THE ONLY REMEDY

John 3:14,15

God has established a spiritual law that the soul that sins shall die (Genesis 2:16,17; Ezekiel 18:4; 33:9; Romans 5:12-21). However he has also provided a remedy for the repentant who will rather live than die.

Israel sinned and death followed as they were bitten by fiery serpents (Numbers 21:4-9). Even today, the wages of sin is still death but the gift of God is eternal life through the Blessed Saviour who died on the cross of calvary for us (Romans 6:23). Look and live! God has no pleasure in the death and ruin of the sinner. God’s ancient question to Israel and which is still relevant to us is “why will ye die, O house of Israel?” (Ezekiel 33:11).

There is no reason to die and perish. God has a remedy. If you will accept God’s remedy, you will look by faith and live. If you reject the remedy, there is no provision for an alternative. The only outcome is death and eternal peril. Jesus is the only remedy that God has provided as a solution to the problem of sin. To reject or neglect the remedy is to be lost forever and to perish eternally.

SHADOW OF THE BRAZEN SERPENT

Numbers 21:4-9; Genesis 3:16-19; 4:10-14; Joshua 7:1,20-26; Numbers 25:1-9; Deuteronomy 17:2-5,12; 1 Samuel 15:22-26; Romans 6:23; Luke 13:3-5.

The children of Israel spoke against God and against God’s servant (Numbers 21:5; Deuteronomy 17:12). In essence they sinned! Sin always invites God’s judgement as it did for Adam, Cain and others (Genesis 3:16-19; 4:10-14; Joshua 7:1,20-26; Numbers 25:1-9; Deuteronomy 17:2-5,12; 1 Samuel 15:22-26; Romans 6:23; Luke 13:3-5).

God sent fiery serpents among the people and many died as a result of the serpent bites (Numbers 21:6). Israel repented of their sins, confessed the sins, asked for forgiveness and desired Moses to pray for God’s intervention (Numbers 21:7). Moses prayed and God gave them a remedy. Moses was told to make a brazen serpent and hang it upon a pole so that whosoever has been bitten by any of the fiery serpents can look upon the brazen serpent and live (Numbers 21:8,9).

God’s ways are not always man’s ways. His ways and thoughts are higher, nobler, better, wiser, clearer than ours (Isaiah 55:8,9). The children of Israel had requested that Moses “pray unto the Lord, that He take away the serpents from us” (Numbers 21:7). However God did not take away the serpents from them but rather gave them a solution to the problem (Numbers 21:8,9). The serpents were still biting the rebellious but there was mercy for the repentant.

SUBSTANCE OF THE BLESSED SAVIOUR

Numbers 21:4-9; John 3:14,15; Hebrews 10:1; 8:5; 9:9,11,24; Colossians 2:17; Galatians 3:23-25; Luke 24:26,46; Acts 3:18; 17:3.

“And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up” (John 3:14).

The brazen serpent that Moses lifted up in the wilderness is clearly a type of Christ bearing the sins and sicknesses of all men (Numbers 21:4-9; John 3:14,15; Matthew 8:17; 1 Peter 2:24; Isaiah 53).

Christ’s death on the cross was a fulfilment of prophecy and it was in order that He might be the substance of the shadow which is brazen serpent (Luke 24:26,46; Acts 3:18; 17:3).

The brazen serpent is a SHADOW of which Christ is the SUBSTANCE. The brazen serpent is a REFLECTION of which Christ is the REALITY. The brazen serpent was a shadow of good things to come (Hebrews 10:1; 8:5; 9:9,11,24; Colossians 2:17).

We no longer need the shadow of the brazen serpent now that we have the substance of the blessed Saviour (Galatians 3:23-25). Consider the following similarities between the shadow and the substance, the reflection and the reality:

(1) The brazen serpent was lifted up on a pole; and Christ was lifted up on a cross (Numbers 21:7-9; John 3:14; 8:28; 12:32-34; 1 Peter 2:24; Matthew 27:40-42; Mark 15:30-32; Philippians 2:8).

(2) As Israelites who looked on the serpent continued to live, so those who truly look to Christ will live eternally (Numbers 21:7-9; John 3:14; Hebrews 9:28).

(3) God provided no other remedy for the Israelites at this time; so Christ is the only remedy for those who desire salvation from sin (Numbers 21:7-9; John 3:14; Acts 3:16; 4:12; Romans 10:9-10).

(4) As Israelites had to have faith in the brazen-serpent remedy for their sin and sickness, so men today must have faith in Christ (Numbers 21:7-9; John 3:14; Ephesians 2:8-9; Hebrews2:9).

(5) As God’s power was the invisible force in the brazen-serpent remedy, so it is with salvation through Christ (Numbers 21:7-9; John 3:14; Matthew 1:21; Romans 1:16; Colossians 2:12-13).

(6) As the serpent on the pole brought peace and reconciliation with God, so Christ on the cross brought peace and reconciliation with Him (Numbers 21:7-9; John 3:14; Colossians 1:20).

(7) As confession of sin and prayer were necessary for Israel to receive the benefits of the brazen-serpent remedy, so they are necessary to obtain the benefits of Christ and the cross (Numbers 21:7-9; John 3:14; Romans 10:9-10; 1 John 1:9; Proverbs 28:13; Isaiah 55:6-7).

(8) The sick of Israel received healing by looking on the brazen serpent, others have received healing by looking to Christ (Numbers 21:7-9; John 3:14; 1 Peter 2:24; Isaiah 53).

(9) As God did not remove the fiery serpents from the encampment of Israel, so also God will not remove the devil and sin from the world (Numbers 21:7-9; John 3:14,15; 1 John 3:8).

(10) The Israelites could not provide a solution to their problem, God had to help them, so also we cannot save ourselves, we have no solution to the problem of sin. Only God can provide the needed solution and He has! (Numbers 21:7-9; John 3:14-15; Genesis 3:21).

SALVATION FOR BATTERED SOULS

Numbers 21:4-9; John 3:14,15; 8:28; 12:32-34; Hebrews 9:28; 2:9; Matthew 11:28-30; Romans 10:11-13; Acts 16:30,31; 1 Timothy 2:4; 2 Peter 3:9; Revelation 22:17.

“That whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have eternal life” (John 3:15).

Just as the fiery serpents were biting the rebellious Israelites, so also the old serpent, the devil is still biting, devouring, destroying the sinful today (Revelation 12:3-12; 20:3; John 10:10,12; 1 Peter 5:8; Matthew 13:4,19; Psalm 91:3).

However just as God provided the remedy of the brazen serpent for the repentant, so also God has provided the remedy of Christ for those who look to Him for salvation. “Look and live” is the message! (Numbers 21:7-9; John 3:14-15; Hebrews 9:28).

To reject the remedy is to die from the serpent bite. To refuse to look is the way of destruction. To desire another solution or an alternative remedy is to miss the opportunity of redemption and preservation.

Have you been bitten by that old serpent? Look to Christ and live! Has your soul been bruised and battered by that old deceiver and thief (yea, robber!) and you have been left half dead? (John 10:10; Luke 10:30). Look to Christ and live!

All the bitten Israelites were bidden to look on the brazen serpent and live. All those defiled by sin and held captive by the old serpent are bidden to look on Christ and live! The scripture says “whosoever believeth”! There is no exception, all can be saved. ALL are invited and all will be saved if they will look (Numbers 21:4-9; Matthew 11:28-30; Romans 10:11-13; Acts 16:30,31; 1 Timothy 2:4; 2 Peter 3:9; Revelation 22:17). Christ tasted death for EVERYMAN (Hebrews 2:9).
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