STUDY 3: ENTRY BY FAITH AND OBEDIENCE

Joshua 2:1-13

Israel had shown beyond any shadow of doubt that they accepted the God-appointed leader as their leader. They had pledged their faith in God and obedience to leadership – showing willingness to yield full obedience to Joshua’s authority. As Joshua now sends forth two spies to spy out the land, they obeyed promptly and meet with God’s favour and protection while carrying out their difficult task (Proverbs 16:7).

1. SEARCH 

Joshua 2:1,2; Numbers 13:1,2,17–21; 14:6-9,38; Romans 15:4, Psalm 37:23.

For some time past children of Israel had been encamped in the plains of Shittim, which bordered on the Jordan and lay opposite Jericho (Numbers 33:49). And now Joshua sent forth these two spies to obtain information about this enemy stronghold which lay in their path of advance.

In sending out two spies, Joshua had a good precedence for acting as he did, for Moses has sent forth spies to view Canaan on a former occasion and Joshua had been divinely ordered to regulate his conduct by “this Book of The Law … to do according to all that is written therein” (Joshua 1:7,8). Joshua’s action was the exercise of wise prudence and use of legitimate means. It was his duty to ‘look before he leaped’. The exercise of faith does not preclude the use of all legitimate means, though we are not to rest in the means alone. Faith in God does not preclude the discharge of my performance of duty, both in taking precautions against danger or using proper means for success. As yet, Joshua knew not that the Lord had purposed that Jericho would fall without Israel having to fight for it (Deuteronomy 29:29).

In view of his earlier own earlier experience (Numbers 13), Joshua made a careful selection of only two men of faith, courage and prudence. And these two spies were divinely directed to the particular house of a sinner whose heart had been convicted and melted, who was willing to believe in the God of Israel. The house in which they were sheltered was owned by a harlot, named Rahab: not that she was still plying her evil trade but that formerly she had been a woman of ill fame, the stigma of which still clung to her (See Hebrews 11:31; James 2:25; Matthew 9:9 with 10:1–3; 26:6).

2. SECURITY

Joshua 2:2-7; Luke 16:8b; Psalm 127:1,2; Jeremiah 7:8-11; Romans 3:5-8; Revelation 21:8.

That “the children of this world are in their generation wiser than the children of light”, the case before us points out clearly. These people took wise precaution and were keen in looking after their interests. Christians ought to be on the their guard, watching against the approach of any enemy. It was while men slept that Satan sowed his tares (Matthew 13:25) and it is when we are not watchful that the devil trips us up. We must always keep watch (Mark 13:37; Proverbs 27:23; 1 Peter 5:8).

Yet we must note that “except the Lord keep the city, the watchmen waketh but in vain.” Watchfulness must go along with prayerfulness if we are to overcome temptation (Matthew 26:41).

Let’s look at the two spies for a moment. Even though the two men were under His immediate guidance and protection, God permitted their entry into Jericho to become known. Why so? That their hearts and commitment may be tested and developed, to know whether they are real or fake. Eventually they were granted a manifestation of God’s power to deliver them from a horrible death.

Rahab was in a difficult situation indeed. Her situation required wisdom from above, mature counselling, great faith in God and obedience to God rather than to man. She did not know the Word of God, neither did she have anyone to guide her into the fulness of truth to know how to act in her peculiar situation. Let the believer settle it in his mind and conscience that it is NEVER right to do wrong and since it is sinful to lie, no circumstances can ever warrant the telling of one. Rahab’s lie is recorded, not to give approval to her deceit, but to show her failure and sin in the midst of her “good works”. It shows that sin, native depravity still remains in a lot of people who think they are righteous and full of good works.

3. SALVATION

Joshua 2:8-13; Exodus 15:11-18; Luke 8:18; Romans 10:17,18; Hebrews 2:1-4; 4:2; John 6:35-37.

When God works, He always works at both ends of the line! As it was in the case of the Ethiopian eunuch and Philip, and of Cornelius and Peter, so it was here. Rahab’s heart had been desirous of God’s salvation before those two men ever set their feet on Jericho!

Rahab had heard about the God of Israel and about the purpose of God for His people. As a result of what she heard, she now manifested faith in the God of Israel (Hebrews 11:31; Romans 10:17). “Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God” (Romans 10:17). Rahab said to the spies, “I know that the Lord hath given you the land … for we have heard …”. Others in Jericho heard the same reports that she did of the marvels performed by the Lord’s might, yet they produced no faith in them. Why? They did not meditate on what they heard, so the word did not mix with faith in them (Hebrews 4:2; Mark 6:49-52).

Rahab’s faith was not alone. That faith which is unaccompanied by the fruit of repentance is dead (James 2:17). Her faith separated her from the rest of the people of Jericho. She desired salvation for herself and her relations. And God responded favourably to her faith (Joshua 6:22).

