TRANSLATION: NEW MASTER, KINGDOM & PRIVILEGES

The root Greek word rendered “translation” is the word “methistano”. Together with its other derivatives (metathesis, methistemi, metatithemi, etc.), the word has the prefix “meta” which means “to change”. The word is used of a change, a change of position,, a transposition or transference or transplanting from one place to another. The usage in the New Testament confirm this (Jude 4; Acts 13:22; 19:26; 1 Corinthians 13:2; Luke 16:4; Hebrews 7:12; 11:5; 12:27; Colossians 1:13).

In Colossians 1:13, the word has the meaning of a change of place and position, a translation or transposition into the Kingdom of God’s dear Son. The significance of this spiritual translation is tremendous for it implies a change of masters, a change of kingdom and the commencement of new privileges.

POWERFUL DELIVERANCE FROM SATAN’S TYRANNY

Colossians 1:13; Acts 26:18; Jeremiah 31:11; Psalm 91:3; 11:2; 64:3-7; 58:7; 2 Timothy 4:18; Job 5:19; 1 Samuel 17:37; Daniel 6:22,27; Hebrews 2:15; Isaiah 49:24-26; Acts 5:18,19; 12:7; 16:26; 27:44; 2 Corinthians 1:10; 4:3,4; 1 Timothy 1:19,20; Ephesians 5:13,14; John 8:12.

Divine redemption preceded our spiritual translation. God redeemed us from Satan’s tyranny. He delivered us from the hand of him who was stronger than us (Jeremiah 31:11). He delivered us from the power of darkness (Colossians 1:13; Acts 26:18). It is a deliverance from Satan’s tyranny and captivity. This deliverance takes many forms depending on individual circumstances. 

It is a deliverance from:

(a) the snare of the fowler (i.e. the cage of the bird catcher) (Psalm 91:3), 

(b) the evil-intentioned hunter that is shooting at our souls in secret (Psalm 11:2; 64:3-7; 58:7), 

(c) every evil work (2 Timothy 4:18; Job 5:19), 

(d) the mouth of the roaring lion and the ranging bear who is seeking preys to devour (1 Samuel 17:37; Daniel 6:22,27), 

(e) the prison of the devil, the bondage of the tyrannous taskmaster, the terror and dread of the oppressor (Hebrews 2:15; Isaiah 49:24-26; Acts 5:18,19; 12:7; 16:26), 

(f) spiritual shipwreck and death (Acts 27:44; 2 Corinthians 1:10; 1 Timothy 1:19,20; Ephesians 5:14), 

(g) the darkness of ignorance and spiritual blindness (2 Corinthians 4:3,4; John 8:12; Ephesians 5:13,14), 

(h) the darkness of sin that blinds men against the truth (Romans 13:12; 2 Corinthians 3:14).

Satan’s purpose is to keep us in perpetual bondage and he strives to keep us from hearing the gospel truth that will lead to our freedom (2 Corinthians 4:3,4; John 8:32,36) but thank God who rescued us from the power of this lawless tyrant (Colossians 1:13).

PECULIAR DISTINCTIVES OF THE SAINT’S TRANSLATION

Colossians 1:13; 2 Corinthians 4:3,4; Acts 26:18; Ephesians 1:17-21; Hebrews 12:28; Luke 1:32,33; Isaiah 9:7; Daniel 2:44; 7:13,14,27; 2 Peter 1:11; Revelation 11:15; 1:5,6; Luke 22:28,29; 2 Timothy 2:12; John 12:31; 14:30; 16:11.

A few peculiarities of this spiritual translation are examined in order to gain a better working of this spiritual transaction:

(1) Translation implies a source and a destination

We were before in satan’s kingdom of darkness but now translated into Christ’s Kingdom of light. There is a change of kingdoms. We have left the kingdom of darkness with all its spiritual blindness and come into the Kingdom of light with all its benefits of spiritual eyesight, insight, knowledge and revelation (2 Corinthians 4:3,4; Colossians 1:13; Acts 26:18; Ephesians 1:17-21).

The new kingdom which we now enter is not the kingdom of inferior angels but the Kingdom of God’s Son. Unlike Satan’s kingdom which is a pseudo-kingdom and is temporary, Christ’s Kingdom is real and everlasting (Luke 1:32,33; Isaiah 9:7; Daniel 2:44; 7:13,14,27; 2 Peter 1:11; Revelation 11:15). Unlike Satan’s shaky kingdom that constantly needs to be propped up, Christ’s Kingdom cannot be shaken. It is a solid Kingdom built on eternal foundations (Hebrews 12:27,28). In Satan’s kingdom, all are slaves that he uses and disposes at will, in Christ’s Kingdom, we are kings and priests that work in partnership with the King of kings (Revelation 1:5,6; Luke 22:28,29; 2 Timothy 2:12). Satan is a one-eyed prince in the country of the blind (2 Corinthians 4:3,4; John 12:31; 14:30; 16:11), Christ reigns over the seeing (Ephesians 1:18-21). Satan rules his kingdom by force, Christ reigns in love and at the saints’ joyful submission and invitation. In Christ’s Kingdom, the blessings that each enjoys is not affected (i.e. diminished) by the number of those who inhabit the Kingdom for His resources are unlimited (Philippians 4:19). Satan’s kingdom is of this world but Christ’s Kingdom is not of this world (2 Corinthians 4:3,4; John 14:30; 12:31; 16:11; Ephesians 2:2; 18:36; Hebrews 1:8; Revelation 11:15).

