BARTIMAEUS: OVERCOMING DETRACTORS ON THE WAY TO BLESSING
Mark 10:46-52
Whether we get blessed or are successful in life is up to us. Our success in life is not dependent on people’s opinion of us but on our conviction of our worth and value.

Those who think low of us can be more of a hindrance than a help. They detract and discourage us from pursuing our dreams. However, as Bartimaeus overcame his detractors on the way to receiving his sight, we also can overcome every detractor our on way to blessing.
UNFORTUNATE SIGNPOST FOR THE LOST

Mark 10:46-52; Judges 16:21-25; Genesis 19:26; Luke 14:28-33; Acts 10:5,6; Joshua 2:1-23; 2 Kings 9:20
Bartimaeus though blind and a beggar was popular and famous in another kind of way. He knew many people and many people knew him because he was always by the highway to Jericho begging. Many people who commute to and fro Jericho knew him. To some Bartimaeus was a good signpost for describing the way to those who needed direction to the city. Bartimaeus had become an unfortunate signpost for the lost traveler.
The western world may not understand the full impact of this point as the roads are well signposted. There are street and city maps. People can easily find their way without asking for directions.
However in the third world where many roads, alleys, paths, etc. are without any discernible signposts, beggars, buildings, peculiar trees or objects become signposts.

Samson became an unfortunate entertainer for the lost (Judges 16:21-25). Lot’s wife became an unfortunate monument to disobedience (Genesis 19:26). Jehu became a byword for reckless driving (2 Kings 9:20).
The mind of the average man works in a way as to be more sensitive to poverty than wealth, to ugliness more than beauty. People may not remember the beautiful gate but they will remember the lame man by it (Acts 3:1-11). People may not remember the stately home of the rich man but they will remember Lazarus in front of it (Luke 16:19-21).

People tend to use the bad and the ugly as unfortunate signposts. Groom yourself well. Comb your hair. Wear good clothes. Refuse to be an unfortunate signpost for the lost.

UNDAUNTED SEEKER OF THE LORD

Mark 10:47,48; 5:25-34; Isaiah 55:6; Jeremiah 29:13,14; Proverbs 28:5; Matthew 7:7,8; 15:21-28.
Bartimaeus though blind was not deaf and dumb. He could not see what was happening but he could hear the rumblings of the crowd. He enquired of people what was going on and learnt that Jesus of Nazareth was passing that way.

“And when HE HEARD that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to CRY OUT, and say, Jesus, thou Son of David, have mercy on me” (Mark 10:47).

Bartimaeus used what he had to go after what he did not have. Rather than be complaining about your lot in life or your disadvantages, use what you have to get what you don’t have.

Are you poor? Use your skills to bring in the money you need.

Bartimaeus decided to seek the Lord for a miracle. Rather than be an encouragement to him, many people were detractors:

“And MANY charged him that he should hold his peace: but he cried the more a great deal, Thou Son of David, have mercy on me” (Mark 10:48).

Bartimaeus was an undaunted seeker of the Lord. People could not shut him up. He raised his voice above their clamour.

To many of the people, Bartimaeus was a beggar whose ambition and goal in life should never include interacting with Jesus or gaining an audience with the Messiah.

To many of these people, Bartimaeus may be worth receiving:

· Money from men but not miracle from the Messiah

· Silver from sympathizers but not sight from the Saviour

· Compliments from jesters but not compassion from Jesus

· Applause from the crowd but not attention from Christ

Never let anybody put a limitation on your life and what you can be or do. Continue to seek the Lord for the very best He has for you. Be undaunted in your search. Don’t let their opposition derail you or dampen your enthusiasm. Rise above the disapproval of the crowd to get to your destiny.
UNCOMMON SHOUTING AND LOUDNESS

Mark 10:48,49; 5:35,36; Matthew 5:15,16; 15:21-28; Psalm 77:1; Luke 17:12-19; Exodus 3:7; 14:15
“And many charged him that he should hold his peace: BUT HE CRIED THE MORE A GREAT DEAL, Thou Son of David, have mercy on me” (Mark 10:48).

The crowd does not have the final say over your destiny. Even if they think you are not worth that destiny, fight on! Bartimaeus will not be denied. The more they shouted him down, the more intense his cry became. It was uncommon shouting with an uncommon loudness. His lone voice drowned the aggregate voice of MANY in the crowd. He was determined that his voice will be heard.

Determine that your voice will be heard no matter the drowning noise of the crowd. Determine that your light will shine no matter the efforts of people to cover it with a bushel (Matthew 5:15,16).
Determine that your star will shine no matter the covering cloud that the crowd decides to create to block it.

Do whatever it takes for your voice to be heard, for your light to shine. God never abandons the desperate and the determined. He will come to their rescue. The cries of blind Bartimaeus eventually came to the ears of Jesus. Your cries will come to the ears of the Lord (Psalm 77:1; Luke 17:12-19).

People may tell you “Why troublest thou the Master any longer?” (Mark 5:35,36). Keep on crying until your case receives attention as it happened in this case and other cases (Matthew 15:21-28).

“And Jesus stood still, and commanded him to be called. And they call the blind man, saying unto him, Be of good comfort, rise: he calleth thee” (Mark 10:49).

Bartimaeus’ cries attracted Jesus’ attention. He stood still. He wanted to see to his situation. The same crowd that had shouted him down and hindered him now helped him.

If you refuse to be discouraged, the same people will turn from:

· Hinderers to helpers

· Scatterers to supporters

· Foes to friends

UNDENIABLE SUCCESS IN LIFE

Mark 10:50-52; 5:25-34; Matthew 6:33; 7:7-11; 15:21-28; Luke 18:1-8; 1 Kings 3:5,9-15; Proverbs 4:7
“And he, casting away his garment, rose, and came to Jesus” (Mark 10:50).
Now that the opportunity to get to Jesus and have His attention arose, Bartimaeus cast aside every obstruction to get to Jesus. When the door of opportunity opens, cast away every hindrance and rise up to take advantage of it.

What was Bartimaeus’ garment or your own hindrance? Sin, laziness, negative thoughts, lack of determination, lack of resolve, lack of persistence, etc.?
Cast the hindering garment away and come to Jesus. This is what blind Bartimaeus did.

“And Jesus answered, and said unto him, What wilt thou that I should do unto thee? The blind man said unto Him, Lord, that I might receive my sight” (Mark 10:51).

It is essential to be specific about our pursuit. What exactly do you want? Don’t generalize. Be specific. Don’t beat about the bush. Don’t mention a hundred things. What is that specific thing you want? Obviously blind Bartimaeus needed more than sight – he needed money, etc. However, his sight was his FIRST priority. Concentrate on your FIRST priority. Other blessings will follow. Seek FIRST the Kingdom of God and His righteousness, all other things will added unto you (Matthew 6:33). Like Solomon, if you concentrate FIRST on wisdom, all other things will follow in time (1 Kings 3:5,9-15; Proverbs 4:7).

“And Jesus said unto him, Go thy way; thy faith hath made thee whole. And immediately he received his sight, and followed Jesus in the way” (Mark 10:52).

Bartimaeus got what he wanted and became a follower of Jesus. He became an undeniable success in life. He got his heart’s desire.

