STUDY 5: READINESS BEFORE CROSSING JORDAN

Joshua 3:1-6

Every step Joshua took in obedience to God’s Word and the Spirit’s promptings brought Israel closer to their possession in the promised land. God’s Book was given to Joshua and Israel to bring them to and keep them in the promised land. As long as they kept their eyes on God and His Word, nothing could keep them away from the promised land. If our eyes are fixed on God and His Word and our ears respond to His voice, there is nothing to be afraid of.

Here was Israel before a formidable obstacle, but in view of what God had wrought for them in the past, there was no ground for dismay. Israel’s situation might be considered as a severe test of faith but it was a glorious opportunity for exercising faith in the living God. Do not look so much upon painful circumstances and difficult situations as unpleasant trials of faith but rather regard them as golden occasions for you to prove afresh the sufficiency of Him who never fails those who fully trust Him.

1. RISE EARLY

Joshua 3:1; Genesis 22:3; Psalm 119:59,60; Galatians 1:13-16; Jeremiah 7:25; Psalm 5:3; Mark 1:35; Proverbs 31:10-15; Ecclesiastes 11:6.

“And Joshua rose early in the morning”. Observe here what the Holy Spirit has preserved for us to take notice of. Joshua’s early rising shows that he was not slothful, a lover of hisa own ease, but one whose heart was in his work and who diligently applied himself unto the same. Therein he has left an example for each of us. We have no assurance that God will use us or bless our efforts unless we be industrous and deny ourselves.

Christ’s example of early morning prayer also teaches us the secret of victory in the believer’s life. Rising early to seek God’s face, gather spiritual manna from God’s Word and receive strength and grace for the day’s task should be our pattern of life. David, Daniel and many other saints of God have kept such practice over the centuries. The neglect of this is the reason for so much weakness in many today.

The early rising of Joshua, Abraham, the virtuous woman and others also point to carrying out God’s bidding while it is fresh. Whatever God requires of us must not be delayed (Genesis 20:8-15; Exodus 8:20; 34:4,5; 1 Samuel 17:20).

2. FOLLOW THE ARK

Joshua 3:2-4,6; Numbers 10:33-36; Deuteronomy 31:24-26; Proverbs 3:5-7; Isaiah 30:20,21; Matthew 16:24; John 10:4; Revelation 14:4.

The Ark was the sacred chest in which the two tables of stone were deposited. The ten commandments were the terms of the covenant which was mutually entered into between God and Israel at Sinai and it was on the basis of their compliance or non-compliance with that solemn pact that the Lord agreed to deal with Israel.

The Ark here prefigured Christ as the believer’s Covenant – head. It is by our complying with the terms of the Gospel of Christ that the soul enters into a covenant with Him. Israel’s following of the Ark pictures our keeping of the covenant, our being in practical subjection to Christ as our Lord and Law-giver, ever seeking to please and promote the interests of the eternal Lover of our souls. Just in proportion as we conduct ourselves in obedience and submission to God’s Word will Israel’s experience become ours.

The natural reason why the Ark of the covenant should proceed so far in advance was that it could be seen by all the vast multitude: had there been no space between it and them, those who followed closely behind it would obscure the view of the others – only those in the first few ranks would have been able to behold it. But being borne by the priests half a mile away, the Ark would be visible to each individual in the whole multitude. How careful we must be that we do not allow anyone to hinder us from fully beholding Christ in His fulness. And we must always carefully and prayerfully move and walk so we do not obscure anyone’s view of Christ.

Yet none must be so far away that he cannot see the Ark clearly. He must not follow the multitude, but follow the Ark. Being far away from Christ is dangerous to your soul’s spiritual welfare (Matthew 26:58). Only as the uplifted serpent on the pole was visible to all the congregation, did each Israelite receive the promised benefit. We need to keep our eyes steadfastly fixed upon Christ, “looking unto Jesus, the Author and Finisher of our faith” (Hebrews 12:2). Christ has left all His people an example that they should “follow His steps” (1 Peter 2:21).

3. SANCTIFY YOURSELVES

Joshua 3:5; Exodus 19:10,11; Leviticus 20:7,8; Deuteronomy 23:14; 2 Timothy 2:19-22; 1 Thessalonians 5:22-24.

Many people find the word “sanctify” difficult to understand. They fail to realize that there is both a Divine and a human side to sanctification. On the human side, sanctification is the believer’s dedication of himself unto God, completely setting himself apart to His service. On the Divine side, sanctification is God’s gracious act of cleansing the believer from inward depravity and sin, adorning him with Christ’s purity and transparent holiness.

“Sanctify yourselves, for tomorrow the Lord will do wonders among you”. The word here manifestly has reference to a personal cleansing by the Israelites themselves, to fit them for the presence and power of the thrice Holy One. In such usage of the word “sanctify” in the Old Testament, the reference was first unto the removal of ceremonial defilement, the putting away of all outward pollution, and then bringing their hearts into a suitable frame towards the One with whom they had to do, for God has never been satisfied with mere external purification.

“Let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God” (2 Corinthians 7:1). And be it carefully noted that “cleanse ourselves” is as much a part of the inspired Word of God as is “the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin”. “Every man that hath this hope in him purifies himself even as He is pure” (1 John 3:3). “Sanctify yourselves” has been an imperative requirement of God upon His people in all generations. No servant of Christ declares “all counsel of God” who fails to press that imperative requirement of God’s upon His people today.

