THE ALMOST CHRISTIAN 

The harlots and the publicans can easily perceive their need of salvation because their sins are very glaring, open before the world. But there is a group of people who stand the danger of eternal damnation because their need of salvation is not easily apparent to them. In fallen man’s perspective they are “good”, “good natured”, “nice people” etc. These are the people that are almost christians but who nevertheless are still far removed from the kingdom of God as the East is far removed from the West. 

The worst and most disastrous thing a man can do is to assume that he is saved and then to learn that he is unsaved on the day of judgment. The door of mercy would have been closed by then. It is good that we examine our lives today to ascertain whether we are still in the faith. Personal morality, regular attendance at church, alms giving etc may be good in themselves, they never and will never open the pearly gates of heaven. Christ is the only way to eternal life.

EXAMPLES OF THE ALMOST CHRISTIAN 

Acts 26:27-32; 10:1-48; John 1:45-51; Luke 7:1-10; Philippians 3:4-6; Mark 10:17-26; 12:34.

The scripture has a record of a number of people who were not far from the kingdom of God but who were not in the kingdom. 

King Agrrippa said that Paul almost persuaded him to be a christian but he never became altogether a christian. He was knowledgeable in the Old Testament and he believed the prophets yet he was not a christian! (Acts 26:26-28). 

Cornelius was religiously devoted - praying, fasting, giving, and yet not a christian. It was only when Peter came to expound the scriptures to him that he got saved. Nathanael was an Israelite indeed in whom there was no guile but he was unsaved. It was only when he met the Lord that he got saved. 

Paul was a blameless Pharisee but lost in religion. His fanatical zeal had no record in the courts of heaven. The knowledgeable scribe who answered discretely was commended and told that he was not far from the kingdom of God. Not too far yet so far as to be out of it, very near and yet missing it. 

The good natured centurion built a synagogue for the Jews but he still has to bow to Christ in submission if his sins are to be forgiven. The rich young ruler was morally upright but lacked one essential thing. Myriads of professing christians are just almost christians but altogether not in the kingdom. They have the deceptive appearance of Esau but their voice and character is like that of Jacob. The world may pass them off as christians, the Lord puts them down as unsaved souls.

ERRORS OF THE ALMOST CHRISTIAN 

Isaiah 64:6; Romans 3:10,11,19,20,23,28; Proverbs 30:12; 20:6; 21:2; Jeremiah 2:35; Revelation 3:17,1; Mark 10:17-26.

Many people reckon themselves to be christians who have no record in God’s book of eternal life. Their hopes of salvation are based on false foundations among which are: 

(1) Impeccable morality (Mark 10:17-26; Isaiah 64:6); 

(2) Religious devotion and commitment (Acts 10:1-48); 

(3) Philanthropy and good works (Luke 7:1-10) 

(4) Keeping of the ten commandments (Philippians 3:4-6); 

(5) Religious knowledge and wisdom (Mark 12:34; Acts 26:26-28); 

(6) Natural gentleness and good nature (John 1:45-51; Mark 10:17); 

(7) Carnal comparison with false professing christian (Revelation 3:17; Proverbs 30:12); 

(8) Good family upbringing, good manners and etiquette (Romans 3:10,11,19,20,23,28);

(9) Regular partaking of the Lord’s supper 

(10) Religious confirmation and Water Baptism either in infancy or adulthood 

(11) Regular attendance in church, regular giving of tithes and offering.

All the foregoing are erroneous ways of obtaining salvation because they bypass the Saviour.

END OF THE ALMOST CHRISTIAN 

Revelation 20:15; Exodus 32:33; Daniel 12:1; Luke 10:20; Revelation 3:5; 13:8; 17:8; 20:12; 21:27; 22:19; Psalm 69:28; Philippians 4:3; Hebrews 12:23.

Irrespective of our moral, religious, educational, social standpoint, salvation is based solely on repentance from sins and faith in Christ the Saviour. 

Only the names of those who have been washed in the blood of the Lamb of God flowing at calvary are written in the book of life. The almost christian has never passed through this way before and therefore has no entry in the book of life. The end of the almost christian who fails to go through the door of the sheepfold is hell: “And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire” (Revelation 20:15). 

Is your name written in the book of life? Has your name though once written been blotted out of the book of life? Are you an almost christian or an altogether christian? Why not press into the kingdom today? (Luke 16:16).
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