THE GREAT CHANGE

2 Corinthians 5:11-21

Many religious people are trying to turn a new leaf, make some moral adjustments, be more committed to a mode of religious worship in their bid to please God. However without a change of heart, we are just like the pig that will ultimately go back to wallow in the mud or like the dog that will later go back to swallow its former vomit (2 Peter 2:22).

It is God that grants us grace to repent and effects this work of transformation within us (Acts 11:18; 15:9; 26:18). However when this happens, it is always a great and significant change!

GREAT CHANGE THROUGH REGENERATION

2 Corinthians 5:15-17; Ephesians 4:22-24; John 3:3-8; Galatians 5:16-18,24,25; 1 Thessalonians 5:5; Romans 13:12; 6:18-20; Colossians 1:13.

“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new” (2 Corinthians 5:17).

Being born again is not an unnoticeable, mild reformation. It is a sharp, radical transformation – a great change. This great change is brought about through regeneration of heart.

“Old things are passed away; behold, ALL things are become new”. There is a sharp, noticeable and distinct contrast between the former life in sin and the present life in Christ. This contrast is manifested in several ways:

(1) A contrast between  the old and the new (2 Corinthians 5:17; Ephesians 4:22-24)

(2) A contrast between  the flesh and the spirit (John 3:3-8; Galatians 5:16-18,24,25)

(3) A contrast between  sin and righteousness (Romans 6:18-20)

(4) A contrast between  darkness and light (2 Corinthians 6:14-18; 1 Thessalonians 5:5; Romans 13:12)

(5) A contrast between  bondage and freedom (Galatians 4:29-31; 5:1)

(6) A contrast between  vain walk and humble walk (Ephesians 4:17-21; 2:2,3; 2 Corinthians 5:12)

(7) A contrast between  living for self and living for the Saviour (2 Corinthians 5:15)

(8) A contrast between  carnal knowledge and spiritual revelation (2 Corinthians 5:16; Matthew 16:15-17; 1 Corinthians 2:13,14)

(9) A contrast between  the old master Satan and the new Master Jesus (Colossians 1:13)

GRACIOUS CONSEQUENCES OF REGENERATION

2 Corinthians 5:18,14; 1 Corinthians 4:16; 11:1; 1 Thessalonians 1:6; Hebrews 6:12; Matthew 4:18-22; 5:9; Acts 9:1,6; Ephesians 5:19; Colossians 3:16; Philippians 2:15.

“And ALL things are of God, who hath reconciled us to Himself by Jesus Christ” (2 Corinthians 5:18).

We become spiritually minded, God-engineered and inspired, divinely motivated, etc. God specialises in making all things new and beautiful. The newness comes through in a number of areas:

· A New Master (John 8:44; Colossians 1:13; Ephesians 4:20; 2 Corinthians 6:14-18; 1 Peter 1:15,16)

· A New Mind (Philippians 2:15)

· A New Model  (1 Corinthians 4:16; 11:1; 1 Thessalonians 1:6; Hebrews 6:12)

· A New Music  (Ephesians 5:19; Colossians 3:16)

· A New Motivation  (Matthew 5:9; 2 Corinthians 5:14)

· A New Mission  (Matthew 4:18-22)

· A New Manner  (Acts 9:1,6)

If this newness does not follow our so-called regeneration, then the grace of God has been received in vain (2 Corinthians 6:1; Titus 2:11-14).

GOD’S CHANNEL OF RECONCILIATION

2 Corinthians 5:18-20; Mark 5:18-20; 16:15-20; John 4:26-44; Acts 8:26-40; 1:8; 4:19,20; 8:4,5; 1 John 1:1-3; Matthew 28:18-20;

“… and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation … and hath committed to us the word of reconciliation. Now then are we ambassadors for Christ” (2 Corinthians 5:18-20).

If we have truly encountered Christ, we cannot but speak about Him. The Samaritan woman went to proclaim Christ in the city (John 4:26-44). The demoniac of Gadara testified of Christ throughout Decapolis (Mark 5:18-20). The apostles declared what they have seen and heard (Acts 4:19,20; 8:4,5; 1 John 1:1-3).

Before regeneration, we were Satan’s agents of alienation. After regeneration, we become God’s channel of reconciliation (Acts 8:26-40; 1:8; Matthew 28:18-20; Mark 16:15-20).

