WALKING THROUGH THE IMPOSSIBLE

Joshua 3:7-17

As a reward for Joshua’s past faithfulness and in order to strengthen him for the great task before him, the Lord determined to put great honour upon Joshua, His servant, so that Israel might assuredly know that as the mighty God had been with Moses so He would be with his successor (Joshua 3:7; 1:5). Joshua had duly discharged his duty and now he was to be rewarded. He had set before the people a noble example by implicitly following God’s word, and now the Lord would honour the one who honoured Him. Devotedness unto God never passes unrecognised by Him. As the Lord honoured Moses, so He would honour Joshua (Exodus 19:9; Joshua 3:7).

The miracle of making a passage through Jordan at once reminds us of the miracle of dividing the Red Sea. It is instructive to trace out some points of contrast and comparison between what occurred at the Red Sea and here at Jordan (Psalm 114:1-5).

Let us consider first those points in which they differ: First, the one terminated Israel’s exodus from the house of bondage, while the other initiated their entrance into the land of promise. Second, the former was wrought in order that Israel might escape from the Egyptians, the later to enable them approach and conquer the Canaanites. Third, the earlier miracle was performed at night time (Exodus 14:21), the latter in broad daylight. Fourth, at the Red Sea multitudes were slain (Exodus 14:28) whereas at Jordan not a single soul perished. Fifth, after the working of the former, “Israel saw the Egyptians dead upon the sea shore” (Exodus 14:30) after the latter a memorial of twelve stones were raised up (Joshua 4:9). Sixth, whereas there was no “sanctify yourselves” before the former, such a call was an imperative requirement for the latter (Joshua 3:5). Seventh, with the sole exception of Caleb and Joshua all the adults who benefited by the former miracle perished in the wilderness because of their unbelief, while the vast majority of those who were favoured to share in the latter “possessed their possessions”.

The following are some of the points of resemblance between the two miracles: First, each miracle was the removal of a formidable barrier in Israel’s path. Second, each had the design of authenticating Israel’s leader (Exodus 14:31; Joshua 4:14). Third, neither was done in a corner or beheld by only a few, but was witnessed by the whole nation of Israel. Fourth, each was preceded by an act required of God’s servant, the leader giving command to the people (Exodus 14:13,21; Joshua 3:8,3). Fifth, each presented a severe test unto Israel’s faith and obedience. Sixth, both miracles were wrought in silence: neither was accompanied by shouts of triumph, nor was there any sounding of the ram’s horns. Seventh, in both there was a prodigious display of Jehovah’s power to the consternation of His enemies (Joshua 2:10,11; 5:1).

1. GOD’S PROMISE

Joshua 3:7,8; 1:5,16,17; Exodus 19:9; Joshua 4:15; Psalm 91:14,15; 1 Chronicles 29:23-25; 2 Chronicles 1:1,2; John 12:26; Matthew 28:19,20; Hebrews 13:5-9.

After the mention of God’s beginning to magnify Joshua in the sight of the people, we find him exercising authority and giving orders to the priests. The “priests” when bearing the ark of the covenant were figures of ministers of the Gospel in their official capacity. On the other hand the “priests” were types of all the redeemed of Christ (Malachi 2:7; 1 Peter 2:5,9). As the priests must order their actions by instructions which they received from Joshua, so must the ministers of the Gospel take orders from the Divine Master, and so also must the whole company of His redeemed be wholly regulated by the injunctions of the Captain of their salvation.

Joshua’s command was a testing of the faith and obedience of the priests and the people. Carnal reasoning would have judged the command senseless and unreasonable! Even when God’s instructions seem contrary to your natural intellect and they appear to be utterly inadequate to produce eternal fruits, seek grace to discharge your responsibility to the utmost extent and trustfully leave the results with God, as the priests did.

Some of the Lord’s commandments present less difficulty, but there are others of His precepts which are most trying to the flesh and which are scoffed at by the unregenerate. Nevertheless, our line of action is clear: there can be no picking and choosing – “whatsoever He saith unto you, do it” (John 2:5).

2. JOSHUA’S MESSAGE

Joshua 3:9-13; Deuteronomy 28:1,2,7; 31:26-29; 2 Corinthians 5:7; 4:13; 2 Chronicles 20:20; 1 Samuel 17:26; Jeremiah 10:7-12; 1 Timothy 6:15-17; Psalm 44:1-8.

“Come hither, and hear the words of the LORD, your God”. We have no other admonition for God’s people apart from “hear the words of the LORD” (Jeremiah 23:29,30; Isaiah 8:20; Jeremiah 1:7-9; 2 Timothy 4:1,2).

Joshua’s message assured Israel that the miracle of crossing over Jordan was a certain guarantee, that the Lord would continue to show Himself strong in their behalf (Philippians 1:6). Therein Joshua revealed his faith and confidence in God who had promised (Romans 4:20,21).

Joshua referred to God as “the living God” and “the LORD of all the earth” (Joshua 3:10,11,13). The title “the living God” is used in the Scriptures to point a contrast with the dead, inanimate idols of the heathen (2 Kings 19:4; 1 Thessalonians 1:9) and was employed by Joshua on this occasion for the purpose of showing the impotency and worthlessness of all false gods.  Israel could count on “the living God” – the omnipotent One – to undertake for them, who “without fail” will drive out the “seven nations in the land of Canaan” (Joshua 3:10; Acts 13:19). The title “the Lord of all the earth” occurs in the Scriptures seven times (Joshua 3:11,13; Psalm 97:5; Micah 4:13; Zechariah 4:14; 6:5; Isaiah 54:5). The title is one of special weight and significance, signifying God’s absolute sovereignty and universal dominion – the Proprietor and Governor of the earth which He created, the One whom none can successfully resist. “The LORD of all the earth passeth before you”. “The hills melted like wax at the presence of the LORD of the whole earth”. “The LORD of all the earth” has both the right and power to command, control, use and dispose of all nations and all creatures. It was Israel’s privilege to be in covenant relationship with the LORD and it is our honour and happiness to have Him in covenant with us. ‘While we make God’s precepts our rule, His promises our stay, and His providence our guide, we need not dread the greatest difficulties we may meet with in the way of duty’.

3. THE PEOPLE’S FAITH

Joshua 3:14-17; Exodus 15:11; Jeremiah 32:17,27; Luke 1:37; Romans 8:31,39,40; John 11; 2 Chronicles 6:41; Exodus 14:29; Hebrews 11:29.

The miracle took place when Jordan overflowed all its banks. God did not defer the crossing of the river until the end of summer when the river would have been at its lowest, but chose the month when it was at its broadest and deepest, that His power might be the more plainly seen.

“Command the priests … to come to the brink of the water Jordan … And the priests … stood firm on dry ground in the midst of Jordan” (Joshua 3:8,17). What a test of the priest’s faith, faithfulness and obedience that was! They were required to remain stationary in the centre of the river bed, which to those who are not standing by faith was a most perilous situation – with the great mass of the higher waters liable to suddenly rush down and engulf them. But there they patiently abode, for it must have taken many hours for such a huge multitude to pass over on foot. The Lord fully vindicated the priest’s obedience, holding back the mighty torrent until after they too crossed to the farther side; thereby denoting that the same power which divided the waters kept them suspended.

What a mighty God we serve! He is possessed of all-mighty power and infinite wisdom. All the powers and elements of nature are subject to Him and make way for His presence. Nothing is too hard for that One who has turned liquid floods into solid walls. And if such a God be for us, who can be against us?

