THE ONLY PEACEMAKER

There is a kind of artificial, ephemeral “peace” that the world gives. This is a sham and is totally different from the real and true peace which Christ gives (John 14:27).

The world only knows peace when war ceases and defines quiet as the absence of noise. However the peace that Christ gives is peace inspite of problems, war and tumult, it is quiet inspite of the noise and din of the world. It is peace that passes all human understanding. It is peace because of reconciliation with God, peace resulting from the forgiveness of sins, peace because we have been justified by faith and our guilt taken away.

Our souls will never find true rest until they rest in Christ. We will never know true peace until Christ becomes our peace and the peacemaker between God and us.

REALITY OF THE BROKEN PEACE

Colossians 1:21; 3:6; Isaiah 59:1,2; James 4:4; Romans 8:1,7; 5:1,10; 1:18; 2:5,8; 5:9; 9:21,22; Isaiah 57:19-21; 48:22; Psalm 7:11; 9:17; Ephesians 2:1-3; 5:6; John 3:36; Matthew 3:7.

The revelation of the scripture is that there is enmity between God and man (Romans 5:10). This enmity is as a result of man’s sin and wickedness (Colossians 1:21; Isaiah 59:1,2; James 4:4; Romans 8:7).

Man is alienated and separated from God. God has declared that there is no peace to the wicked (Isaiah 57:19-21; 48:22). Since man is wicked and every imagination of his heart is evil continually, man can know no peace (Genesis 6:5; Jeremiah 17:9,10; Colossians 1:21).

Man knows no peace within himself – it’s only tumult, guilt, conviction of conscience and he knows no peace in his relationship with God. God can never sanction disobedience, rebellion and sin. As long as man abides in sin, the wrath of God rather than the mercy and peace of God will continue to abide upon the children of disobedience (Ephesians 2:1-3; 5:6; Colossians 3:6; Romans 1:18; 2:5,8; 5:9; 8:1; 9:21,22; John 3:36; Matthew 3:7).

The scripture emphatically and uncompromisingly declares that “God is angry with the wicked EVERY DAY” (Psalm 7:11). After man has forfeited the enjoyment of peace in the world, then he will suffer eternally in hell: “The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that forget God” (Psalm 9:17).

Look in any direction and you are confronted with the reality of the broken peace.

RECONCILIATION THROUGH OUR BLESSED PEACEMAKER

Ephesians 2:14-17; 6:15; Romans 5:1,10; 8:1; 10:15; Colossians 1:20-22; Acts 10:38; 2 Corinthians 5:18-21.

Christ is our peace as well as our peacemaker: “For He is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us … so making peace; and that He might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby” (Ephesians 2:14-16).

The gospel is the “gospel of peace” (Romans 10:15; Ephesians 6:15) and Christ has already preached this gospel of peace to the near and the far (Ephesians 2:17) and the church still preaches peace by Jesus Christ today (Acts 10:38).

God is the God of peace (Romans 15:33; 16:20; 1 Thessalonians 5:23; Hebrews 13:20) and He is the author of peace (1 Corinthians 14:33; Colossians 3:15). The devil has never invented anything but confusion, rebellion and trouble. God is never the author of confusion and for the reason the God of peace will bruise the devil the author of confusion under our feet. This is why Christ came to destroy all the works of the devil (1 Corinthians 14:33; Romans 16:20; 1 John 3:8).

The God of peace loves to bestow His peace upon humanity as Paul’s opening phrase in almost all of his epistles show (Romans 1:7; 1 Corinthians 1:3; 2 Corinthians 1:2; Galatians 1:3; Ephesians 1:2; Philippians 1:2; 1 Thessalonians 1:1; 2 Thessalonians 1:2; 1 Timothy 1:2; 2 Timothy 1:2; Titus 1:4; Philemon 3) and what prayer can be greater than this: “The Lord of peace Himself give you peace” (2 Thessalonians 3:16). 

Man no longer needs to be at loggerheads with God, alienated from the life and peace of God by wicked works, suffering the guilt of sin and condemnation.

We can only have peace with God THROUGH CHRIST (Romans 5:1). There is no other way. He is our peace and the ONLY peacemaker between God and man. The peace is through HIS DEATH and the BLOOD OF HIS CROSS (Colossians 1:20; Romans 5:10). Peace with God and reconciliation with God and restoration to favour and friendship with God is only through the cross.

RECEPTION OF THE BLESSED PROVISION

Romans 5:1,6-8,10; 10:9-13; Colossians 1:20; Galatians 1:4; Hebrews 2:9; Ephesians 2:14-17; 2 Corinthians 5:18-21; John 3:18,36.

The blessed provision for our reconciliation has been made through the death and the blood of Christ’s cross (Romans 5:10; Colossians 1:20).

Christ has already died in our place and for us (Romans 5:6-8; Galatians 1:4; Hebrews 2:9). He is our peace and our peacemaker. God has accepted His reconciliatory ministry and role for God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself (Ephesians 2:14-17; 2 Corinthians 5:18-21).

However we have to come by faith, put our trust in Christ’s work on the cross, accept the provision for our justification. We come in repentance and faith confessing Christ indeed as our ONLY peacemaker. Out of the justification by faith will flow peace with God (Romans 5:1; 10:9-13). Guilt and condemnation will be gone and we will know true peace (Romans 8:1). The offer is real, free and full. Draw near today and enjoy the peace of God that passes all understanding.
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