TRUE FREEDOM IN CHRIST

John 8:1-11

The passage of scripture that is before us is loaded with many lessons. It is the story of a woman who was caught in adultery. However her accusers were not directly interested in humiliating her, they were only using her as an unfortunate victim in order to trap Christ. 

(1) In their selfishness and wickedness, they didn’t care whether the woman was humiliated or emotionally destroyed or even physically killed as long as their goal of ensnaring Christ is fulfilled. 

(2) Their hypocrisy is seen in the fact that they only used the adulterous woman’s act to cover the real motive behind their question. 

(3) Their gross unfairness and prejudice is reflected in the fact that they allowed the sin-partner of the woman to escape. If they caught her “in the very act”, her sin-partner must have been caught as well. 

(4) Their insincerity is shown in the fact that they were not really interested in justice. It was only a cover-up for their evil act. 

The world is searching for freedom, propagating theories about how freedom can be obtained. Our modern world is obsessed by freedom. Many have interpreted sensual licence to do anything they like as freedom. This is false freedom if freedom at all and it can only destroy. It is a perversion of the real and true freedom. A man that has no control over his spirit is like a city without walls û vulnerable, insecure, restless, fearful (Proverbs 25:28). A man who has no control over his actions, passions, who can do anything at anytime at anywhere and everywhere is not free, he is in great bondage. Sin, immorality is the greatest bondage that man has ever experienced. The twentieth century is in great bondage to sexual perversion. The handwriting is all over the walls û lesbianism, sodomy, teenage pregnancy, extra-marital affairs, fornication, adultery, effeminacy, pornography and pornographic advertisements, rape, sexual child abuse, incest, wife-swapping parties, open-ended relationships, “unmarried couples”, masturbation, etc. The passage we are reading today can easily be duplicated many times over. The national and local newspapers, the tabloids, magazines and periodicals all reek with news of sexual perversion. They try to put up the stories in an accommodating, consenting, permissive way. Adultery is still adultery even if disinfected and coloured! It is sin and carries God’s judgement. The divorce rate is steadily increasing because men and women are looking for freedom. True freedom can only be found in Christ. His grace liberates from sin, lust, inordinate passions, unclean habits, immoral lifestyle. You can be free today for Christ sets free.

THE DAMNATION OF THE FILTHY John 8:2-7

Deuteronomy 17:2-7; 22:13-30; Leviticus 20:9-21; Romans 6:23; 3:23; Ezekiel 18:4; 22:23-30; 1 John 3:4; 1 Samuel 15:23; Revelation 21:8 Numbers 32:23.

The scribes and Pharisees brought unto Christ a woman who was taken in adultery and they set her in the midst of the crowd that Christ was teaching and instructing (John 8:2,3). What shame, humiliation, pain, sorrow this woman must have felt with all eyes upon her û the eyes of Christ the great teacher come from God, the eyes of the religious leaders of the day, the eyes of the temple officials and the eyes of the common people. 

Sin always brings shame, humiliation, pain, sorrow, guilt, and condemnation. This woman had been caught red-handed committing sin. She was caught “in the very act” (John 8:4). 

The law of Moses commanded execution by stoning for adultery and similar offences (Deuteronomy 22:22; Leviticus 20:10). However the purpose why God commanded it was to restrain people from doing it knowing that the penalty was severe. It was to safeguard the sanctity of sex, the holiness of marriage and the moral purity of the nation. Now that modern man has rejected God’s high standard, what do we find? Illicit sex in every conceivable alley, adultery in the high places û even in the royal family! The priests, the prophets, the princes and the people are all guilty. Adultery among ecclesiastical priests, pentecostal prophets, royal princes and the common people. Who today is pure and available? (Ezekiel 22:23-30). 

The wages of sin is death (Romans 6:23). God will not condone sin. The soul that sinneth, it shall die (Ezekiel 18:4). There is no moral justification for sin in any shape. 

One of the root Greek words for sin is “harmartia” û missing the mark. Sin is the transgression of the law (1 John 3:4). Have you not missed the mark of God’s righteousness? Have you not transgressed God’s holy commandments? Rebellion will still be treated like witchcraftcy (1 Samuel 15:23), liars will still perish with sorcerers (Revelation 21:8). There is no sin that is too small to escape God’s notice and judgement. Irrespective of how minute or small your sin is, it will find you out (Numbers 32:23). 

