CONQUEST OF FAITH

Joshua 6:1-27

Here is the account of the conquest of Jericho by Joshua and the children of Israel. It was a city which trusted in the strength of its walls. Yet its conquest points to the superiority of spiritual weapons. This is written for the encouragement of the faithful and as a warning to rebels who resist God and His Spirit (Romans 15:4; Isaiah 45:9).

This conquest of faith has always given hope and assurance to God’s feeble people who trust Him as the God of battles. We who trust in God today should note the obedience of faith, quietness and discipline of faith, patience and perseverance, consecration and commitment to truth preceding the conquest. Disobedience is the fruit of unbelief; obedience is the index of our faith.

1. PROMISE AND INSTRUCTIONS 

Joshua 6:1-5; 1:3-5; 2Samuel 5:24; 2 Chronicles 32:8; Exodus 17:8-11; Judges 7:17-22; Luke 1:37; 2 Corinthians 10:3-5.

Jericho, with its king and people, had resolved that there will be no submission or surrender to Israel. In conspiracy against the will of the Almighty, none went out, nor were any admitted in. In the same manner is this world so shut up that the gospel of Christ’s kingdom might not conquer the hearts of its people. God had resolved that Jericho would be conquered, and that quickly. So also every knee shall bow to Christ, and that quickly (Philippians 2:9-11; Revelation 11:15).

Before the conquest of Jericho, the beginning of a series of conquests, instructions were given to Israel through Joshua. The instructions were completely different from earthly military strategies. Only faith in God and thorough circumcision of heart could make anyone to obey. The ark of God was to be carried by the priests round the city once a day for six days, and seven times on the seventh day. All the men of war were to be silent until the appointed time to shout. What a trial of faith, obedience and patience of the people! God’s precepts would have seemed foolish when compared with human policy and the promise would have seemed impossible of being performed to carnal, unbelieving minds.

2. FAITH AND OBEDIENCE

Joshua 6:6-16; Hebrews 11:1,8,30,32-34; Romans 4:18-21; Exodus 19:5-6; James 1:25; Job 36:10-12; Isaiah 1:19; Acts 26:19.

The orders Joshua had received from the Lord were given to Israel, who were prompt in their observance. The armed men went before the ark of God and the multitude of the people who were not armed followed the ark.

Seven priests went immediately before the ark, having trumpets in their hands. The trumpets they used were not silver trumpets, but trumpets of rams’ horns, that the excellency of the power might be of God (1 Corinthians 1:25-29; 2 Corinthians 4:7).

All the people were commanded to be silent, not to speak a word, nor make any noise. Victories are often lost through uncontrolled use of the tongue. In every battle of life, there are times when we must obey this divine precept to be quiet if we are to conquer the citadel of the enemy (Isaiah 30:15; Amos 5:13; Ecclesiastes 3:1-7; 1 Samuel 10:26,27; Matthew 27:12-14; Proverbs 13:3; 29:11; 25:28). Promised deliverances must be expected in God’s way and in His time.

One of the seven days they marched around Jericho must be a sabbath day, however, God who had appointed them to rest on other sabbath days appointed them to walk on this. God was not bound by the laws He had made but when He pleased He dispensed with them. The walk God commanded at that time was not to be regarded as secular but divinely appointed service. No Israelite rebelled against leadership on the pretext that they were observing the sabbath law. Unfaithful fanatics can always find an excuse for their rebellion.

At last, the trumpets were blown, the people shouted, and immediately the walls fell. At the end of time, when our Lord shall descend from heaven with a shout, and the sound of a trumpet, Satan’s kingdom shall be completely ruined – all opposing rule, principality, and power shall be effectual and eternally put down.

3. CONQUEST AND CONSECRATION 

Joshua 6:17-27; Deuteronomy 7:23-26; 13:12-18; Romans 8:37-39; Joshua 2:18-21; Hebrews 11:30,31; Deuteronomy 20:1; 2 Corinthians 1:10.

The people conquered Jericho by their obedience and faith. Entrance was opened to them into the city by the sudden fall of the walls. The sudden fall of the walls, no doubt, put the inhabitants into such a consternation that they had no strength nor spirit to make any resistance, but became an easy prey before Israel. Thus shall Satan’s kingdom fall and all who harden themselves against God. 

All the silver and gold, and all those vessels which were capable of being purified by fire, were to be brought into the treasury of the house of the Lord – consecrated to the Lord. Jericho was condemned to a perpetual desolation. And so will this world eventually be judged and set on fire! (2 Peter 3:10-14).

“By faith Rahab perished not with them that believed not” (Hebrews 11:31). Rabab was saved and secured from the judgement that came on all others. All her believing kindred who sought refuge by faith under the redemption plan, were saved with her. Saved and purified from the Gentile superstitions, renouncing the old lifestyle, she and her household became part of Israel, God’s Covenant people. She later became the wife of Salmon, the mother of Boaz, and named among the ancestors of our Saviour (Matthew 1:5). Faith in Christ is the only refuge and security from the judgement (wrath) to come.

