stretch outside their comfort zone always bury their talents in the sand (Luke 19:12-27; Matthew 25:14-30). They are always afraid to take intelligent risks, to launch out into the deep, to reach out in faith journeying to a new though unknown destination (Luke 5:1-7; Hebrews 11:8,9). They will always be afraid to step out in faith and walk on water (Matthew 14:28-32). They always have reservation and are always reluctant to shoot the arrows of deliverance (2 Kings 13:14-25). Although you may be a king and you are used to political debates and legislation that shooting arrows. However when it is time to shoot the arrows of deliverance, although outside your comfort zone, shoot those arrows of deliverance and keep on shooting! 
Such people are always afraid to invest because all companies can collapse. They are always afraid to go out because a lion might be in the street! If there is a lion in your street, that’s a challenge. Kill it! (Proverbs 22:13; 26:13).
SEARCHING WITH CONQUERING ZEAL

Proverbs 18:1; 4:5,7; Deuteronomy 29:29; Matthew 7:7-11; Jeremiah 29:13; Esther 4:16; Genesis 32:26; John 2:17; Psalm 69:9; 2 Kings 10:16-28.
Those who succeed are never static or lazy. They are forever searching for new information, better and more efficient ways of doing old things. They spend time to search for information, they spend money on research to discover better methods or newer, more efficient products.

Consider how the DVD has come to replace the video cassette and how the CD has come to replace the audio cassette. A lot of time, money and effort have gone into research and development in order to achieve these feats. Cassava flour is now replacing wheat flour in the making of bread in Nigeria (Government legislation stipulates that a minimum of 20% of cassava flour must be used). Locally sourced materials will be readily available, cheaper and easier to manage and manipulate.
Knowledge is the foundation for success. This can come in three ways: Reading, Research and Revelation. There are books on almost any topic on the earth. We live in an age of information revolution. We do well to separate ourselves and intermeddle with knowledge. It is to our advantage to get knowledge and acquire wisdom (Proverbs 18:1; 4:5,7; Deuteronomy 29:29).

However we cannot be laid back in our way of searching. We need to be actively searching with a conquering zeal that is almost akin to fanaticism. We are consumed and eaten up with the zeal (John 2:17; Psalm 69:9; 2 Kings 10:16-28).
When we search with consummate zeal, we will surely find. When we seek with our whole heart, we will arrive at our God-ordained destination (Matthew 7:7-11; Jeremiah 29:13; Hosea 10:12; Isaiah 55:6).

The seeking that achieves results is the one that is done with reckless abandon. The type of “If I perish, I perish”, the type of “I will let you go except you bless me” (Esther 4:16; Genesis 32:26).

Many people are not successful because their search for success has not reached this kind of intensity. There is no glow to their pursuit. There is no passion in their trail. There is no fire in their souls and bones (Jeremiah 20:9).
STRIVING WITH CONTAGEOUS ZEST

2 Timothy 2:5; Mark 5:25-34; Matthew 15:21-28; Luke 18:1-8; Philippians 3:13,14; Acts 20:20-24; 1 Corinthians 9:24-27.
In climbing the ladder of success, we may need some help and some push. Nobody is an island sufficient unto himself. Don’t be a lone ranger. Don’t re-invent the wheel. Profit from the help of others. The Sunday sermons in this series can be a help. The advice of those in the know can propel you to greatness.
	Even eagles need a push


However we will need to put in the most effort ourselves. Those who are waiting for outside forces to do the bulk of the work while they have an easy ride to victory are bound to be failures in life.

	You cannot push anyone up the ladder unless he is willing to climb a little

Andrew Carnegie


Winning trophies require massive striving. Gaining masteries are preceded by lawful strivings (2 Timothy 2:5). It is pursuing our goal with great determination and positive expectation. We have a will to win. We have the spirit that conquers. We keep on striving against incredible odds. We keep on pursuing despite discouraging circumstances. We reach out to things that apparently seem to be beyond our reach. Despite having been knocked down so many times like the woman with the issue of blood, we refuse to be downcast. We plug on and plod on to the next milepost (Mark 5:25-34). We refuse to be defeated like the Syrophonecian woman and the importunate widow (Matthew 15:21-28; Luke 18:1-8).

Forgetting the humiliating failures of the past as well as the elevating successes, we reach forth to the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus (Philippians 3:13,14).

