YE MUST BE BORN AGAIN

John 3:1-21

No two words are more popular in the religious vocabulary of the church today than “born again”. It has been much used and spoken that it has lost its spiritual weight in many circles. The phrase is irritating to many people who think that christians have just coined the “useless” phrase to confuse people. 

However it is refreshing to know that the phrase comes directly from the Bible and it has not been invented just to cause confusion. The phrase was used by Jesus Christ to designate the salvation experience. If Jesus used it, we should not be ashamed to use it. We cannot improve on it. We should be content to talk like our Saviour and Lord for the servant is not above his master. It is a legitimate phrase. Jesus used it, that settles it. 

Every churchgoer ultimately wants to enter the kingdom of God, enjoy the privileges of that kingdom, rule and reign with the King in His kingdom. However we are emphatically, uncompromisingly told by Jesus Christ the glorious King of the kingdom “Except a man be born again, he cannot see (or enter into) the kingdom of God” (John 3:3,5,7). 

There is a first birth and there is a second birth, there is an old birth and there is a new birth. The second birth or the new birth is another phrase for “born again”.

THE NECESSITY THE NEW BIRTH John 3:1-8

Matthew 18:3; Mark 10:15; Luke 13:1-5; John 8:24; 9:41; Acts 4:12; 10:1-8,43; Romans 3:23; 6:23; 10:3,4; Galatians 2:16; 1 Corinthians 3:11.

The new birth is not optional, it is the gateway into the christian life. We cannot have any relationship with God and His Christ without this experience. Its absolute necessity is contained in the fact that Jesus said it. It does not matter your social background, educational attainment, religious persuasion, family circumstances, “Ye must be born again” (John 3:7). “Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God” (John 3:3). 

Nicodemus was a Pharisee, a ruler of the Jews, a master in Israel (John 3:1,10) yet he needed to be born again. These facts need some indepth examination. 

The Pharisees had a kind of external righteousness, public morality and decorum that was above that of the generality of men, however the kind of righteousness that will see the kingdom of God must exceed the righteousness of the Scribes and Pharisees. Its starting point is being born again (Matthew 5:20; Isaiah 64:6). 

Nicodemus was well placed in society. He was a ruler of the Jews. Yet his social standing in society cannot exempt him from God’s requirement. He must be born again. The city mayor needs to be born again. 

Nicodemus was a religious master in Israel. However his religious knowledge will not substitute for lack of a dynamic relationship with God. He must be born again. The ordained bishop with several theological degrees must be born again. The scholarly professor of theology with many published books to his credit still needs to be born again. 

If it was Peter who said it, some modern liberal theologians would have explained it away that Peter was only an ignorant fisherman who was always too blunt and uncouth in his pronouncements and perhaps he said it in one of his moments of excessive zeal and passion. 

If it was John who said it, they would have said that he was a love lost lad who always rested on Jesus’ bosom and as a result he was too nostalgic about experience in Christ. 

If it was Paul who said it, they might have said that Paul was too fanatical. Much learning made him mad and he uttered it in one of his eccentric moments. 

But it was not Peter, John or Paul who said it. Jesus Christ the Son of God said it -- “YE MUST BE BORN AGAIN”! There is no alternative. It is not an option. You are either born again or you are lost. There is no other way to see God, see the kingdom of God than being born again. Marvel not that Christ says to you “YE MUST BE BORN AGAIN”!

THE NATURE OF THE NEW BIRTH John 3:4-16

Titus 3:5; James 1:18; 1 Peter 1:3,23; 1 John 1:9; 5:1; John 1:12,13; 5:24; 20:31; Ephesians 2:8,9; Ezekiel 36:25-27.

Nicodemus was confused at what Jesus said. He asked a question which is of utmost importance “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter the second time into his mother’s womb, and be born?” (John 3:4). 

Nicodemus knew that Christ was talking about birth, a second birth. He knew he has been born once. How does he go about being born the second time. Can he enter his mother’s womb and be born afresh, born again? He wanted to know the essential nature of the new birth, the second birth. 

Jesus gave him some explanation but Nicodemus was still not clear about it. His startling reply was “How can these things be?” (John 3:9). Jesus then gave him further explanation and illustration of how these things can be. 

The first birth is physical “That which is born of the flesh is flesh”, the second (new) birth is spiritual “that which is born of the Spirit is spirit” (John 3:6). The agent is the Holy Spirit and He regenerates our spirit when the new birth takes place. 

The Greek words translated “born again” are “gennethe anothen” meaning to be begotten from above. It literally means there must be a transformation from God and a renewal in righteousness and true holiness to be saved (2 Corinthians 5:17-21; Ephesians 4:22-24; Colossians 1:13-14,20; 2:12-17; 3:1-16). 

Water is used in a figurative sense of salvation (John 4:14; Isaiah 12:3), of baptism in the Holy Spirit (John 7:37-39) and of cleansing by the word of God (James 1:18; 1 Peter 1:23; John 3:5). In this passage, it is not the water in water baptism that is referred to but the water of the word. 

The word of God shows us our need, as we pray, the Spirit of God effects the needed spiritual change and we are born again. 

The provision for our salvation is the sacrificial death and atonement of Christ at calvary. If we look up to the crucified Christ and believe just like the children of Israel looked at the lifted brazen serpent, we shall be saved as they were saved from the destruction. 

It is our duty to come confessing, repenting, believing, it is God’s duty to regenerate, adopt, justify, forgive, redeem. His Holy Spirit will effect the needed change and renewal.

THE NEWNESS AFTER THE NEW BIRTH John 3:6,8,18,21

2 Corinthians 5:17-21; Romans 5:1,2; 8:1,2,10-17; 3:24-26; Galatians 2:16; Colossians 2:6-8; 1:10; 1 John 2:6; Titus 3:5-8; Ephesians 2:8-10.

There is a newness that follows the new birth. Of course old things pass away, all things become new (2 Corinthians 5:17). Before being born again, we are deaf to the voice of the Holy Spirit, after being born again, as the natural man hears the sound of the wind, so the man born again hears the voice of the Spirit and is led by that Spirit (John 3:8; Romans 8:10-17). 

Before the new birth, the person was a man of the flesh û sold under sin, carnal, sensual, blind to spiritual realities (John 3:4,6,9; 8:24; 9:41; Romans 7:14), after the new birth, the person becomes spiritual -- living in the newness of life, walking in the light (John 3:6,8,21; Ephesians 4:1,17; 5:8,15; 1 Peter 1:14; 1 John 1:5-7; Romans 6:4; 7:6). 

There is no more condemnation (John 3:18; Romans 8:1,2), there is peace with God (Romans 5:1,2), we receive the Spirit of adoption whereby we cry Abba Father (Romans 8:10-17), we have assurance of forgiveness and know that we have been justified by faith (Romans 3:24-26; Galatians 2:16). 

Are you born again? If not, why not? If yes, do you enjoy the newness that follows the experience? Examine yourself!
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