THE NEW LIFE

2 Corinthians 5:11-21

There are so many people who claim to be christians that heaven has no record of their lives and testimonies as believers. However there is abundance of their record as fornicators, adulterers and people indulging in every kind of known sin.

To be a faithful church member is not the criteria that makes a person a christian. Partaking of the holy communion is not a guarantee of having relationship with God. Water baptism does not confer salvation on us.

The word christian is more than a mere label or title. It is not just an appellation to distinguish us from pagans. To be a christian is to be in Christ. The consequence of being in Christ is possessing the new life in Christ. Are you truly in Christ? Do you possess the new life? Examine your experience.

GODLESS CHARACTER OF THE REBELLIOUS

2 Corinthians 5:11-15; 1 Peter 3:3,4; 1 Samuel 16:7; Matthew 6:25; Galatians 6:16,19-21; Romans 13:14; Proverbs 6:32.

This passage of scripture shows vividly the godless character and priorities of the sinners:

(1) They glory in appearance, and not in heart (2 Corinthians 5:12)

The sinner concentrates his attention on the outward body that can be seen and not the hidden man of the heart that God places more attention on (1 Peter 3:3,4). They concentrate their time and effort on their outward appearance – facial look, hairdo, dress style, etc. They have not realised that life is more than food and the body more than dress (Matthew 6:25).

To spend your life giving your body the best while neglecting your heart is to chase after shadows. Man concentrates and judges by outward appearance but reckons with the heart (1 Samuel 16:7).

You look gorgeous on the outside, how clean and peaceful is your heart? Is your heart a pit of moral pollution and a battlefield of the devil?

(2) Sinners live unto themselves  (2 Corinthians 5:15)

Sinners are not interested in living for God else they will obey His commandments. They live contrary to God’s word. They do what pleases them even if it flouts God’s word. The works of the flesh describe their activities (Galatians 5:19-21). They live to fulfil the lusts of the flesh (Galatians 6:16; 5:24). They create occasions and opportunities for the flesh to fulfil its lusts (Romans 13:14).

(3) Sinners only know people after the flesh  (2 Corinthians 5:16)

They judge and relate with people in a carnal and fleshly way rather than evaluate from divine perspectives. They evaluate people according to their wealth, political position, connections, etc. while overlooking the moral and the spiritual dimension. They will praise a university profession as knowledgeable and wise though he be an adulterer but God says “but whoso committeth adultery with a woman lacketh understanding” (Proverbs 6:32).

God has no respect of persons (Romans 2:11; Ephesians 6:9; Colossians 3:25; Acts 10:34,35). He expects us also to have no respect of persons and never be partial in our treatment and judgement of people because of their person (James 2:1-10).

GOD’S CRITERIA FOR REGENERATION

2 Corinthians 5:14,15,17; Isaiah 64:6; 55:6,7; Acts 4:12; Hebrews 6:1,2; Ezekiel 18:4; Romans 3:10-23; 6:23.

Regeneration is not moral reformation although moral reformation will of necessity follow spiritual regeneration. A man can be morally reformed and still be a sinner. A person can be culturally refined and still be the greatest of sinners from God’s viewpoint. His self-righteousness will be like filthy rags when examined under God’s microscope (Isaiah 64:6; Proverbs 30:12).

No man can be truly changed except through Christ. There is no salvation in any other (Acts 4:12). All can be regenerated since Christ died for ALL (2 Corinthians 5:14,15).

Regeneration comes through Christ and is only by being in Christ – “Therefore if any man be IN Christ” (2 Corinthians 5:17). God’s criteria for regeneration is “BE IN CHRIST”:

(1) Commandment keeping does not save (Romans 3:28; Galatians 2:16; 3:21; James 2:10,11).

(2) Mere moral living cannot regenerate (Psalm 51:5; Job 14:4; Isaiah 64:6; Romans 3:10-23; John 1:45-50; Acts 10:1-44).

(3) Church attendance and religious observances are not sufficient to secure heaven (1 Peter 3:21; Romans 6:3-7; Luke 5:30-33; 1 Corinthians 1:11-17; John 3:1-8; 4:19-26; Acts 10:1-10; 16:16-20).

(4) Good works without Christ are dead works (Hebrews 6:1,2; 1 Corinthians 13:3; Matthew 16:26; Mark 8:37; 1 John 5:2; Luke 16:15).

(5) Regeneration cannot be obtained through natural birth and heredity (John 3:1-7; Ezekiel 18:4; Leviticus 5:1-17).

GRACIOUS CONVERSION AND REGENERATION

2 Corinthians 5:17; 6:14-18; Isaiah 64:6; 55:6,7; Proverbs 28:13; 30:12; Colossians 1:12-14; Romans 6:6,12-20; Ephesians 1:7; 2:1-10; 1 John 1:9; Mark 1:15.

“Therefore if any man be IN Chris, he is a new creature” (2 Corinthians 5:17). To be in Christ is to be a new creature, converted and regenerated. There is nobody that can be in Christ and still remain in the old established sinful ways.

If ANY MAN irrespective of his race, culture, education, wealth, colour, etc. professes to be in Christ, he must of necessity be a NEW creature. What does it mean to be in Christ?

(1) To pass from death to life (John 5:24; 1 John 3:14; 5:13).

(2) To be translated from the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of light (Colossians 1:12,13; 1 Thessalonians 5:4,5; John 3:19-21).

(3) To pass from being a servant of sin into being a servant of righteousness (Romans 6:6,12-20).

(4) To cease being a child of the devil and to become a child of God (John 8:44; Matthew 13:24-30,36-43; 2 Corinthians 6:14-18).

(5) To have our sins forgiven (Colossians 1:14; Ephesians 1:7; 1 John 1:9).

(6) To be quickened spiritually and saved (Ephesians 2:1-10).

All this takes place the moment we genuinely repent of our sins, manifest godly sorrow towards sin, forsake every form of unrighteousness and trust in the atoning death and cleansing blood of Christ (Proverbs 28:13; Isaiah 55:6,7; Mark 1:15; 1 John 1:9).

