AVOIDING A TRUNCATED DESTINY

God’s destiny for Moses was to get to the promised land, the land of Canaan, as the leader of God’s people (Exodus 3:7-10). He never achieved it. He came short of it. He died on mount Pisgah and was buried by God Himself (Deuteronomy 34:1,5,6; Jude 9). Essentially, God’s destiny for him in this respect was truncated.
God has great and incredible plans for each of His children (Jeremiah 29:11; 1 Corinthians 2:9). However, whether this becomes a reality or not depends much upon us. There are many things that can truncate (cut short, cut off, terminate) God’s plan for us and hinder us from getting to His ordained destination for us.

Armed with the knowledge of the pitfalls, a workable strategy for achieving excellence and avoiding pitfalls, we can by God’s grace arrive at our God-ordained destiny and live our lives at the full potential we are capable of.

SENSUAL DELIGHTS

Genesis 25:29-34; Hebrews 12:16,17; Judges 14:1-3,16-18,20; 15:1-6; 16:1,4-21; 2 Samuel 13:1-36; 2 Timothy 4:10; Joshua 7:1,18-26.
One of the things that can truncate our destiny is carnality – living like the unregenerate unbeliever rather than like a saint of God (Ephesians 4:17-32). To be carnal is to be worldly, fleshly, materialistic, unspiritual, etc. Carnality shows up itself in our tastes, delights, preferences, priorities, etc. 

Esau lost his birthright for all time because of carnality. He could not control his appetite and stomach. For one meal, he exchanged a lifetime blessing and precious heritage. He sought it later with tears but it was too late. No amendment could be made (Genesis 25:29-34; Hebrews 12:16,17).

Samson was mightily anointed of God (Judges 13:20-25; 14:1-15:18). He died earlier than he should have and in very shameful circumstances because of carnality. He achieved far less than he was capable of because of his uncontrollable affection for the opposite sex (Judges 14:1-3,16-18,20; 15:1-6; 16:1,4-21).

God’s purpose and destiny for Samson was that “he shall begin to deliver Israel out of the hands of the Philistines” (Judges 13:5). He never did (Judges 15:11-13). By the time Samson died, even though he had been a judge over Israel for twenty years, Israel was still under the bondage and servitude of the Philistines (Judges 16:21-31). Samson’s destiny was truncated!

Amnon died an untimely death because of the sin of incest. His destiny as a prince, one of David’s children, was truncated (2 Samuel 13:1-36).

Demas could have become a mighty apostle and have a record as one of the greatest leaders of early christianity, but worldliness truncated his destiny (2 Timothy 4:10).

Achan lost his life and the lives of his entire family because of one babylonish garment (Joshua 7:1,18-26). His destiny as one of the founders of Israel, one of the first set to enjoy the fruits of the land was truncated.

The lust of the eyes, the lust of the flesh, the pride of life and every sensual delight are truncators of destiny (Genesis 3:1-6; 1 John 2:15-17). Remember Adam and Eve and Esau! Food. Remember Solomon and Samson! Women. Remember Achan! Fashion.

STUPID DECISIONS

Genesis 13:12; 1 Kings 11:43; 12:1-19; Joshua 23:12,13; Deuteronomy 7:1-6; Numbers 25:1-3; Proverbs 4:7-9; 15:10,22.
When the devil sees that he cannot trap a believer with sensual delights – food, clothes, sex, material things, etc., he will try to use this method of making stupid decisions to truncate his destiny.

Our decisions determine our destiny. Great and glorious decisions will enhance our lives and accelerate our journey towards our God-ordained destiny. Stupid and sensual decisions can only rapidly truncate our divine destiny.

Lot went with Abraham and was blessed in the process and as a result of this (Genesis 12:1-7; 13:1-6). The decision that Lot later took to separate himself from Abraham and “pitch his tent toward Sodom” eventually truncated his destiny (Genesis 13:12). Lot lost everything – his wife, children, wealth, property, character, testimony, etc. as a result of this stupid decision.

The decisions that Israel took to intermingle and intermarry with the Canaanites contrary to divine injunctions altered forever their course in history (Joshua 23:12,13; Deuteronomy 7:1-6; Numbers 25:1-3). Today’s woes are still partly a result of this!

The stupid decision that Rehoboam made led to the loss of the bulk of the kingdom to David’s house. What a great loss! Rehoboam could have had helpful alleys but his decision turned them to rebellious antagonists (1 Kings 11:43; 12:1-19).

Joseph could have truncated his destiny by deciding to have immorality with Portiphar’s wife. He had ample time to think about it and decide as she pestered him and put pressure upon him from day to day (Genesis 39:1-23). He would doubtless have been promoted as Portiphar’s wife would have spoken good concerning him in the ears of her husband and put pressure on her husband to promote him. However he would have remained an exalted slave. He would never have landed in prison and consequently would have forfeited the opportunity of meeting Pharaoh’s officers and then ultimately Pharaoh. His life would have cut a different path.

If we will not make stupid decisions, we need to get knowledge, understanding and wisdom as well as seek counseling when necessary (Proverbs 4:7-9; 15:10,22).
SATANIC DISTRACTIONS

2 Corinthians 2:11-13; 1 Corinthians 16:9; 1 Thessalonians 2:18; Nehemiah 6:1-19; 5:1-13; 4:9-23.
When the devil cannot derail a believer by sensual delights or lead him astray by stupid decisions, he will employ the weapon of distractions. God has great plans for us and opens for us the doors of opportunities (Jeremiah 29:11; Revelation 3:8).

However Satan can create side attractions and useless distractions to take us away from the place of opportunity. Why must it be that Titus was lost at the time when a great door opened to Paul? Paul abandoned this opportunity to go and search for lost Titus (2 Corinthians 2:11-13). We need to pray against every kind of satanic distraction that will take us away from the place of divine opportunity.

Satanic distractions is one of the weapons of Satan to truncate our destiny and make us live below our full potential. We must resist and dismantle it (1 Corinthians 16:9; 1 Thessalonians 2:18).

Satan wanted to use useless meetings and conferences as a distraction to make Nehemiah not to focus on the primary job of rebuilding the broken walls of Jerusalem (Nehemiah 6:1-9). Internal problems cropped up that could have distracted Nehemiah as well but he refused to be sidetracked (Nehemiah 5:1-13). Constant opposition, threatening and treachery were tools the enemy used to try and distract Nehemiah from focusing on the real job but he was steadfast (Nehemiah 4:9-23; 6:10-19).
