THE DAY OF SALVATION
2 Corinthians 6:1,2; Isaiah 49:8,9

Salvation is the most precious possession that a man can have in this world. It cannot be compared to any other thing (Mark 8:36,37; Matthew 16:26). Eternity is real. Only a fool spends his entire life sweeping the outside of the house when the inside where he will live is extremely dirty. To live for time and forget eternity is to be foolish indeed.
Many live as if they can decide when to be saved. They are waiting for the time when they will be ready. They declare that they are not presently ready. We cannot take God for granted. God is doing us a favour by sending His Son to die for us and thereby provide salvation for us. We are not doing God a favour by getting saved.
God is the one who paid the price. Like the one who pays the piper he therefore dictates the tune. He has categorically declared that NOW is the accepted time and NOW is the day of salvation. We either get saved on His terms or we are lost forever.
THE ACCEPTED TIME

2 Corinthians 6:1,2; Isaiah 49:8,9; 55:6,7; Hebrews 9:27; Luke 16:22-31; 13:23-31; Matthew 13:22; Lamentations 3:27; 2 Timothy 1:5; 3:15; Proverbs 1:24-33.
Salvation is not a common commodity like sand that we can just pick up whenever we need it and wherever we choose. There is a time accepted and there is a day of salvation: “Behold NOW is the accepted time; behold, NOW is the day of salvation” (2 Corinthians 6:2).

(1) NOW that we are alive is the accepted time for salvation

After death, it is impossible to be saved no matter how great our desire or how passionate our plea. At death, salvation is too late (Hebrews 9:27). The rich man wanted to be saved in hell. But it was too late (Luke 16:22-31). To pray “God be merciful to me a sinner” in hell is too late. NOW is the time to call upon the Lord (Luke 18:13).
(2) NOW that we are young is the accepted time for salvation

Before the vicissitudes and turbulence of adult life sets in, before being encumbered with the cares of this life and consequently having no time for God, now is the accepted time for salvation (2 Timothy 2:4; Matthew 13:22). It is good that a man bears the yoke in his youth (Lamentations 3:27). It is beautiful to know the Lord from youth (2 Timothy 1:5; 3:15).

(3) NOW that God is near and can be found is the accepted time for salvation

There is a time that God cannot be found (Isaiah 55:6,7; Proverbs 1:24-33). God deliberately hides Himself from men because they have formerly rejected His invitation and offer of mercy (Psalm 74:11; 85:4-7; Job 23:8,9).

(4) NOW that the door of grace is open is the accepted time for salvation

At death and in judgement, the door of grace is forever closed. Now that the Holy Spirit is compelling you to go in at the door is the time to respond to God’s call to salvation (Luke 13:23-31).

THE ACCEPTABLE TERMS

Psalm 51:1-4; 32:5; 2 Corinthians 7:10; 6:14-18; 6:1-4,6,12; Isaiah 55:6,7; Proverbs 28:13; Mark 1:15; Acts 2:38; 1 John 1:6-9; Galatians 5:19-21; 1 Peter 2:25; Hosea 6:1-3.
Salvation is on God’s acceptable terms. There is no negotiation and there is no compromise. The way to salvation is unmistakable. The terms are very clear:

(1) Repent of YOUR sins

Repentance is a cardinal doctrine of the scriptures (Mark 1:15; Matthew 3:2,8; Luke 13:1-5; Acts 2:38). Repentance is accompanied by genuine confession of sins to God (1 John 1:6-9; Romans 10:8-14; Luke 15:18-24; Jonah 3:5-10; Jeremiah 18:7,8; 2 Chronicles 33:12,13; 2 Samuel 12:13; Psalm 51:1-11).

There is the need to ACKNOWLEDGE our sins and not make excuses for them (Psalm 51:1-4; 32:5).
(2) Forsake YOUR sins

Sin that has been repented of and confessed in godly sorrow must be forsaken (2 Corinthians 7:10; Isaiah 55:7; Proverbs 28:13). Except we forsake our sins, then our repentance is not genuine.
(3) Return unto the Lord and ask for pardon and forgiveness

There is the need to return unto the Bishop and Shepherd of our souls for we have all gone astray before (Isaiah 55:7; Hosea 6:1-3; Luke 18:13; Proverbs 28:13; 1 Peter 2:25; Isaiah 53:6).
THE ABIDING TRANSFORMATION

2 Corinthians 5:15-21; 6:14-18; 1 John 1:6; 2:6; Colossians 2:6; 1 Corinthians 6:9-11; Matthew 3:8-10; Titus 2:11-14; 3:8; Romans 6:1-4,6,12; Ephesians 4:17,22,24,28.
Salvation is a concrete spiritual experience that results in transformation of life. Being in Christ implies being a new creature. Old things pass away and ALL things become new (2 Corinthians 5:17).

To claim to be saved without the evidence of righteous living is to be lying (1 John 1:6). If we declare ourselves Christians, then we will walk like Christ (1 John 2:6; Colossians 2:6).

There is always a sharp contrast between the PAST life of the sinner and the PRESENT life of the saved (2 Corinthians 5:15-21; 6:14-18; 1 Corinthians 6:9-11; Ephesians 4:17,22,24,28).

Those who are truly saved will bring forth fruits meet for repentance. They will be careful to maintain good works and sin will have no place in their lives (Matthew 3:8-10; Titus 2:11-14; 3:8; Romans 6:1-4,6,12).

Do you claim to be saved? Is there the evidence of abiding transformation and righteousness in your life?

THE ACCOMPANYING TRANSLATION

Colossians 1:12; Jeremiah 31:11; Acts 26:18; John 8:44; Ephesians 4:17-23; 5:8; 2:6; Matthew 13:38; Romans 13:12; 
The sinner belongs to the kingdom of Satan. The Christian belongs to the kingdom of Christ. At salvation, there is a translation from one kingdom to the other just as in backsliding and apostacy, the reverse translation takes place.
“Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath TRANSLATED us into the kingdom of His dear Son” (Colossians 1:12).

This is a translation in relation to place and position implying a new allegiance, change of masters, a change of kingdom and the commencement of new privileges (Jeremiah 31:11; Acts 26:18; John 8:44; Ephesians 4:17-23; 5:8; Romans 13:12).
