THE NEW CREATURE

2 Corinthians 5:17

“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new” (2 Corinthians 5:17).

Christianity is a transforming change, a radical, total change. Old things disappearing and all things becoming new because of a great inward transformation and re-creation.

There are many people who claim to be born again but whose experiences are far from the Bible standard. Their lives are still dominated by the old, sinful habits. The evidences of conversion are not registered in their lives. To be a new creature is to experience a newness in all departments of our life – a change of heart, a new conduct in holiness, a new compassion and hospitality, a new comportment in humility. Does your experience of the new birth tally with the Bible pattern?

NEW CREATURE IN HEART

2 Corinthians 5:17; John 3:3-5; Ephesians 4:23,24; Romans 10:9,10; Galatians 5:5; Philippians 3:9; Proverbs 4:23.

“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new” (2 Corinthians 5:17).

Jesus refers to this experience as being born again (John 3:3-5). However Nicodemus couldn’t understand how a person can become a new creature, be born again without entering into his mother’s womb the second time and be born (John 3:4). This is still a big dilemma for many in our world today.

Being born again does not change our physical stature or alter our emotional constitution. It affects our heart primarily. Becoming a new creature results from spiritual regeneration of the heart.

The heart is re-created and renewed and the man becomes a new man which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness (Ephesians 4:23,24).

It is with the heart that we believe unto righteousness (Romans 10:9,10) and this righteousness comes by faith (Galatians 5:5; Philippians 3:9).

Since it is from the heart that evil thoughts and sinful actions proceed, God focuses His spiritual work in the life of a man on the heart (Matthew 12:34,35; 15:11,17-20; 1 Samuel 16:7; 1 Kings 8:39,61). The heart is the seat of a man’s life. Out of the heart are the issues of life (Proverbs 4:23). As a man thinks in his heart, so is he (Proverbs 23:7).

NEW CONDUCT IN HOLINESS

2 Corinthians 5:17; Galatians 5:22,23; Ephesians 4:23,24,32; Colossians 3:10-17; Titus 3:8; Titus 2:11,12; 3:5,8; 1 Peter 1:13-18; 2 Peter 1:5-10.

“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new” (2 Corinthians 5:17).

When the heart is changed and renewed, a man’s life will consequently change. The heart is the spring of our life (Proverbs 4:23). To change a man, change his heart.

A changed heart will result in a new conduct in holiness because internal grace will manifest itself in external living.

Just as an unregenerated heart will lead to the external works of the flesh (Matthew 15:17-20; Galatians 5:19-21), a regenerated heart will lead to the possession and manifestation of the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22,23).

Being born again means putting off the old man with his evil deeds – lying, anger, stealing, corrupt communication, bitterness, wrath, malice, fornication, adultery, idolatry, unforgiveness (Ephesians 4:22-31; Galatians 5:19-21; 1 Corinthians 6:9,10; Colossians 3:5-9) and putting on the new man with his holy conduct – tenderness, forgiveness, etc. (Ephesians 4:23,24,32; Colossians 3:10-17; Titus 3:8).

God’s redeeming grace issues out in a new conduct in holiness (Titus 2:11,12; 3:5,8; 1 Peter 1:13-18; 2 Peter 1:5-10).

NEW COMPASSION AND HOSPITALITY

Colossians 3:12-14; Ephesians 4:32; Matthew 5:44-48; James 5:11; 1 Peter 2:17; 3:8,9; Romans 12:13-15,10; 1 John 3:16-18; Hebrews 13:1-3; 1 Timothy 6:18; 2 Corinthians 8:9; 6:10.

The new creature who is the new man is expected to put on bowels of mercies, kindness, charity (Colossians 3:12-14; Ephesians 4:32). We ought to be kind and compassionate like our heavenly Father (Matthew 5:44-48; James 5:11).

God expects us to love the brethren (1 Peter 2:17; 3:8,9). God expects us to be generous, distributing to the necessities of saints and be hospitable (Romans 12:13-15,10; 1 John 3:16-18; Hebrews 13:1-3; 1 Timothy 6:18).

The life of selfishness and self-serving comes to an end and a new life of self-sacrifice for the benefit of others commences. We can choose to be poor that others might be rich. Our losses become other people’s gains (2 Corinthians 8:9; 6:10).

NEW COMPORTMENT IN HIMILITY

1 Peter 5:5,6; 3:3-5; James 4:10; Romans 12:16; 1 Timothy 6:17; 2:9,10; Philippians 2:5-11; 4:5; Ephesians 4:17; Deuteronomy 22:5; 2 Corinthians 5:12,15

The new creature is to be clothed with humility (1 Peter 5:5,6; James 4:10). The former life of pride and arrogance is gone. He is no longer highminded but condescends to men of low estate (Romans 12:16; 1 Timothy 6:17). The same humble mind and disposition that is in Christ now resides in the new creature (Philippians 2:5-11).

Humility in relating with others no matter their educational disadvantage or cultural handicap (Romans 12:16). Moderation, decency, chastity and sobriety in christian dressing and comportment should mark the new life (Philippians 4:5; 1 Timothy 2:9,10; 1 Peter 3:3-5; Deuteronomy 22:5; 2 Corinthians 5:12,15).

We are no longer in competition with the world in our lifestyle, taste, values, priorities etc. We are not motivated by pride and self-promotion in the make of car we ride, the type of house we live in. We seek the glory of God in all that we do (Colossians 3:17). We no longer think and live as other Gentiles who don’t know the Lord (Ephesians 4:17).

