THE ONLY FOUNDATION

1 Corinthians 3:11

We live in a world of conflicting voices, opinions and ideas about religion. Religious books litter the whole place each with its own claim. However we have a more sure word of prophecy – the Bible (2 Peter 1:19). This is God’s own word.

The foundation is the most important in the erecting of any structure. Every other labour is worthless without a solid foundation (Psalm 11:3).

Christ is the only true foundation for faith. Salvation is in no other name (Acts 4:11,12). He is the foundation of all relationship with God and His person is the foundation of all life. He is the way, the truth and the life. He is the only way to the Father. No other way exists. He is the only truth that can show man how to live, all others are falsehoods, lies and poisons in disguise. He is the life that spiritually dead man desperately needs, all others are death packaged in attractive covers.

He is the only foundation for a strong, abiding and glorious faith that pleases God, enjoys God’s best, inherits eternal life and has the hope of an eternity with God.

ESSENTIAL PRINCIPLES FOR FIRM FOUNDATION

Psalm 11:3; 102:25; 1 Corinthians 3:11; Isaiah 28:16; Matthew 7:24-27; Luke 6:48,49; Ezra 3:10-12.

There are basic considerations to be made in determining how a foundation should be raised:

(1) The type of soil

Marshy soil needs piling whereas a rocky place does not need so deep a foundation for the rock is foundation itself.

(2) The weight to be supported

The foundation for a pedestrian bridge serving a village cannot be compared with the foundation for a bridge serving oil tankers and haulage vehicles.

(3) The time scale envisaged

Some foundations are good enough for a few years or decades yet others can last for centuries like that of the Roman Coliseum.

ERRONEOUS PILLARS AND FALSE FOUNDATIONS

Acts 4:11,12; 10:1-6; Hebrews 9:12-22; Romans 3:28; Luke 7:4-6; 18:9-14; 10:38-42; Mark 10:17-24; Isaiah 64:6; Micah 6:6-8; Ezekiel 18:4,19,20.

There are many people who are erecting false foundations for their faith and the supporting pillars upon which their religion is resting will crumble because they are erroneous. Below are highlighted a few such false foundations:

(1) Keeping of the Old Testament Law (Acts 4:11,12; Hebrews 9:12-22; Romans 3:28)
We no longer need the rod of Moses, we have the name of Jesus. We no longer need the blood of goats and bulls, the blood of Christ has been shed for us. The Old Covenant has been abolished. Justification is by faith in Christ alone without the deeds of the Law.

(2) Mere church membership and religious accomplishments (Luke 7:4-6; Acts 10:1-6)

Judas was a member of Christ’s group but still went to hell. “If any man is in Christ (not in a church), He is a new creature.” Church membership does not save. Donating money to a church for a church building etc. does not save.

(3) Church ceremonies and ordinances (Luke 18:9-14; Mark 10:17-24)
Confirmation, water baptism, the Lord’s supper, catechism are all church activities and ordinances but they don’t save. They may have their places in the spiritual life but of themselves cannot save.

(4) Personal morality and philantrophy (Isaiah 64:6; Micah 6:6-8; Luke 18:9-14)
(5) Charitable work (Luke 10:38-42)
(6) Heredity (Ezekiel 18:4,19,20)
EXCLUSIVE PERSON FOR FAITH’S FOUNDATION

1 Corinthians 3:11; Acts 4:11,12; Isaiah 28:16; 1 Peter 2:6; Ephesians 2:20; Matthew 16:18; John 14:6; 15:5; 6:68; 8:24; Matthew 21:42.

Christ is the exclusive and sufficient foundation for a lasting faith. To reject Him is to have no other alternative (John 6:68). To abandon the salvation that Christ offers is to die in sin (John 8:24). Christ is the only exclusive foundation for a true faith for the following reasons:

(1) The type of spiritual soil necessitates Christ as the only reasonable foundation

We are planted in the miry clay of sin and degradation. This type of soil calls for a well piled, strong foundation if the spiritual structure to be reared upon it is not to collapse. Only Christ can deal effectively with the problem of human sin.

(2) The weight to be supported can only have Christ as the foundation without ruin

The weight of the church – God’s redeemed people – is to be supported by the foundation. There is always a limit to the expansion and increased weight that any normal foundation can bear. Not so Christ. He is not a normal foundation. The church is an ever-expanding spiritual organism. Any other foundation would have collapsed but Christ is strong and sufficient to bear the increasing weight and burden.

(3) The time scale envisaged can only be accomplished by Christ

Eternity is the time scale envisaged here. Only in Christ can we have an eternal foundation. Other foundations can only last the lifespans of their prophets or proponents. Only the foundation reared in Christ has the capacity to be eternal. 

(4) No other foundation is permitted by God

The foundation has not been placed there by any human hands, but lies there by God’s eternal will. No one can come to the Father except through Christ.

(5) No other foundation is needed by man

Christ is a tried, precious corner stone, a sure foundation sufficient for all man’s need. He is deep and strong enough to support the structure reared upon Him. He is broad and comprehensive enough to underlie the widest, stateliest structure.

(6) No other foundation is possible

Any “other” foundation is not merely “another” but “a different” foundation that is bound to result in spiritual ruin and peril (Galatians 1:1-9). It is dishonouring to God to replace or supplement the eternal foundation by any other.
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