(2) Translation implies a change of masters

Before, Satan was our master (John 8:44; Matthew 13:38; Acts 13:10; 1 John 3:10; Ephesians 2:2) dictating what we do, directing our lives and subjecting us to all sorts of evil and oppression. But now, we have a new master in Christ having become the children of God and members of Christ’s kingdom (Matthew 13:38; 5:9; 1 John 3:10; Romans 9:26; 8:16,21; Galatians 3:26; Luke 20:26; John 11:52).

(3) Translation implies a change of life and lifestyle

Translation suggests a transplanting of a group of people and their settlement in a new territory. Spiritual translation implies separation from sin, the world and the devil. Now we are children of God, we walk in Christ’s light since we have put on the armour of light and are in the kingdom of light. We no longer walk in darkness (Colossians 2:6; 1 John 1:6,7; 2:6; Romans 13:12; Ephesians 5:8). We have a new name, a new hope, a new set of friends, a new type of work, a new mode of dressing, a new quality of speech (Psalm 119:63; Colossians 4:6; Ephesians 2:19-22).

(4) Translation implies a change of spiritual and physical condition

Before we were in spiritual and physical bondage under the tyranny of the devil. We were captives of satan who held us in captivity by his power of darkness. However, now a stronger than he has overcome him and set us free. There is a change of condition from bondage to freedom (Luke 11:21,22; Galatians 5:1,13; Colossians 1:13).

(5) The effectiveness of the translation depends on the power, authority and skill of the person implementing the translation

It is God who has translated us not a mortal man like a pastor or priest! How can such a translation ever fail? It is an effective and powerful translation (Colossians 1:13).

PERMANENT DOMINION THROUGH THE SAVIOUR’S TRIUMPH

Colossians 1:12; 2 Corinthians 2:14; 10:4; Romans 8:2,21,37; 6:18; Revelation 15:21; 1 John 3:8-10; 5:4; Isaiah 61:1; 58:14; 32:16; Luke 4:18; John 8:32,36; 2 Corinthians 3:17; Galatians 5:1,13; 1 Peter 2:16; 1 Corinthians 8:9; Ephesians 2:6; 1:3,11; Psalm 91:14; 61:5; 119:111; Habakkuk 3:19; Revelation 3:21; Acts 20:32; 26:18.

Through the divine redemption and translation, we now have a permanent dominion over the devil and all his activities and intentions. This is borne out in the apostle’s joyful exclamation: “Thanks be unto God who ALWAYS causeth us to TRIUMPH in Christ Jesus” (2 Corinthians 2:14; 10:4; Romans 8:37; Revelation 15:21; 1 John 5:4). A few facts and insights should help us to enjoy the benefits of this new condition:

(1) Complete deliverance and permanent liberty

Now that God has delivered you from Satan’s prison house, the prison door is open, what are you still doing there? (Acts 5:19-25; 12:6-12; 16:25-30). Your captivity is over, the chains have fallen off, the shackles have been removed (Isaiah 61:1; Luke 4:18; John 8:32,36; 1 John 3:8-10; Romans 6:18; 8:2,21; 2 Corinthians 3:17). It is your responsibility to stand fast in the liberty wherewith Christ has made you free and refuse to be entangled again with the yoke of bondage (Galatians 5:1,13; 1 Peter 2:16; 1 Corinthians 8:9).

(2) The translated now has an exalted position

We are now in Christ’s Kingdom and we are seated together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus (Ephesians 2:6; 1:3; Psalm 91:14; Isaiah 58:14; 32:16; Habakkuk 3:19; Revelation 3:21). Live in the privilege of your exalted position in Christ. Let the devil know that you know your place, position and power in Christ. Don’t allow him to exploit your ignorance (2 Corinthians 2:11; Hosea 4:6; John 8:32).

(3) Joyful partaking of the inheritance of the saints in the light (Colossians 1:12)

We are not translated into the Kingdom of light for nothing. We become fellow citizens with the saints (Ephesians 2:18-22) and can consequently partake of the inheritance of the saints in the light (Colossians 1:12; Psalm 61:5; 119:111; Acts 20:32; 26:18; 1 Peter 1:4; Ephesians 1:11; Isaiah 54:17). The heritage of the saints is manifold: the word of God (Psalm 119:111), divine preservation from the devil’s attack (Isaiah 54:17), divine provision for every need (Philippians 4:19; Matthew 6:25-33), power and authority to bind and loose (Luke 10:19; Matthew 18:18,19) etc.
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