ZACCHAEUS: MARKS OF TRUE CONVERSION

Luke 19:1-10

There is no other place where the words of Jesus that “Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them” (Matthew 7:20) is more relevant than in conversion. There are definite marks that distinguish between true and false conversion.

Our testimony of conversion and declaration that we know the Lord is not sufficient evidence of conversion. Our conversion is fake, false and worthless if it is not accompanied by a changed life (1 John 1:6; 2:6).

To be able to swim in water does not make a person a fish for there are other things beyond ability to swim in water that make a fish a fish. Beyond personal confession, there are external marks that identify the genuinely converted.

EARNESTNESS OF THE GENUINE SEEKER

Luke 19:1-4; 13:24; John 12:20,21; Isaiah 55:6,7; Deuteronomy 4:29; Jeremiah 29:13; Hosea 10:12; Acts 17:27; 16:30,31.

God loved the whole world and gave His Son to die for us (John 3:16). However this does not automatically confer salvation on the whole world. Salvation is free but it is not cheap. It cost God the life of His Son.

This precious salvation is promised to those who seek after it: “Seek the Lord while He may be found, call upon Him while He is near” (Isaiah 55:6). We are not doing God any favours by getting converted. We are doing ourselves a lot of eternal good.

It is important to note that Zacchaeus was (1) THE CHIEF (not a chief but THE chief) among the publicans, and (2) he was RICH (Luke 19:2).

Zacchaeus abandoned his social position and honour as well as his wealth and “sought to see Jesus” (Luke 19:3).

Despite the difficulties ((a) the crowd obscured his view (b) his small stature was an extra disadvantage) that confronted him, he devised a strategy to see Jesus (Luke 19:3,4).

His earnestness is seen in the passage: “And he RAN before, and CLIMBED up into a sycomore tree to see Him; for He was to pass that way” (Luke 19:4).

Are you genuinely seeking to see Jesus? (John 12:20,21). What efforts have you made to be converted? Are you striving to enter in? (Luke 13:24). How earnest is your seeking and searching for this precious salvation?

Have you allowed your social position, educational attainment, wealth, beauty, human connections, etc. to hinder you from seeking to see Jesus?

ENTRANCE OF GOD’S SALVATION

Luke 19:5-9; 13:24-27; 24:28,29; Acts 4:12; 8:27-39; 24:25; 2 Corinthians 6:2; Jeremiah 8:20; Isaiah 55:6; Ephesians 2:8,9; Romans 10:10-13.

Jesus never misses the opportunity to recognise and acknowledge a genuine seeker. God never abandons the genuine seeker like the Ethiopian eunuch that went all the way from Africa to Israel in search of God (Acts 8:27-39). When Jesus came to the sycomore tree where Zacchaeus was perching like a bird in other to see Jesus, Jesus stood still and “looked up, and saw him” (Luke 19:5). He will not pass the earnest and genuine seeker by. Jesus called Zacchaeus by his name and gave him some direct instructions and commands:

(1) “Make haste” (Luke 19:5). Don’t delay (2 Corinthians 6:2; Jeremiah 8:20; Isaiah 55:6; Luke 13:24-27).

(2) “Come down” (Luke 19:5). The way up is always down. Many have climbed all sorts of religious and philosophical trees trying to see Jesus but Jesus says to them even now “Come down”.

Zacchaeus was only trying “to SEE Jesus who He was” (Luke 19:3), now Jesus made Him the best offer in town: “for today I must ABIDE at thy house” (Luke 19:5). Don’t only desire to see Jesus, constrain Him to abide with you (Luke 24:28,29).

Zacchaeus responded positively and promptly to Christ’s commands (Luke 19:5,6). Is your obedience joyful, positive and prompt?

The salvation that Zacchaeus received was (1) from Christ, the only true source of salvation as there is no salvation in any other (Acts 4:12), (2) TODAY – this day is salvation entered into this house. There was no waiting for a better time (Acts 24:25). Today is the accepted time (2 Corinthians 6:2). Seek the Lord while he may be found (Isaiah 55:6; Luke 13:24-27). That may be the only opportunity of Christ passing that way. Unless Zacchaeus took advantage of the opportunity, he could have been lost for life. (3) by grace, not by personal merit for Zacchaeus had no personal merit to show (Ephesians 2:8,9). (4) through faith (Ephesians 2:8; Acts 8:37; Romans 10:10-13).

EVIDENCE OF GENUINE SALVATION

Luke 19:6,8; 1 Thessalonians 2:13; Acts 17:11; 24:16; 23:1; 1 Peter 2:2,3; Matthew 5:23,24; 18:15-17; 6:33; 2 Chronicles 19:1-11; Genesis 42:25,27,35; 43:12; Deuteronomy 16:16,17; 1 Corinthians 16:1,2; 2 Corinthians 9:7; 8:1-5; Malachi 3:8-12; Galatians 2:9,10; 1 Timothy 6:17-19.

From the life of Zacchaeus, three direct evidences of genuine salvation can be seen:

(1) Joyful reception of God’s word (Luke 19:6; 1 Thessalonians 2:13; Acts 17:11; 1 Peter 2:2,3)

Good and healthy eating habit is an evidence of life and growth. If eternal life is resident within you, you will desire the sincere milk of the word as a new born babe.

(2) Willingness to restitute and right past wrongs (Luke 19:8)

Genuine repentance is always accompanied with restitution (Matthew 5:23,24; 18:15-17; Acts 24:16; 23:1; 2 Chronicles 19:1-11; Genesis 42:25,27,35; 43:12).

(3) Giving and sharing (Luke 19:8)

This giving and sharing will be towards God and man. Supporting the work of the gospel in the local church financially as a steward in God’s house will be the priority of the converted (Matthew 6:33; Deuteronomy 16:16,17; 1 Corinthians 16:1,2; 2 Corinthians 9:7; Malachi 3:8-12). Sharing with the poor and needy will also be our lifestyle (Galatians 2:9,10; 2 Corinthians 8:1-5; 1 Timothy 6:17-19). 

God loved us He gave. If we love Him, we will give.

