THINGS THAT ACCOMPANY SALVATION
Hebrews 6:9
Salvation is an experience based on the finished work of Christ at Calvary. Repentance and faith is the way into this salvation experience.

When apostle Peter preached the gospel on the day of Pentecost, he exhorted those who believed with many other words (Acts 2:38-42). Water baptism does not save but it is a direct follow-up to the salvation experience (Matthew 28:18-20; Mark 16:15-20).

There are other things that accompany salvation. We are not saved by them but when we are saved, we are expected to observe them. They are an outcome of the grace of salvation. They are the result of the new life in Christ, the evidence of a changed heart and disposition in life.
For example, the dressing of the sinner follows the fashion of the world (1 Corinthians 7:31). However, after conversion, we dress to please Christ (2 Corinthians 5:15).

GRACIOUS CONDUCT

Hebrews 6:7-9; 1 John 1:6; 2:6; Colossians 2:6; 2 Corinthians 6:1,2,14-18; Ephesians 5:1-13; Matthew 5:14-16; Titus 2:10-14.
There is a close relationship between salvation and works. We are saved by grace through faith. Works have no bearing on this (Ephesians 2:8,9; Romans 3:28).

All works done before genuine salvation are referred to as dead works in the scripture. This is so because such works emanate from the will of man and is a product of the fallen nature. At its very best, it will still be like filthy rags never meeting God’s holy requirement (Hebrews 6:1; 9:14; Proverbs 30:12; Isaiah 64:6; Romans 3:10,23).

However God expects good works to follow our salvation. We are created in Christ Jesus unto good works and this is God’s ordination for us (Ephesians 2:10). It is impossible to show your faith without your works. Faith must have an evidence. Show your faith by your works (James 2:14-26). Faith without good works and corresponding action is dead faith. To claim to be saved and yet to still be walking in craftiness and falsehood is to be a living lie (1 John 1:6; 2:6; Colossians 2:6; 2 Corinthians 6:14-18; Ephesians 5:1-13).

Genuine salvation transforms our life and character. The grace that brings salvation empowers us to deny ungodliness and worldly lusts and enables us to live soberly and righteously in this present world (Titus 2:11-14). Internal grace must have an external outworking. It is “Jesus on the inside, working on the outside”.

The ground that produces vegetables subsequent to receiving rain is accepted and blessed but the one that produces briers and thorns is rejected and cursed (Hebrews 6:7,8). To receive God’s grace and yet to continue with bad conduct invites God’s rejection and curse (1 John 1:6; Romans 6:1,2). It is essentially receiving God’s grace in vain (2 Corinthians 6:1,2; 1 Corinthians 15:10).
Those who are saved are speci9fically enjoined to maintain good works (Titus 3:8). Our good works are to be like shinning light that brings glory to God (Matthew 5:14-16). This is the fruit of repentance (Matthew 3:8,10). Our good works are meant to adorn the gospel (Titus 2:10; 1 Peter 3:3-5).

GODLY COMPORTMENT

Genesis 3:7,21; Exodus 2:15,17-19; Judges 8:24-26,21; Mark 5:15; 1 Corinthians 11:1-16; 1 Timothy 2:9,10; 1 Peter 3:3.
Following the fall, Adam and Eve sewed fig leaves together for a covering. This was the beginning of ungodly dressing. God gave them replacements in the form of coats of skins (Genesis 3:7,21). God did not only show them His disapproval of their dressing, He showed them the godly pattern to follow.

Clothes reveal or hide our identity. Moses a Hebrew was called an Egyptian because he dressed like one (Exodus 2:15,17-19). Ishmaelites were recognized by their golden earrings and the ones on their animals (Judges 8:24-26,21).

The demoniac of Gadara must have been wearing tattered, dirty, revealing and scanty clothing or even completely naked. However following salvation and deliverance, he was properly clothed (Mark 5:15). Salvation makes us to be in our “right mind” and to be properly clothed. A married woman dressing like a public prostitute is not in her right mind!
Godly comportment is meant to cover nakedness so that we don’t constitute a temptation to the opposite sex. Transparent or revealing (see-through) clothes do not befit the believer.

Godly clothing is modest, neat, appropriate to the occasion, suitable for the climate, agreeable to the culture and in accordance with the demands of scripture. There is a way to dress for school or work. There are sports wear as well as casual clothes around the house.

A banker’s work clothes is still suitable for other occasions but a miner’s work clothes are only good for the mines. A farmer on his way to the farm will dress differently from when he is on his way to the church. This is no hypocrisy. This is dressing to suit the occasion. However, whether at work or at home, basic biblical principles should still be observed in Christian dressing.
Men’s hair is meant to be low and should not be covered in worship. Women’s hair is allowed to be long and must be covered in worship (1 Corinthians 11:1-16). Strange garments, ornaments and earrings are not part of Christian dressing (1 Timothy 2:9,10; 1 Peter 3:3).
GOOD CONSCIENCE

Genesis 20:1-18; Luke 19:1-10; Acts 24:16; Exodus 22:1-15; Leviticus 6:1-5; Numbers 5:5-8; Deuteronomy 22:1-3; Ezekiel 33:14-16; 2 Chronicles 19:1-4.
Salvation enables us to settle our account with God and right our wrongs with our fellow men. True repentance will be followed by restitution – making amends for sins committed, restoring stolen goods, apologizing for unfair criticism, repairing damages caused by misrepresentation and blackmail, etc. Abimelech’s and Zacchaeus’ cases are biblical examples (Genesis 20:1-18; Luke 19:1-10).

Restitution is an indication of a changed life and is a requirement of both testaments (Acts 24:16; Exodus 22:1-15; Leviticus 6:1-5; Numbers 5:5-8; Deuteronomy 22:1-3; Ezekiel 33:14-16). Jehoshaphat the king of Judah made restitution (2 Chronicles 19:1-4).
