STUDY 1: NEW COMMISSION FOR THE NEW YEAR

Joshua 1:1-9

The book of Joshua shows us the conquest of the promised land and reveals the condition of possessing our possessions. The book portrays the end of Israel’s trials and wanderings in the wilderness and the beginning of new life in the promised land. Israel’s entrance into Canaan marked the beginning of a distinct stage in their history – a figure of a new beginning for us. Conversion dates the end of the old life and the beginning of the new.

1. THE PREFACE Joshua 1:1,2

Isaiah 43:18-21; Philippians 3:12-14; 1 Peter 2:1-3; Hebrews 5:12-6:3; Ephesians 5:14-17.

Joshua and Israel were encouraged to rise up and move forward. We are not to live the rest of our lives in the past, we must press on to the duties ahead of us. While it was legitimate for them to mourn for the loss of Moses, progress was not to be hindered because of the loss. We cannot allow the loss of opportunity or a loved one to hinder God’s will, we must arise and move forward in His will.

The word of God is in no wise hindered by the removal of any of His servants (by death or by divine discipline) no matter how much used in blessing to God’s people in the past. Though Moses or any other workman be removed, God’s work must go forward to its ordained completion. God appoints new hands to do His work when necessary.

Joshua did not push himself forward to fill the breach made by the departure of Moses but waited until he was ordered by the Lord to do so (Numbers 27:18-23; Deuteronomy 31:1-3,14,23; 34:9; Proverbs 25:6,7,27; Obadiah 4; Matthew 23:12).

2. THE PROMISE Joshua 1:3-5

Deuteronomy 11:22-25; Mark 11:24-26; John 14:13-15; Hebrews 13:5,6; Romans 8:31,32

The land of Canaan was a free gift from God to Israel – “that I have given unto you.” For us today, salvation is God’s free gift to us (Ephesians 2:8,9; Titus 3:5,6). Nevertheless, though Canaan was a divine gift unto Israel, yet they did not enter into possession of it without some effort on their part. They were (and we are) called upon to break completely from the old wilderness life, then submit themselves (and ourselves) unreservedly to God, always acting in unquestioning obedience to His revealed will before the inheritance could be theirs (or ours). Christ is “the author of salvation unto all them that OBEY Him” (Hebrews 5:9).

“Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon…”. Jordan must be crossed, battles must be fought, the Canaanites must be conquered before Israel could enter into possession of their inheritance. “As I was with Moses, so I will be with thee…”. Moses had to face the haughty monarch of Egypt (then the mightiest kingdom on earth) and he also had to confront the magicians of Egypt, none were able to stand before him. The same assurance was given to Joshua, that none of the mighty giants in Canaan shall be able to withstand him. The promise is also ours today (Hebrews 13:5,6).

God’s promised presence and power would be theirs only as they kept His word. Implicit obedience to God’s word is the condition of our receiving promised blessings from God.

3. THE PRECEPT Joshua 1:6-9

Deuteronomy 5:29; 26:16; Joshua 11:15; Exodus 19:5; 1 Samuel 15:22; John 14:23; James 1:25; Matthew 7:21-27; Revelation 22:14.

If Israel were to “possess their possessions” under the leadership of Joshua they must regulate their conduct by the divine law, given through Moses. God has not saved us that we might live as we please, but that we might “serve Him without fear in holiness and righteousness before Him, all the days of our life” (Luke 1:73-75).

God’s promises are not meant to set aside His precepts, but rather are given to encourage us to do with all our hearts and might whatever He has commanded us (Joshua 1:5,6; Exodus 4:12; Jeremiah 1:17-19; Matthew 28:18-20). “Be strong and of a good courage”. Upon entering Canaan, powerful enemies had to be faced, formidable obstacles had to be overcome. They were to be courageous. God has also commanded us to be strong and of a good courage (Psalm 31:24; 1 Corinthians 16:13). Look away from yourself and from your difficulties and count upon God to strengthen you in times of weakness and fear.

“Be … courageous that thou mayest observe to do according to all the law which Moses My servant commanded thee”. It takes boldness and courage to neglect the comments and criticisms of the world and regulate all the details of your life, character and conduct by the Divine standard. It calls for real courage for the true christian to cleave to the path of obedience when many professing christians will sneer at his “strictness” and his being old-fashioned. It requires resolution and valour to swim against the tide of popular opinion.

Joshua was not to be regulated by his own inclinations nor lean unto his own understanding, he was not to be governed by the principle of expediency nor to be seeking to please those under him, instead he must be actuated in all things by a “thus saith the Lord”. So the true believer today must “observe all things whatsoever Christ has commanded” (Matthew 28:20).

“Turn not from it to the right hand or to the left”. It is the exactness of obedience which constitutes the essence of obedience. If we do not desire and earnestly endeavour to keep ALL of God’s commandments we are totally lacking in the spirit of genuine obedience. Joshua was granted no indulgence, but must strictly and constantly adhere to the Rule set before him. No matter how contrary to natural wisdom and prudence might be the carrying out of its precepts, no matter how unpopular it should make him with the people of Israel, God required full and continuous obedience from him. And so He does of us today.

The path of obedience is the path of blessing. Obedience to God may incur the frowns of men, but what matters that if we have the smile of our Master! In keeping the commandments, “there is great reward” (Psalm 19:11).

