STUDY 4: CONDITION OF CITIZENSHIP IN THE KINGDOM

Joshua 2:8-24

Our present pasture in the fruitful land demands that we linger a little to receive instruction for our soul’s welfare. The wisdom of Joshua, his closely following the footsteps of Moses, his meditation on God’s Word and the regulation of his actions by God’s Word all afford the believer indispensable lessons of life. The vigilance of the king and the people of Jericho with the numerous admonitions in Scripture all challenge every christian to be watchful over his heart, life, spiritual possession, doctrinal heritage, family and spiritual welfare.

1. CONSECRATION

Joshua 2:8-13; Acts 4:18-20; 5:27-32; Jeremiah 35:1-6; Daniel 3:13-18; 6:7-10; John 4:28,29,39; Romans 9:1-3.

Patriotism is a favourite song in every nation and loyalty is a desirable word in every society. “Let every soul be subject unto the powers that be, for there is no power but of God” (Romans 13:1). God requires us to render submission to human government: to be obedient to its laws, to pay the taxes it appoints, to co-operate in upholding its authority. Christians especially should set an example as law-abiding citizens, rendering to Caesar that which he has a right to demand from his subjects (Jeremiah 29:7; Matthew 22:21; Romans 13:1; Titus 3:1; 1 Peter 2:12,14,17).

However there is one limitation, namely, when the powers that be require anything from you which is obviously contrary to the revealed will of God, or prohibit your doing what His Word commands. Where such a case arises, your duty is to render allegiance unto God and not unto any subordinate authority which repudiates His requirements. We must NEVER render to Caesar that to which God alone is entitled. “We ought to obey God rather than man” (Acts 5:29; Luke 14:25,26; Matthew 10:36-39). Rahab was fully convinced that the Lord had purposed the destruction of the Canaanites, and therefore she must either take side with Him and His people or enter into a hopeless contest against the Almighty and perish under His judgements. As one who knew that Jehovah had given the land of Canaan unto Israel, Rahab was willing to do all in her power to protect the Israelitish spies, even at risk to her own safety (1 John 3:16).

There were no Sabbaths observed in Jericho, there were no Scriptures available for reading, there were no prophets sounding forth messages from God, nevertheless, Rahab had a strong thirst and hunger for fellowship with Israel and relationship with the God of Israel – and she was eventually brought unto a saving knowledge to the true God. What a challenge to us today! Rahab also asked for kindness to be shown her father’s house so that her whole family will be saved. Those who are the recipients of God’s grace are not only grateful for their own salvation, but are concerned about the salvation of others, especially of those near and dear to them by nature (John 4:28,29,39; Romans 9:1-3; 10:1; 11:13,14).

2. CONDITION

Joshua 2:14-21; Exodus 13:12,13,21-23; Romans 8:12,13; 11:22; Hebrews 3:6,14; Acts 27:22-25,30,31

Let it be carefully noted that the fulfilment of Rahab’s request depended upon an “if”. That which they agreed upon was qualified by three provisos, the first of which was that she remain loyal to God, the purpose and people of God (Joshua 2:14,17-20). It is striking to behold the blending together of divine power and human precaution in the security of these Israelites and in the salvation of Rahab and her household. The spies had to act cautiously, hiding themselves from the pursuers, Rahab had to stay loyal and bind the scarlet cord upon her window, her household had to remain in the house to be preserved from judgement and destruction. The security of the believer is conditional and we do well to observe the “ifs” in scripture.

God’s promises are made to those who honestly strive against sin and mourn when tripped up by it, and not to those who take their fill thereof and delight therein; for He undertakes to keep His saints in holiness and not in wickedness. If God has turned our feet into that way which leadeth unto life, we must continue therein, otherwise we shall never reach our desired destination. Only those who press forward to that which is before reach the Goal. Divine preservation works through christian perseverance.

The binding of the scarlet cord in her window was for the purpose of identification, so that when Israel made their attack upon Jericho they might know which was her house and spare it. That cord was the “token” which enabled the army of Israel to “pass over” her house just as the sprinkled blood on the door-posts of the Hebrews in Egypt made the angel of death to recognise their houses and pass over them. Our identifying mark today is obedience to the Lord, for it is obedience which distinguishes the children of God from the children of the devil (Matthew 7:21-27; 12:48-50; 1 John 3:8-10).

3. CONFESSION

Joshua 2:22-24; 1 Samuel 19:10-12; Numbers 13:26-33; Proverbs 25:13; Joshua 21:44,45.

The spies were under the immediate care of God, they had trustfully committed themselves unto His hands that He would safely bring them back to Joshua. Nevertheless, they were required to exercise care and caution, and so they did. While relying on God’s promises, He still requires us to conduct ourselves circumspectly, to exercise good judgement.

They were men of faith; in all their statements (whether to Rahab or to Joshua) they employed the language of faith (Joshua 2:14,18,24). These two men were of “another spirit” different from the evil spies of the earlier generation who brought an evil report of the land. These two did not discourage Joshua and Israel by talking of the height and strength of the walls of Jericho and the extraordinary vigilance of the king and people of Jericho. Their report was an affirmation of the promise of God (Joshua 2:24; 1:5; Exodus 23:27,28; Deuteronomy 7:20,21).