God’s judgement and condemnation is on all who have missed the mark. All of us without exception have sinned and come short of God’s glory (Romans 3:23). We all merit His damnation.

THE DECLARATION OF FREEDOM John 8:7-11

Deuteronomy 17:2-7; Romans 2:1-3,21-23; 10:9,10; Acts 23:3; John 1:17; Mark 2:5; 1 John 1:9; Ephesians 2:8; 2 Samuel 12:13; Psalm 78:38; 85:2; Colossians 2:13.

Following their persistent request that Christ should give His verdict, He told them “He that is without sin among you, let him first cast a stone at her”. 
Christ did not lower the demands of the Mosaic law. He wanted them to fulfil it since the condition of stoning a person to death is that those doing the stoning should not be guilty of the same offence (Deuteronomy 17:2-7; Romans 2:1-3,21-23; Acts 23:3). Christ’s answer brings out two major lessons for us all: 

 (1) Their question required yes or no but either would have been disastrous. To say yes would have led to arrest by the Roman government in whose power alone rests the pronouncement of the death penalty (Remember that the Jews couldn’t crucify Jesus until Pontious Pilate, a representative of the Roman government gave them permission). To say no would have discredited His status as a teacher come from God upholding God’s word. His answer was not a blank yes but a qualified yes. It was a yes with an impossible, unfulfillable condition. Only Christ could have fulfilled the condition. 

 (2) The law was given by Moses but grace and truth came through Christ (John 1:17). The Lord wanted to manifest these two natures at the same time. He didn’t come to destroy the law but to uphold and fulfil it. He will uphold the truth of the Mosaic law and yet show grace to the sinner. What a glorious God we have! Are you a sinner? God’s law condemns you but His grace will redeem you. He will redeem you (buy you back) from the slave market of sin. 

Those who brought that woman to Christ, even if we do not know any other sins they committed, we have earlier shown that they were selfish, wicked, hypocritical, unfair, prejudiced, insincere. Those alone were enough to make them feel guilty. They couldn’t cast a stone and they departed one by one until the woman was left alone with Christ. 

The compassionate Saviour then asked the woman about her accusers: “Hath no man condemned thee?” The woman replied: “No man, Lord”. Even in her reply, the word “Lord” already shows appropriating faith. She made Christ her new Lord. She was confessing it with her mouth (Romans 10:9,10). Christ’s word to her was the climax of redeeming grace: “Neither do I condemn thee: go”. Christ was the only one who had the right, power, authority to condemn her but He set her free. It was the declaration of freedom. It was emancipation proclamation!

THE DEMANDS OF THE FREEDOM John 8:11

John 5:14; 8:32-36; Isaiah 1:16; Romans 6:1,2,12,18; 1 Corinthians 15:34; 1 John 2:1; 2 Corinthians 5:17; Galatians 5:1.

Charles Kingsley has said “There are two kinds of freedom û the false, when a man is free to do what he likes; the true, when a man is free to do what he ought”. 
When Christ makes us free, He also gives us enabling grace to do what we ought, to live as God intends. His freedom places a demand upon us. Before we were servants of sin, now we become servants of righteousness (Romans 6:18). 

This woman was not set free to go back into adultery and sin. She received pardon but was told “Go, and sin no more”. We are saved to serve the Lord. We are saved to walk in the newness of life. Old things of sin and immorality will pass away, all things will become new (2 Corinthians 5:17). 

As the Saviour forgives us, sets us free, He can be heard telling us “Stand fast therefore, in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage” (Galatians 5:1). Don’t go back into sin. Go, and sin no more. 

The problem of many people is that they want freedom in Christ but they still want to continue in sin. This is impossible. Shall we continue in sin and yet expect grace to abound? Never, God forbid (Romans 6:1). If you have been saved, keep saved. If you have been redeemed, keep, stay and look redeemed. How shall we that are dead to sin, live any longer therein? (Romans 6:2). 

There is true freedom in Christ for if the Son of God shall make you free, you shall be free indeed (John 8:32-36).
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