STUDY 10: OBEDIENCE AND ENCOURAGEMENT

Joshua 5:10-15

Immediately Jordan was divided, the carnal and selfish would have rushed in to possess the inheritance. The fruits of divine grace were manifested in Joshua and Israel at this time. With the Canaanites greatly frightened, Israel could have thought that no time should be lost in preparing for an easy triumph over their enemies.

These Israelites were truly a “peculiar people”, not acting by carnal wisdom but regulating their lives by  God’s Word (Isaiah 28:16; Ecclesiastes 9:11).

1. THE PASSOVER 

Joshua 5:10; Exodus 12:18-28; Leviticus 23:4-6; Numbers 9:1-5; 2 Chronicles 35:1-6; 1 Corinthians 5:6-8.

In submission to the Lord’s requirement, all the uncircumcised Israelites had been circumcised. With the sign of the covenant established they now ready to keep the Passover. The Canaanites must have thought that the Israelites were very strange people as they encamped in Gilgal, keeping the feast of the Passover.

Israel’s keeping of the Passover was an act of obedience to the Word of God through Moses. As “ no uncircumcised person shall eat therefore” (Exodus 12:48), they were now ready to observe the Passover after all males had been circumcised. A solemn passover was kept at the time appointed by the law, the fourteenth day of the first month. The Israelites did not temper with this divine ordinance and changed it to a morning observance to suit their own convenience (Exodus 12:24-25; Numbers 9:5; Joshua 5:10). They were completely obedient to the Lord.

2. THE MANNA AND THE CORN

Joshua 5:11-12; Exodus 16:14,15; Nehemiah 9:20-21; Deuteronomy 8:3; Matthew 4:4; John 6:48-51,63; Revelation 2:12-17.

A great supply of “the old corn”, much food for Israel’s millions, was already available when they entered Canaan. This supply of corn upon Israel’s first entrance into Canaan was an earnest of that promise which God had made through Moses in Deuteronomy 6:10,11. The complete fulfilment of the promise is found in Joshua 24:13.

“And the manna ceased on the morrow after they had eaten of the old corn of the land”. The practical lesson which we are to draw here is that we are not to expect extraordinary supplies when they can be had in an ordinary way. Manna was a wonderful mercy to them when they needed it. But it was the mark of the wilderness state; now they were furnished with “ the corn of the land”. The Word of God is spiritual manna with which God nourishes His people in this wilderness, but when we come to the heavenly Canaan this manna will cease, for we shall no longer have need of it.

3. CAPTAIN OF THE HOST

Joshua 5:13-15; Isaiah 34:5-8; 66:15,16; Jeremiah 12:12,13; 2 Chronicles 13:12; Hebrews 2:9,10; Revelation 19:11-16.

When Joshua saw the Man with drawn sword, he did not panic nor flee. On the other hand he did not rashly draw his own sword and engage this Man in conflict. We should harbour no fear while in the part of duty, but wholly rely on the divine promises.

Previously the Lord had spoken to Joshua (Joshua 1:1; 3:7; 4:1,15) but had made no visible manifestation of Himself unto His servant until now. In this instance it was a theophanic manifestation made by God the Son unto Joshua. When Joshua discovered it was far more than a “Man” who stood before him, he fell down before Him and sought His will. Had this Man with drawn sword been only an angel, he would have rebuked Joshua for worshipping him (Revelation 19:10; 22:8,9; Acts 10:25,26) but this person accepted it, thereby  proving His Deity.

Joshua, God’s faithful servant, has a special visit from the Lord in the form of “a Man with His sword drawn in His hand” – a sign that complete victory should be Israel’s, a guarantee that success should be granted their warfare. “As Captain of the host of the Lord am I now come” – to command and direct every movement of Israel’s battles.

“Loose thy shoes from off thy foot, for the place whereon thou standest is holy”. Here was further proof that the One speaking to Joshua was infinitely above the angels. It will be noted that the token of reverence required from Joshua was identical with that demanded of Moses by “the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob” at the burning bush (Exodus 3:5,6). What an encouragement to Joshua’s faith that was! Who could stand before the Captain of the Lord’s host? What was there for Israel to fear under such a Leader! Victory was sure for Joshua and Israel.

