THE STRAIT GATE AND THE NARROW WAY

Matthew 7:13,14

Life is full of alternatives as well as opposites. There is darkness and light, yes and no, right and wrong, righteousness and sin, truth and falsehood, etc. Most of these things are mutually exclusive in which case we have got to make choices. We can’t eat our cake and have it kind of situation.

In the spiritual life, things are no different. We have to make choices. There are two gates that lead to two different lifestyles and end up in two different destinations. The decisions we make will ultimately determine our eternal destiny.

The Bible describes the two gates – strait and wide, the two ways – narrow and broad, the two results – life and destruction. Every man has got to make a choice. However God in His kindness and wisdom has counselled us which to choose (Matthew 7:13).

TWO DOORWAYS

Matthew 7:13,14; 1 Samuel 12:23; Jeremiah 6:16; 42:3; Luke 1:79; Proverbs 2:11-15; Deuteronomy 30:1,15,19.

Eternity is a certainty for every living soul. However there are two separate routes to this eternity and the two routes lead to two different destinations – one a blissful eternity with God in heaven, the other a Christless eternity with the devil in hell.

“For WIDE is the GATE, and BROAD is the WAY, that leadeth to DESTRUCTION, and MANY there be which go in thereat” (Matthew 7:13).

“STRAIT is the GATE, and NARROW is the WAY, which leadeth unto LIFE, and FEW there be that find it” (Matthew 7:14).

A close examination of these two verses reveal some important things:

(1) There are two gates and two ways and they are different in nature.

(2) The nature of each gate is consistent with the nature of each way.

The WIDE gate goes with the BROAD way and the STRAIT gate goes with the NARROW way. It is not possible to have a WIDE gate and a NARROW way or to have a STRAIT gate and a BROAD way.
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(3) The two doorways to eternity lead to two different eternities – one is destruction in hell fire, the other life in heaven.

(4) The wide gate and the broad way admit more and MANY go in thereat. The strait gate and narrow way is restrictive and FEW find it.

TWO DECISIONS

Matthew 7:13,14; Deuteronomy 30:1,15,19; Proverbs 12:15; Joshua 24:15; 1 Kings 18:21; Exodus 32:25; Luke 13:24.

No man can utilize the two doorways simultaneously. We either go through one and forfeit the other or vice versa. This necessitates us making a decision.

The decision we make will determine the doorway that we take and that will determine the destination that we arrive at.

MANY people make the decision to enter at the WIDE gate and take the BROAD way because:

(1) The WIDE gate can accommodate anybody no matter his size or shape

It does not matter the number of sinful loads you carry on your back, no matter how much you swell up, the wide gate can allow you to pass. What loads do you have attached to your person – lying, fornication, adultery, witchcraft, hatred, murders, etc. (Galatians 5:19-21; 1 Corinthians 6:9-11; 10:6-11; Colossians 3:5-9).

(2) The BROAD way can allow any rough driving and crooked maneuverings

When the road is broad, you don’t have to be as careful. You have a big margin of safety, so you can drive without paying too much attention. If you drive on a very narrow road, you will be very careful so that you don’t fall into the ditch.

You can block part of the road for worldly party and still have enough space for passage. Homosexuals, lesbians, adulterers, fornicators, prostitutes are all welcome on this broad way.

(3) There is no correction, no discipline on the broad way

You can do as you like on the broad way. There are no restrictions, there is no correction, no discipline on the broad way.

FEW people make the decision to enter at the STRAIT gate and take the NARROW way because:

(1) The STRAIT gate cannot accommodate just anybody

With the works of the flesh – adultery, lying, smoking, etc. You cannot squeeze yourself through the strait gate. You have to repent and forsake all these in order to be able to enter through the strait gate.

(2) The NARROW way demands utmost attention and concentration as well as discipline

Most people like a life of ungodly “liberty” where there is no control. Discipline is too much a cross to bear. To put the flesh under subjection is too difficult a duty (Colossians 3:1-9; Job 31:1,2; 1 Corinthians 9:24-27). There are guidelines concerning sex – only allowed in a proper marriage. There are regulations concerning speech – only edifying words and truth are allowed (Colossians 4:5,6).

Even in making decision, God has also aided us by giving us the best counsel: “Enter ye in at the strait gate” (Matthew 7:13). This is God’s counsel and He also gave the reason behind the counsel. God has our best interests at heart and for this reason He always gives us the best counsel (Deuteronomy 30:1,15,19). God will not force us to take His counsel. However taking divine counsel enables us to make wise decisions in life.

TWO DESTINATIONS

Matthew 7:13,14; Revelation 21:3-8; Psalm 9:17; 7:11; Galatians 5:19-21; 1 Corinthians 6:9-11; John 3:16-18; Daniel 12:2

The two doorways lead to two different destinations – heaven and hell -- and two different results – life and destruction. Heaven and hell are real (Daniel 12:2).

The wicked who enter through the wide gate and travel on the broad way shall be turned into hell and all the nations that forget God (Psalm 9:17; 7:11). Liars, fornicators, adulterers, idolaters, etc. shall be turned into hell (Revelation 21:8; Galatians 5:19-21; 1 Corinthians 6:9-11).

The righteous who enter through the strait gate and travel on the narrow road will inherit eternal life and spend eternity with God (John 3:16-18; Revelation 21:3-7).

