AIMING FOR THE BEST

God plans the very best for his children in everything. The believer that settles for the second best has missed out on his inheritance. God’s desire is to give to us the land that flows with milk and honey.

There is no guarantee that the road will be smooth but if we persevere to the very end, glory awaits us at our destination. Repeated setbacks and failures have made some people to give up hope of ever achieving anything of worth in life but we need to know that all those who ever made an impact in their generation had their share of setbacks and problems. 

Whatever your situation at the present, don’t settle for the second best, set your eyes on the lofty heights, aim for the very best that you can be and have.

POSITIVE ATTITUDE AND GODLY RESILIENCE 

Job 19:25-27; Psalm 118:17; Mark 5:25-34; Matthew 15:22-28; Luke 18:1-8; 1 Samuel 30:6-20; Proverbs 24:10,16.

We need to  develop an optimistic, positive, hopeful attitude to life. Even in the midst of problems, our attitude should be like that of Job. “I know my Redeemer liveth” he declared when there was even no evidence of any redemption in sight (Job 19:25-27). Even in the face of death, the man with a positive attitude to life will declare “I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the Lord” (Psalm 118:17).

Problems and setbacks are normal. The ability to bounce back after a recent setback, the courage to push ahead despite a mountain of problems is resilience (Mark 5:25-34; Matthew 15:22-28; Luke 18:1-8). Resilience in the path of God’s will and promises will ultimately see us to the victory point. Don’t be discouraged. Rise up from the ashes of defeat and failure and move forward. There is more to life than self pity and weeping over your problems. Encourage yourself in the Lord like David and push ahead for a breakthrough (1 Samuel 30:6-20).

Let your resolve be that even if there are many setbacks and multiplied problems, you will always rise and move ahead (Proverbs 24:16). Days of adversity are bound to come, develop strength, stamina, courage and resilience to cope at such times (Proverbs 24:10).

PRODUCTIVE APTITUDE AND GREAT RESOURCEFULNESS

Ecclesiastes 9:10,16-18; 10:10; 7:19; Proverbs 24:5; Genesis 31:6,7,38-42; 30:25-31; 39:2-6,20-23; 41:46-52;  Luke 19:16,18,24,25; Ephesians 4:28; 1 Thessalonians 4:11; 2 Thessalonians 3:12.

Laziness has no place in God’s scheme of things. God expects us to be diligent and hardworking. Whatever is the duty at hand, we ought to do it with all our might (Ecclesiastes 9:10). Develop a good attitude towards work.

Too many people hate hard work and they are always complaining about work. Work is healthy. Even before the fall, God gave work to the first man (Genesis 2:15).  Great men work. Jacob was rich but his wealth came after 20 years of hard work in the hot days and wintry nights of the middle East (Genesis 31:6,7,38-42; 30:25-31). Joseph became rich and prominent but he worked in the house of Potiphar, was diligent in prison and worked extremely hard even when he became the prime minister in Egypt (Genesis 39:2-6,20-23; 41:46-52).

It’s not just plain hard work that results in productivity but hard work that is done with wisdom (Ecclesiastes 10:10; 9:16-18; 7:19; Proverbs 24:5). The wise farmer will search for an improved seed with a better yield. His harvest will be better for the same amount of effort. The wise investment manager will put his resources where he can get a better result with the same amount of risk (Luke 19:16,18,24,25).

Resourcefulness is the ability to think of alternatives rather than continuing to bang our head against the wall, the skill to put the resources at hand to better use, the wisdom to make our money to stretch by eliminating waste and reducing cost. What most people need is not more money but more resourcefulness in dispensing what they have to great advantage.

PROSPEROUS ALTITUDE AND GLORIOUS REWARD

Proverbs 10:4; 13:4,11; 12:24; 21:5; 2 Chronicles 15:7; 2 Corinthians 9:10; Acts 20:35; Exodus 20:9-11. 

God has determined that the diligent farmer will have an harvest, he that gathers by labour shall increase (Proverbs 10:4; 13:4,11; 12:24; 21:5).

Positive attitude coupled with a productive aptitude will lead to a prosperous altitude. Godly resilience when joined with great resourcefulness will lead to a glorious reward and result.

Don’t give up, your work shall be rewarded (2 Chronicles 15:7). God will increase your seed sown (2 Corinthians 9:10). 

All things being equal and with God’s backing, an industrious person should prosper. Wealth that is not stolen is founded upon work. Productive efforts always lead to profit, maybe not immediately but in the long run.

