YOUR INIQUITY: MARKED OR FORGIVEN?

It is a blessed experience to have our iniquity forgiven (Psalm 32:1,2). It gives us a standing before God (Psalm 130:3,4).

Iniquity creates a great barrier between us and God (Isaiah 59:1,2). Many are labouring under the burden of their iniquity and are held by the cords of their sin (Matthew 11:28; Proverbs 5:22).

You can either cast your lot with Cain, Achan and Judas Iscariot and have your iniquity marked or you can be in the company of Abraham, David and Paul and have them forgiven. The choice is yours!

MARKED OR FORGIVEN?

Psalm 130:3,4; 32:2; Acts 7:60; 2 Timothy 4:16; Proverbs 20:9; Ecclesiastes 7:20; Romans 3:19,23; Isaiah 64:6.

“If thou, Lord, shouldest mark iniquities, O Lord, who shall stand? But there is forgiveness with thee, that thou mayest be feared” (Psalm 130:3,4).

Every one has two choices and there is no middle ground – our iniquity can either be marked or forgiven, recorded against us with terrible consequences or blotted out with the benefit of joyful reconciliation with God.

To mark iniquity is to “lay our sin to our charge” (Acts 7:60; 2 Timothy 4:16; Psalm 32:2) with the consequences that we bear the full penalty of it which is eternal punishment in hell fire. Your sins can go before you and be dealt with and done away with before you arrive at God’s presence or like excess baggage they can follow you (1 Timothy 5:24). Cain’s iniquity was marked because of his rebellious, unrepentant heart and arrogant attitude (Genesis 4:8-15).

If God decides top mark iniquities, nobody can stand. Sinful man cannot stand approved before God (1 Samuel 6:20; Ezra 9:15; Job 41:10; Psalm 76:7; 130:3; Malachi 3:2; Revelation 6:17). No matter how moral we might be, we can never justify ourselves before God (Proverbs 20:9; Ecclesiastes 7:20; Romans 3:19,23; Isaiah 64:6).

MANDATE OF THE FATHER

Acts 17:30; 1 John 1:8-10; Proverbs 28:13; 1:28; 2 Corinthians 6:2; Hebrews 3:13; Isaiah 49:8; 55:6,7; Luke 13:24.

Because it is impossible for sinful man to justify himself before God, God has provided a way to effect forgiveness and reconciliation: “And the times of this ignorance God winked at; BUT NOW COMMANDETH ALL MEN EVERY WHERE TO REPENT” (Acts 17:30).

Repentance is God’s highway to forgiveness. To cover your sins and to pretend that you have none is to be deceived and consequently miss out on God’s forgiveness and mercy (1 John 1:8-10; Proverbs 28:13).

(1) Repentance is not an option, it is a commandment

God has not advised us to repent, He has commanded it. Repentance is not an option to be done at our convenience, it is a mandate to be carried out compulsorily if we ever hope to see and live with God.

(2) Repentance is for ALL MEN

God commands ALL MEN … to repent – male and female, young and old, rich and poor, Jew and Gentile, black and white, with or without religious background

.

(3) Repentance is for EVERY WHERE

Repentance is as relevant for developed countries as it is for underdeveloped or developing nations. It is essential whether in the pauper’s tent or in presidential palaces. Even those in the US White house need to repent!

(4) Repentance is NOW

Eternity is near. Death often comes sudden and unannounced. The best time to repent is NOW. There is no guarantee of a tomorrow. Delay is costly. There will be many in hell who intended to repent but postponed the time. Death struck and they never had the opportunity to fulfil their intention. Today is the day of salvation (2 Corinthians 6:2; Hebrews 3:13; Isaiah 49:8; 55:6,7). Seek God while He may be found (Isaiah 55:6,7; Proverbs 1:28; Luke 13:24).

MILEPOSTS TO FORGIVENESS

Proverbs 28:13; Psalm 32:5; 33:5; 51:3; 130:4,5; 1 Timothy 5:24; Genesis 4:8-15; Joshua 7:20-26; Numbers 32:23.

God has no pleasure in the peril of the sinner, He will rather forgive iniquities than mark them (Psalm 130:3,4; Ezekiel 33:11; 18:23,32; 2 Peter 3:9). There is forgiveness with God (Psalm 130:4).

However there are mileposts on the road to divine forgiveness:

(1) Acknowledge your iniquity and sin (Psalm 33:5; 51:3; 1 John 1:8-10).

(2) Bring your iniquity to the open – don’t hide them (Proverbs 28:13; Psalm 32:5; 1 Timothy 5:24; Genesis 4:8-15; Joshua 7:20-26; Numbers 32:23).

(3) Godly repentance and confession (Psalm 38:18; 41:4; 51:3,4; Proverbs 28:13; Matthew 3:6; Mark 1:5; 1 John 1:9; 2 Corinthians 7:10).

(4) Complete renunciation and forsaking (Proverbs 28:13; Matthew 3:8,10; Luke 3:9-14; Isaiah 55:7; Job 11:14; 22:23; 34:32).

If we genuinely follow these mileposts, we will arrive at the appointed destination of divine forgiveness (Psalm 32:5).

