THE ONLY MEDIATOR

1 Timothy 2:5,6

Eli’s question to his sinful sons rings loud and clear: “If one man sin against another, the judge shall judge him: but if a man sin against the Lord, who shall intreat for him?” (1 Samuel 2:25).

What an important question of eternal dimension! ALL of us have sinned against God and have come shot of His glory. We have missed the mark (Romans 3:10,23). Who shall intreat for us and mediate for us in the presence of an offended God whose wrath is to be revealed upon us the children of disobedience? (Ephesians 2:1-3; 5:6; Colossians 3:6; Romans 1:18; 2:5-8; 5:9; 9:22).

Many people have come and have given false hopes. They have promised to show us the way back to God. They have asserted that they can mediate between God and us. However Christ declared that “All that ever came before me are thieves and robbers: but the sheep did not hear them” (John 10:8). We should be grateful to God that He came to seek and save us (Luke 19:10). The scripture declares emphatically without any apologies that “For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus” (1 Timothy 2:5). There is no other mediator. He is the ONLY mediator. We either accept His mediatorial role or we are lost forever.

REBELLION OF MAN

Colossians 1:21; Isaiah 59:1,2; 53:1; Genesis 2:16,17; 3:6,17-24; Romans 1:21-32; 10:16,21; Galatians 5:19-21; 1 Corinthians 6:9,10; 2 Timothy 3:1-9; Malachi 3:7; Jeremiah 6:16,17; 7:23-31; Ezekiel 33:11; Zechariah 7:9-14; John 12:37-40.

The total testimony of the scripture is that man is alienated and estranged from God because of his rebellion and wicked works (Colossians 1:21; Isaiah 59:1,2).

From the bare-faced disobedience of Adam the first man (Genesis 2:16,17; 3:6,17-24) to the contemporary rebellion and arrogance of man towards God (Romans 1:21-32; Exodus 5:2; Isaiah 37:10-13), man’s history has been one of total separation from God, deliberate disregard of God’s authority, passive and active involvement in immorality, designing evil and passing policies and edicts to sanction it etc. The list of man’s sins is long: fornication, adultery, covetousness, murder, lying, hatred, stealing, idolatry, devil worship, homosexuality, drunkenness, ingratitude, etc. (Galatians 5:19-21; 1 Corinthians 6:9,10; Romans 1:29-32; 2 Timothy 3:1-9).

God’s loving call to repentance has been spurned, challenged, questioned, disregarded as a continuation of man’s rebellion (Malachi 3:7; Jeremiah 6:16,17; 7:23-31; Ezekiel 33:11; Zechariah 7:9-14; Isaiah 53:1; John 12:37-40; Romans 10:16,21).

REASONS FOR MEDIATION

Colossians 1:21; Isaiah 59:1,2; 1 Timothy 2:5; Acts 4:12; Hebrews 8:6; 9:12-15; 12:24; 1 Samuel 2:25.

Man is alienated from God by wicked works. Man has no standing before God. Our iniquities have separated us from God and our sins have hid His face from us (Colossians 1:21; Isaiah 59:1,2). Man needed someone to intreat God and mediate for him (1 Samuel 2:25).

Man needed a representative to plead his case before God, a middle man to mediate, a bridge builder to build a bridge between God and man, a reconciler who will break down the middle wall of partition between God and man (1 Timothy 2:5; Colossians 1:20-22; Ephesians 2:12-19).

Just as the high priest in the Old Testament was the only person who could mediate effectively for Israel at the mercy seat in the holy of holies, Christ is the only person who could mediate for us through calvary and at the throne of God (1 Timothy 2:5; Hebrews 9:24-28).

RANSOM AND MEDIATOR

Leviticus 19:20; Job 33:20; 36:18; Psalm 49:7; Matthew 20:28; Mark 10:45; 1 Timothy 2:6; Hebrews 8:6; 9:12-15; 12:24; Jeremiah 31:11; Hosea 13:14; Isaiah 35:10; 51:10.

A ransom is the price paid for the redemption of a slave (Leviticus 19:20; Job 33:20; 36:18; Psalm 49:7). We were servants of sin and slaves to the devil (John 8:44; 1 John 3:8,12; Romans 6:16-23; 2 Peter 2:19). Jesus gave His life a ransom for us. This is the redemptive price He paid on the cross for our salvation (Matthew 20:28; Mark 10:45; 1 Timothy 2:6). God through Christ has now ransomed us from the hand of the devil and sin that is stronger than us (Jeremiah 31:11; Hosea 13:14; Romans 7:14-25; 8:1). We are now the ransomed of the Lord (Isaiah 35:10; 51:10).

A mediator is one who brings about friendly relations between two or more estranged people. He is a middleman, a fence mender, a bridge builder, a bridge. Mediator (Greek: Mesites) is used four times in the New Testament regarding Jesus (1 Timothy 2:5; Hebrews 8:6; 9:15; 12:24). He is the only mediator, the only bridge and bridge builder between God and man.

Christ is both the bridge and bridge builder, the ransom and the mediator, the sacrifice as well as the mediating priest.

REDEMPTION THROUGH MEDIATION

1 Timothy 2:5,6; Hebrews 8:6; 9:12-15; 12:24; Matthew 20:28; Mark 10:45; 1 Corinthians 5:7; Ephesians 5:2; Colossians 1:13,14; 

Christ has obtained eternal redemption FOR US (Hebrews 9:12). “And for this cause He is the MEDIATOR of the new testament, that by means of death, for the REDEMPTION of the transgressions that were under the first testament …” (Hebrews 9:15).

Now that Christ our passover has been sacrificed for us, there is no need to remain in Egypt any longer. Slavery to the Egyptian taskmaster (the devil) has come to an end, the burden of sin and the load of iniquity need not be borne any more. We can journey on into freedom (1 Corinthians 5:7; Ephesians 5:2; Exodus 12:1-14,41-51).

Christ is the only mediator between God and man and redemption has come to us through His mediation. We are now accepted in the beloved. The ransom has been paid, our redemption from the slave market of sin has been accomplished and we have been consequently translated into the kingdom of God’s dear Son (Colossians 1:13,14).
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