ACHIEVING EXCELLENCE WITH AVAILABLE RESOURCES

Many people never make progress in life because they never act. They don’t act because they are waiting for better times, adequate resources, greater opportunities and these may never come. They spend their lives observing the wind and because they never take action, they never get results (Ecclesiastes 11:4).

The place where you are today may be the place you may ever live in. Rather than spending your life planing to go to a “better” place which may never materialize, resolve to achieve excellence even with whatever resources that are available to you. Even if you eventually are able to reach the “better” place, you might have spent a significant portion of your life in idle waiting and be ill-prepared for the new opportunities. Whatever skills, wisdom, etc. that you gain being your best where you are presently will help to propel you even further and faster when better opportunities and greater resources are available.

Irrespective of where you are and what resources are available, we can achieve excellence.

IMPORTANCE OF RESOLVE

Genesis 32:26; 26:22; Matthew 15:21-28; Mark 5:25-27; 1 Samuel 17:32-37; 2 Samuel 10:12; Philippians 3:13,14.

The battle of achieving excellence is half won with the resolve to excel irrespective of whatever difficulties might be encountered. The man without resolve will produce mediocre results even with abundance of resources and opportunities whereas one with resolve can produce outstanding results despite the odds and not withstanding the meager resources and few opportunities.

A purposeful and confident David can achieve much with a sling and a few stones even though he was a youth with no political power or military might whereas a Saul can be wasting away in the midst of challenges though surrounded with all the armours of warfare, military power, political power, financial resources as well as the authority to mobilize the whole nation for collective action.

David was alone and couldn’t summon anybody to his aid. Saul had all the human resources he could ever need available at his disposal.

More men live unfulfilled lives, die in poverty, suffer spiritual defeat more as a result of the lack of resolve than for want of opportunities and resources.

The world will pave a way for the man with resolve though he be abandoned in a jungle or left to wander in a wilderness.

If you determine to excel, the Lord will make a way for you in the wilderness and rivers in the desert. Miracles are still for today but only those determined to see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living ever get to taste these divine miracles of healing, open doors, breakthroughs, growth, dominion, etc.

Despite the famine in the land and the hostility of the Philistines, Isaac resolved to excel where he found himself (Genesis 26:1-3,12-26).

INDISPENSABILITY OF RESOURCEFULNESS

Judges 7:7-25; 15:14-16; Matthew 14:15-21; 15:32-36; 1 Samuel 14:1-6; Exodus 4:2-5,17,20; 7:9-12,22-29,33; 8:5,6,16-17; 9:23; 10:13; 14:16; 17:5-9; Numbers 20:11.

Even in the best of nations, resources are never enough. Resources, all over the world are limited. Humanity has insatiable wants and needs. However, we can achieve excellence with whatever resources that are available to us in any field of human endeavour that we engage ourselves in.

Rather than complaining and grumbling about the inadequacy of the resources that we have, we should be resourceful and make the best of whatever resources we have whilst trusting God for better and greater ones.

Moses though a stammerer achieved much with his impaired speech and his shepherd’s rod. Miracles of judgement on Egypt, the parting of the Red Sea, water from the rock were results of using his rod as directed by God (Exodus 4:2-5,17,20; 7:9-12,22-29,33; 8:5,6,16-17; 9:23; 10:13; 14:16; 17:5-9; Numbers 20:11).

Gideon achieved much though his army only numbered three hundred (Judges 7:7-25). Samson wrought a mighty victory with the jawbone of an ass (Judges 15:14-16). Jesus fed the multitude with five loaves and two fishes (Matthew 14:15-21; 15:32-36).

Never despise the resources that surround you however insignificant and useless they may seem. Be resourceful. Think of alternatives.

Jonathan and his armour bearer engaged the host of the Philistines in a warfare and defeated them. They had limited resources in terms of manpower and ammunition, but they were victorious nevertheless because they depended on God, had strong determination, discipline and diligence. We need to know that “there is no restraint to the Lord to save by many or by few” (1 Samuel 14:6).

One of David’s mighty men was ill-equipped against an enemy, however with skill and resourcefulness, he won the battle (2 Samuel 23:20-22).

In Siberia, rivers freeze completely in winter. They put up traffic lights and turn the surface of the frozen rivers into roads. In summer, they put ships and boats on the rivers and use them for transportation. This is resourcefulness. The Eskimos build their houses with ice (igloos).

Resourcefulness is indispensable if we are to achieve excellence with available resources. If we care enough, there is always a way. If we are motivated enough, we can overcome barriers and still make progress with whatever resources are available.

INEVITABILITY OF RESULTS

Genesis 1:26,28; Numbers 13:30; 14:7-9; Joshua 14:6-15; Obadiah 17; Matthew 7:7; Isaiah 65:21-24; 3 John 2; Proverbs 13:11; Ecclesiastes 11:1.

Those who focus on their goals rather than spending their time bemoaning the lack of resources and opportunities seldom fail to reach that goal. They always find a way. The lack of resources never becomes a handicap for them.

If your vision is clear, your resolve is undeflatable, your strategy is explicit and workable, you will always find backers. The necessary infrastructures, finance, manpower, etc. will come sooner or later.

Those who resolve to excel and back it up with action and resourcefulness ALWAYS get results. The world is a better place to live in today (technologically, spiritually, etc.) because of such people.

They are the people who inspite of giants, obstacles, etc. always subdue the earth, enjoy dominion, inherit the land flowing with milk and honey. Like Caleb and Joshua, they always establish themselves in the land of promise and possess their God-given possession (Genesis 1:26,28; Numbers 13:30; 14:7-9; Joshua 14:6-15; Obadiah 17; Matthew 7:7).

