THE ONLY SAVIOUR

John 4:42

There are so many religions in the world all vying for people’s attention and all promising one thing or the other. Religion is essentially man reaching out to God and offering all sorts of things in the bid to please God. However, God has already reached down unto man. He has implemented a scheme whereby man can be saved from sin in order to serve God acceptably in holiness and righteousness (Luke 1:74,75).

However lost man is trying to establish his own kind of righteousness than will amount to no more than filthy rags before God (Isaiah 64:6; Romans 9:30,31; 10:1-4).

There is no need to be lost in the jungle of religion, Christ is THE WAY. There is no need to be dead in sins and trespasses, Christ is THE RESURRECTION and THE LIFE. He came to seek and save that which is lost (Luke 19:10). Join the ancient Samaritans in proclaiming the truth: “And said unto the woman, Now we believe, not because of thy saying: for we have heard Him ourselves, AND KNOW THAT THIS IS INDEED THE CHRIST, THE SAVIOUR OF THE WORLD” (John 4:42).

UNIQUENESS OF THE SAVIOUR

Hebrews 4:14,15; 7:24-27; 1:1,2; 2:9; John 14:30; 8:46; Matthew 5:21,22,27-44; Galatians 1:4; Romans 5:6-8; Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:18-21; Luke 1:26-38.

Many religious leaders have come and gone but Jesus remains unique as the Saviour of the world. Many of these religious leaders propound religious ideals that are not attainable, grand philosophies that look practicable but offer the soul no solution to the problem of sin.

Christ as the Saviour of the world is unique in many respects:

(1) The circumstances of His birth is unique

He was born not as a result of the union between man and woman but by the overshadowing of the Holy Ghost upon Mary. Born of a virgin, not sharing the corrupt nature of man, He was unique (Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:18-21; Luke 1:26-38).

(2) The circumstances of His death is unique

He was crucified at the crossroads of the world and at the melting point of history. The inscription upon His head was written in Hebrew (for the Jews), in Latin (for the ruling power that be, the Romans), and in Greek (for the whole world and the market place).

He died in place of a criminal (Barabbas) (John 18:39,40) and for criminals (you and me) (Romans 5:6-8). He tasted death for EVERYMAN (Hebrews 2:9). He died for US (Galatians 1:4).

(3) The reality of His resurrection is unique

Many religious leaders have come and gone. Their bones lie silent in the graves. Jesus is alive. He lives! He rose from the dead! In that He is alive, He has power to make good His covenant and fulfil His promises. Our Saviour lives and is therefore able to save to the uttermost (Hebrews 7:24,25).

(4) The uniqueness of His appointment

There have been self-appointed, men-appointed, devil-inspired Messiahs. Jesus was divinely appointed and commissioned. The uniqueness of His choice is a biblical theme. He is THE Son of God in no way that others are sons of God (Matthew 3:17; 27:54; Mark 15:39). He is THE messenger of God in no way that others are messengers of God (Hebrews 1:1,2). He is THE prophet of God in no way that others are prophets of God (Deuteronomy 18:15,18; Luke 7:16; John 6:14; 7:40; Acts 3:22-26). God has spoken by Him and He has the final say (Hebrews 1:1,2; Matthew 17:5; 5:21,22,27-44). He is greater than Moses, Joshua, Aaron, Abraham and the prophets (Matthew 12:6,41,42). He is God in no way that we are gods (John 10:33-36).

(5) The uniqueness of His life

He was tempted like all of us YET WITHOUT SIN (Hebrews 4:14,15). He was separate from sinners, holy, undefiled (Hebrews 7:26,27; John 14:30). No man could convince or convict Him of sin (John 8:46).

UNIVERSALITY OF HIS SACRIFICE

1 Corinthians 5:7; Ephesians 5:2; Romans 10:12; 5:6-8; Acts 10:34,43; 1:8; John 3:16; 4:14,42; 7:37; 1 John 2:2; 5:1; Hebrews 2:9; 1 Timothy 2:4; 2 Peter 3:9; Mark 16:15; Matthew 28:19; 22:9; 11:28-30; Luke 24:46,47; 12:8; Isaiah 45:22; 55:1; Revelation 22:7.

The passover was limited to the Jews but Christ was crucified for the whole world for the scripture declares “For even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us” (1 Corinthians 5:7).

It is important to note that this passage was written to the Corinthian believers – Gentiles by birth! 

“And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath GIVEN HIMSELF FOR US FOR AN OFFERING AND A SACRIFICE TO GOD FOR A SWEETSMELLING SAVOUR” (Ephesians 5:2).

This passage was directed to the Ephesian christians: Gentiles by birth as well! God definitely is no respecter of persons (Acts 10:34). “For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over ALL is rich unto ALL that call upon Him” (Romans 10:12).

God’s love was for the WORLD and Christ is the propitiation for the sins of the WHOLE WORLD (John 3:16; 1 John 2:2). Christ tasted death for EVERYMAN (Hebrews 2:9). He desires that ALL will be saved (1 Timothy 2:4; 2 Peter 3:9). The gospel is to be preached AMONG ALL NATIONS and to EVERY CREATURE (Mark 16:15; Matthew 28:19; Luke 24:46,47; Acts 1:8).

God’s call to salvation is universal. The invitation is to ALL (Isaiah 45:22; 55:1; Matthew 22:9; 11:28-30; John 7:37; Romans 10:12; 1 Timothy 2:4; 2 Peter 3:9; Revelation 22:7). Whosoever will can be saved (Luke 12:8; John 4:14; Acts 10:34,43; 1 John 5:1; Revelation 22:7). Christ is not just the Saviour of the Jews but the Saviour of the WHOLE WORLD (John 4:42; 1 John 2:2).

The sacrifice of Christ at calvary is UNIVERSAL and it cuts across the boundaries of race, colour, gender, age, education etc. He is the Saviour of the world in general and of whosoever in particular that will respond to the offer of salvation in faith. 

UNION WITH THE SAVIOUR

2 Corinthians 5:21; 1 Corinthians 1:30; Philippians 3:9; Psalm 32:1-5; 51:1-7; Romans 4:3-8,11,13; 10:4; 9:30,31; Galatians 2:20.

Though Christ is the Saviour of the world (John 4:42; 1 John 2:2), there is still the necessity of individual response to His offer of salvation.

Salvation comes through union with Christ the Saviour. In this union, our debts and liabilities are merged as it were with His credits and assets. Since His assets (righteousness) far exceeds our liabilities (sin), He wipes away our sin/debt and we become “the righteousness of God in Him” (2 Corinthians 5:21). We receive wonderful, matchless grace that is greater than all our sins as the hymn writer puts it. Christ’s righteousness is imputed unto us (1 Corinthians 1:30; Philippians 3:9). Our sins are forgiven, our transgressions are blotted out and our iniquity is not imputed unto us (Psalm 32:1-5; 51:1-7; Romans 4:6-8).

We then become branches in the vine and start to receive supply and life from the Vine (John 15:1-8) and are given the strength to live as God intends (Galatians 2:20).
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