SERVING THE LIVING AND TRUE GOD

1 Thessalonians 1:9 

The world today is full of many religions and people of different religious persuasions claim to be serving God. The major part of religious people either worship dead and false gods or render dead and false service to the true God. Hence a wrong object of worship or a false mode of worship render their service worthless and unacceptable before God. The Thessalonians were converted and their lives were marked by a great change and they then able to serve the living and true God. True service is the giving up of death and falsehood and the acceptance of truth and life. While myriads of men serve dead and false deities, we serve a living and true God, who can give vital grace, accept living devotion and commune with His people. 

 Such a sermon as this is a fitting conclusion to the series we have been considering on the salvation experience in Christ and also provides a platform for self-examination. Are you in the faith? Are you still in the faith if you have started already? Are you serving the living and true God or do you have mistaken notions of worship?

PREPARATION FOR TRUE SERVICE

Psalm 115:4-8; Romans 1:23; Hosea 4:17; Ephesians 4:17,18; 1 Corinthians 6:9,10; Galatians 5:19-21; Genesis 35:2; Joshua 24:14; 1 Samuel 7:3; 1 Kings 15:12; 2 Kings 3:2; 23:24; 2 Chronicles 15:8

Preparation for true service is highlighted in the text “Ye turned to God from idols”. It is marked by departure from idolatry and all that savours of ungodliness. 

(a) Idols are dead; their living touch upon the soul can never be felt. The Thessalonians turned from dead idols to the living God, the God in whom we live and move and have our being, who gives to all life and breadth and all things. 

(b) Idols are false and vain, they can do no good to their worshippers. These people turned from false and vain idols to the true God, who cannot deceive His worshippers, who comforts and cheers them, who is the rewarder of them that diligently seek Him. 

(c) Idols are imitations masquerading as the real thing. They have eyes but see not, ears but hear not, hands that do not move, legs that are forever stationary, mouths that never for once knew the joy of the spoken word. Anything that poses as a sham replacement of God in our lives are idols that need to be destroyed. It may be money, fame, fashion, beauty, education, children, husband, wife, property etc. Idolatry is essentially apostasy from God. When we change the glory of the incorruptible God for the likeness of an image of corruptible man, and of birds, and four-footed beasts, and creeping things, we are in the ensnaring thicket of idolatry. Idolaters walk in moral blindness and carnality of heart (Romans 1:23; Hosea 4:17; Ephesians 4:17,18). 

Every true conversion is a repudiation of idolatry in all its heinous forms. Many in their bid to get converted have merely become proselytes. However, true conversion goes beyond a conversion to forms and rituals, beyond mere mental assent to a religious creed, beyond the obeisance of a religious code of dressing, it is a severance of the idolatrous ties that bind us to the social and religious life of our pagan system. In the old condition a man is a servant of idols, of sin, of passion, of the world and of Satan. In the changed condition the christian is freed from this burden and bondage of sin. 

All worldly, sinful living is a devotion to lifeless gods, to mere material things that perish in the using.
PATTERN FOR TRUE SERVICE 

1 Samuel 12:24; John 4:24; Deuteronomy 10:12; Joshua 24:14; 1 Chronicles 28:9; Hebrews 12:28; Psalm 2:11; 100:2; 1 Corinthians 15:58

The Thessalonians turned from idols “to serve the living and true God”. How then should we serve God? What should be the pattern and dictate the pattern of our service? What are the parameters that determine the manner in which we worship God? The nature of God should dictate the pattern of our worship: a) He is a living God and therefore demands living service. The religious activities of a sinner before conversion are essentially dead works that have neither record nor reward in God’s book of life. b) He is a true God and therefore demands true service. He will not accept false and carnal worship. Those who serve Him must serve Him in truth, and those that worship Him must do so in spirit and truth. Idols are false, idolatry is a lie. All earthly things when exalted into gods become unreal and only mock their devotees. God is real He only can be rightly served in spirit and truth. 

The light and blessedness of the gospel contrasts sharply with the darkness and evil of idolatry and mysticism. If then we have been called into Christ’s marvelous light, let us give Him the living service of faith, obedience and dependence.
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