STUDY 9: CIRCUMCISION BEFORE POSSESSING CANAAN

Joshua 5:1-9

The more we look into the book of Joshua the more we learn of necessary pre-requisites for us to possess our spiritual possessions. River Jordan had just been miraculously opened up for Israel to pass through. What we now see is preparatory to Israel’s conquest and occupation of Canaan. Here is one of the fundamental secrets of success in the christian warfare and our present enjoyment of the heritage which Christ has procured for us.

1. TREMBLING AMONG CANAANITES

Joshua 5:1; 2:9-11; Exodus 15:13-18; 23:22,23,27; Deuteronomy 2:24,25; 11:25; 2 Chronicles 17:3-10.

The great miracle that caused joy among God’s covenant people was reason for fear and terror among unbelieving people who had no hope in God. What caused light and life among God’s favoured people caused darkness and death among fearful rebels (Exodus 14:19,20). In Israel’s hearts, the miracle produced more faith whereas the result of the miracle in Canaanitish hearts was fear.

God fulfilled His promise to Israel in every detail because they obeyed His Word in everything. God had promised to send fear and trembling to the hearts of Israel’s enemies so that they will not be able to stand before Israel. Israel’s faith and obedience were immediately rewarded. Our obedience to God’s Word has immediate reward as well as life-time and eternal blessings. Faith and obedience never go unnoticed by God. 

Moses had uttered the Words of prophecy which are now fulfilled for Israel. Every prophecy in God’s Word will be fulfilled at the appointed time (Deuteronomy 18:20-22; Matthew 24:32-35). 

2. ISRAEL’S CIRCUMCISION

Joshua 5:2-9; Genesis 17:7-11; 14:14,24; Exodus 4:24-26; 12:43,48; Deuteronomy 10:16; Leviticus 26:40-42; Jeremiah 4:3,4.

As soon as they set foot within the borders of their promised inheritance, before they began the warfare leading to their possessing the possession, God commanded the uncircumcised to be circumcised. “Circumcise the children of Israel in the second time”. It was not a repetition of circumcision upon those who had previously been circumcised. During the lengthy journey in the wilderness, their males had not been circumcised. The reason for the omission could be because of their frequent journeying, being always uncertain when they pitched their tents how long they would remain and when they would depart. So it was not safe to administer it all through the years of their wanderings.
 

Circumcision was their mark of covenant-relationship with God and now it was required before they could settle in the benefit of that relationship. The circumcision at this time was a test of Joshua’s faith and Israel’s obedience. While in the presence of their enemies, all the warriors in Israel were to be circumcised! (Genesis 34:24-26). Israel submitted and obeyed! The conquest of Canaan was conditioned upon their compliance with all that God had commanded through Moses (Joshua 1:8; Deuteronomy 18:18,19,Acts 3:22-26; Matthew 28:19,20).

3. OUR CIRCUMCISION

Joshua 5:8,9; Romans 15:4; Galatians 5:6; 6:15; Deuteronomy 30:6; Ezekiel 11:19-21; 36:26: Colossians 2:9-11; Romans 6:6.

Circumcision of all the males in Israel points to the circumcision of the Church. Our circumcision consists in the cleansing of the heart, removal of inbred sin, destruction of the body of sin, the putting off of the filthiness of spirit and flesh. At  “circumcision”, something is removed as well as something is imparted: “I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you a heart of flesh” (Ezekiel 36:26).

The affections are divorced from evil and united to that which is good. By the miracle of grace, God takes away the love of sin and implants a love of holiness.

